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Welcome
Welcome to our spring newsletter.
It’s been a busy three months since our last update and
work to connect Britain’s first nuclear power station for a
generation is underway.
We’re on site at the Mendips, creating temporary road
accesses for the underground cable construction and
WPD is continuing the work in and around their substation
at Churchill.
At Hinkley Point, we’re starting work on Shurton
substation - the point at which EDF Energy’s new power
station will plug into our network. Work is also underway
at Avonmouth.
Meanwhile much is being done to get the 132 kV Nailsea
to Portishead cables, the new T-pylon, and the Sandford
substation schemes ready.
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Portishead

New overhead
line using T-pylons

Getting connected

Over the past decade, many of the UK’s older fossil-fuelled
and nuclear plants have either reached the end of their
operational life, become uneconomical to run or no longer
meet air quality standards. At the same time, heating,
transport and industry has become increasingly more
reliant on electricity and demand is set to rise.

• You asked us to consider ways of reducing the
impact of the new overhead line across the area.
We’re working with the local electricity network
company, Western Power Distribution (WPD), to take
down 67 km of their existing pylons and replace
parts of their network with underground cables and a
connection into a new substation at Sandford.

To avoid a shortfall, the UK must make the major
investment needed to deliver energy security and
diversity while reducing carbon emissions.

• You asked us to protect views across the Mendip
Hills Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB)
and we’re going to build this part of the connection
underground. We’re also taking down existing
pylons, which will leave this part of the AONB
pylon-free for the first time since the 1960s.

The Hinkley Connection Project is part of the solution.
The new high voltage electricity connection will plug in
new sources of power in the south west and will help
the UK’s move to reduce carbon emissions.

We’ve started to build the new connection. It’s
made up of many different elements - like a series of
interconnected projects - that take place at different
times over several years.

We started talking to local communities back in
October 2009 and, after a full public consultation,
planning consent was granted on 19 January 2016.
As we developed our plans, we listened to local views
and much of what we are building today has been
directly influenced by public opinion.

Most of the construction work directly related to the
new connection will be complete by 2024, but we’ll be
reinstating land around temporary haul roads and site
compounds, and planting trees and hedgerows until
mid-2026.

• You asked us to explore new technology and we
worked with DECC and the Royal Institute of British
Architects to hold an international pylon design
competition – challenging architects to come
up with bold ideas for something “both grounded
in reality and beautiful”. The innovative T-pylon
beat 250 rivals to win the contest and is the most
significant change to pylon design for nearly 70 years.
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Modifications
to substation

Avonmouth

Modifications to substation

Over the next few pages you can find out what we’ve
been doing and what’s happening next.

Our job is to connect people to the energy they use to
heat and light their homes, and to keep factories and
offices going. This puts National Grid at the heart of an
unprecedented energy challenge.

Seabank

New overhead
line using
lattice pylons

We’re removing
67 km of existing
pylons owned
by WPD from
Bridgwater to
Avonmouth

If you’d like to receive our quarterly newsletter
directly to your inbox, please get in touch using
the contact details on the back page.

Weston-super-Mare

Nailsea

Bristol

Underground cables to
replace WPD pylons between
Nailsea and Portishead

Churchill
Sandford

New substation to
connect underground
cables and to maintain
local electricity supplies

Upgrades to substation
and changes to nearby
overhead lines

New overhead
line using T-pylons

Underground cables
across Mendip AONB

New substation to connect
nuclear power station

Hinkley Point

Changes to existing
overhead network
Rewiring existing
line of pylons

Cable sealing end compound –
where underground cables join
overhead lines

Modifications to substation

Changes to existing
network using T-pylons

Bridgwater
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Keeping you in the picture
Before each stage of work starts, we’ve been letting
people know what’s going to happen in their area and
how they might be affected.
Since our last update, we’ve been out and about in
the Mendip Hills area and Avonmouth. We’ve made
presentations to parish and town councils and local
interest groups as well as held meetings with Mendips
AONB Partnership and SevernNet. SevernNet represents
businesses and community enterprises across Royal
Portbury Dock, Avonmouth and Severnside.

Library location

We’ll continue to keep the parish and local councils
updated as work progresses and we’re grateful to
those who include our project information in their parish
newsletters. We’ll update the project website and
publish our regular quarterly e-newsletters. If you would
like us to email you these updates, get in touch and
we’ll add you to our mailing list.

As each scheme ‘goes live’, we update each section
with further details to ensure everyone can see what’s
going on and what’s coming up.
We’ve also set up links to other key websites and
information pages, including National Grid’s Community
Grant Fund and Competefor, the dedicated procurement
portal to help small and medium sized local businesses
win work with us.
If you think there is anything missing from our website,
please get in touch and let us know. We want the site to
be the ‘go to’ place for information.
Did you know…
… you can find paper copies of information about
our project in local libraries and council offices?
We’ve placed folders in offices and libraries across
the region. Locations and opening hours are found
on the following page.
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Clapton phone booth
Clapton-in-Gordano

Portishead Library
Horatio House, 24 Harbour Road,
Portishead, BS20 7AL

Over 80 people visited our public information events in March.
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Opening times

Monday 2.30pm to 4.30pm every week and Wednesday 10am to 12pm
every week.

Monday 10am to 2pm; Tuesday 1pm to 5pm; Wednesday 10am to 2pm;
Avonmouth Library
257 Avonmouth Road, Bristol, BS11 9EN Thursday closed; Friday 1pm to 5pm; Saturday 1pm to 5pm; Sunday closed.

Pill Library
Crockerne House, Underbanks,
Pill, BS20 0AT

The main areas of interest included traffic management
while we are building the accesses off the main
roads, and potential noise and disturbance during the
construction work.

Our project website is available seven days a week, 365
days a year to keep you in the picture about our activity.
The ‘In your area’ section sets out all the different
elements of work which are happening in each locality
as well as outline timescales.

Severn Beach community library
Severn Beach Village Hall, Ableton
Lane, Severn Beach, BS35 4QE

Nailsea Library
Somerset Square, Nailsea, BS48 1RQ

We’ve written to local residents and businesses nearest
to where work is starting and, in the Mendips, we held
two public information events. 0ver 80 people came to
see the information on display and discuss queries with
the team.

Information at your fingertips
www.hinkleyconnection.co.uk
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Winscombe Library
23 Woodborough Road, Winscombe,
BS25 1AB
Yatton Library
48 High Street,Yatton, BS49 4HJ
Bridgwater Library
Binford Place, Bridgwater, TA6 3LF
Congresbury Library
Station Road, Congresbury, BS49 5DX

Open all hours.

Monday closed; Tuesday 9.30am to 6pm (opening at 10am on the third
Tuesday of each month); Wednesday to Friday 9.30am to 5pm;
Saturday 9.30am to 1pm; Sunday closed.

Monday closed; Tuesday and Friday 9.30am to 12.30pm and 1.30pm
to 5pm; Wednesday closed; Thursday closed; Saturday 9.30am to 1pm;
Sunday closed.
Monday closed; Tuesday and Wednesday 9.30am to 5pm; Thursday 9 30am to
5pm (opening at 10am on the second Thursday of each month); Friday 9.30am
to 5pm; Saturday 9.30am to 1pm; Sunday closed.
Monday closed; Tuesday 9.30am to 12.30pm and 1.30pm to 5pm; Wednesday
closed; Thursday 10am (9.30am in school holidays) to 12.30pm and 1.30pm to
5pm; Friday closed; Saturday 9.30am to 12.30pm; Sunday closed.
Monday 9.30am to 5pm; Tuesday 9.30am to 5pm (10am to 5pm first Tuesday
in the month); Wednesday closed; Thursday 9.30am to 5pm; Friday closed;
Saturday 9.30am to 1pm; Sunday closed.
Monday to Friday 9.30am to 5pm; Saturday 9.30am to 2pm; Sunday closed.
Monday 2pm to 5pm; Tuesday closed; Wednesday 10am to 1pm;
Thursday closed; Friday 10am to 1pm and 2pm to 5pm; Saturday 10am
to 1pm; Sunday closed.

Please call 01934 426 834 to confirm timings.
North Somerset mobile library
Visits: Banwell, Tickenham, Kingston
Seymour, Langford, Churchill, Portbury,
Portsihead, Almondsbury, Hallen,
Severn Beach and Pilning.

Council office location

Opening times

Sedgemoor District Council
Bridgwater House, King Square,
Bridgwater, TA6 3AR

Monday to Friday 8am to 6pm; Saturday and Sunday closed.

Somerset County Council
County Hall, Taunton, TA1 4DY

West Somerset District Council
West Somerset House, Killick Way,
Williton, Taunton, TA4 4QA
Bristol City Council
City Hall, College Green, Bristol, BS1 5TR
South Gloucestershire Council
Yate One Stop Shop, Kennedy Way,
Yate, BS37 4DQ
North Somerset Council
Weston Town Hall, Grove House, Grove
Park, Weston-super-Mare, BS23 2QJ

Monday to Thursday 9am to 5pm; Friday 9am to 4.30pm; Saturday and
Sunday closed.

Monday to Thursday 8.30am to 5pm; Friday 8.30am to 4.30pm; Saturday and
Sunday closed.
Monday to Thursday 8.30am to 5pm; Friday 8.30am to 4.30pm; Saturday and
Sunday closed.
Monday to Wednesday 8.45am to 5pm; Thursday and Friday 8.45am to 4.30pm;
Saturday and Sunday closed.
Monday to Friday 8.30am to 8pm; Saturday 8.30am to 7pm and
Sunday 10am to 7pm.
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Live projects update
Avonmouth

Mendips underground cables

WPD has started work to modify their substation on
Avonmouth Way and replace 2 km of pylons going
north out of the substation with underground cable.
This will clear the way for our new overhead line.

We’ve started to build road accesses off the A38
near Tarnock and A368 near Towerhead to where
the temporary haul road and site compounds will be
located. When in place, the haul road will help to keep
construction traffic on local roads to a minimum.

WPD has appointed Balfour Beatty as their
specialist contractor.
While they’re doing the work, there will be traffic
management in place including no waiting along
northern side of a section of Avonmouth Way and a
reduced speed limit along part of Kings Weston Lane.

Our contractor, Balfour Beatty, has erected traffic lights
along these roads. They need to be in place on the A38
until mid-June and on the A368 until the end of July and
are needed to keep staff and drivers safe while we carry
out the work. We’ll remove the lights over bank holidays.

We take our responsibilities to the environment seriously.
Before we start work on any stage of the project, our
team will thoroughly survey the area for plants and
animals and to identify how to protect the environment.

In May, WPD will also change the overhead lines to the
east of the substation to connect them via underground
cable to the substation.
The work will be finished by the end of the year. The
changes are needed to maintain local electricity supplies
when we take down 67 km of WPD’s overhead lines
and pylons from Bridgwater to Avonmouth later in the
project programme.

We are working under EDF Energy’s existing traffic and
delivery management plans and our work will be closely
coordinated with theirs to reduce any impact on the
local community.
Building the temporary haul road access off the A38 for the Mendips
underground cables.

We’re monitoring traffic flows through the traffic lights
to reduce queues as best we can and working closely
with our contractors to complete the roadworks as
quickly as possible.
We recognise this is causing disruption and would like
to apologise for traffic congestion in the area and any
delays to your journeys.
We know that construction traffic is one of the biggest
concerns for local residents. Where possible, we’ll
encourage staff and visitors to car share and use a ‘park
and ride’ facility. Most site vehicles will come in from the
M5 (junction 22) through the A38 access and will turn
around and head back the way they came.
To improve safety along the A38, there will be speed
restrictions and ‘no-overtaking’ near the site entrances
in place for the duration of the work. At the Towerhead
accesses, we’ll use traffic lights to ensure vehicles enter
and exit the sites safely. The lights will default to keeping
traffic flowing along the A368.
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Last summer, WPD started to upgrade the substation
at Churchill. The groundwork has been completed and
WPD is installing new electrical equipment.

• In parts of the Mendips we’ve been carefully digging
up native bluebell bulbs and re-planting them away
from the construction areas.
• We’ve coppiced hedgerows to protect nesting
birds and are installing special fences to ensure
bats are able to navigate after we’ve carried out
vegetation removal.
• Low level fences have been set up to capture newts,
other amphibians and reptiles safely and prevent them
from entering the construction areas. Our licensed
specialists are then able to move them further afield
out of harm’s way.

We’ve started to set up on site and construction work
will begin in the summer. The substation will be
operational by mid-2022.

As we prepare to start construction next year, we’re
carrying out ground investigations along the cable route.
Over the next three months you’ll see our contractor,
J Murphy & Sons Limited, scanning the ground with
specialist radar equipment and carrying out more detailed
surveys which involve boring and digging into the ground.

We’re also carrying out surveys in Portbury Wharf
Nature Reserve. They will be carried out sensitively
and monitored closely by North Somerset Council.

Caring for the environment

We’ve appointed Linxon to build a substation at Hinkley
Point. It will connect EDF Energy’s new nuclear power
station into the grid, delivering the first new nuclear
energy to homes and business for a generation. EDF
Energy has prepared an area for us within the boundary
of their site.

We’re removing two lines of existing pylons between
Nailsea and Portishead substation, replacing one with
underground cables. This is being done as a direct
result of feedback from our consultation and will allow
us to remove pylons over and close to people’s homes
in Nailsea.
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Churchill substation area

Shurton substation

Underground cables in North Somerset

When working on roads, we’ll install short-term
temporary traffic lights to keep staff and drivers
safe. We’ll take them out as soon as the surveys
are finished.
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Later in 2021 we’ll need to make changes to nearby
overhead lines to connect them into the new substation.

We’re relocating bluebell bulbs to protect them while we work.

Calling all local suppliers…

We’re making preparations, including carrying out
surveys and, in some cases, vegetation and wildlife
management on other parts of the project including:

While opportunities for local businesses are
limited – the work is mainly specialist high voltage
electrical engineering – where possible we’ll promote
contract opportunities to local suppliers on the
Competefor website.

• Sandford substation
• New T-pylons between Bridgwater and Mendip Hills

This is a free service, originally set up for the 2012
Olympics, that enables businesses to compete for
contract opportunities linked to major projects.

Later in 2019

We’ll contact parish councils to let them know
when preparations start in their area and will write to
nearby residents before we build anything.
Information on all the stages of work, what’s involved,
and the programme timings can be found on our project
website: www.hinkleyconnection.co.uk.

If you’d like to register your business’s interest in
The Hinkley Connection Project follow this link and
complete the form https://www.competefor.
com/nationalgrid/national-grid/hinkley-pointc-connection/.
Supplier diversity and sustainability are part of
National Grid’s corporate responsibility objectives.
We recognise that by working with a diverse
supply base we are better able to support the
communities in which we operate.
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The Hinkley Connection Project
Adult Skills programme
We’re helping local people to find new jobs through
our Adult Skills programme. The first of a series of free
construction training courses has just finished and some
trainees started new jobs on the following Monday.

Marcus Gibbs from the programme said: “Thank you for
all your help… I will always remember everything you
have done for me.”

With funding provided by National Grid, independent
training provider Ixion Holdings is delivering a series of
two-week training programmes for unemployed people
to learn new skills and gain qualifications that enable
them to develop a career in the construction industry.
Neil Adams, Hinkley Connection, Senior Project
Manager, said: “We want to develop opportunities
for local people. The construction industry requires
skilled individuals, so we are working with Ixion to find
people suitable for this training.”
So far ten local unemployed people have been on the
course, increasing their chances of securing employment.

Neil Adams, Senior Project Manager (fourth from left), congratulates
our first construction training skills graduates.

Making history
The project team recently spent a day volunteering
with the Worlebury Hill Fort Group. Staff from one of
the project’s principal contractors, Balfour Beatty, and
National Grid helped preserve the unique iron age fort
near Weston-super-Mare.

To help the group clear the site further, Balfour Beatty
donated all the tools and equipment used on the day,
along with some wildflower seed.

The large hill fort was built around 2,300 years ago
and is an ancient monument of international
significance. The local archaeology group has been
working for over three years to clear vegetation and
uncover secrets hidden beneath the scrubland. Their
efforts were boosted when our team of twelve worked
on the hill for over seven hours, cutting down trees
and removing undergrowth.
William Fraher, Chairman of Worlebury Hill Fort Group
said: “I’m absolutely delighted with the progress we
made with the help of the Hinkley Connection Project
volunteers. Their hard graft has made a real impact.
Many thanks to them all.”
Angela Halliwell, Balfour Beatty’s Environmental &
Sustainability Manager, added: “We were really happy
to help. Archaeology is an important consideration
when building a major project like this and it’s great
to be able to work with the archaeology group and
discover more about the hill fort. We ended the day
with a real sense of achievement.”

Members of the Hinkley Connection Project team helping the
Worlebury Hill Fort Group to clear the ancient site.

Contact us
For further information please contact our Community Relations Team

hinkleyconnection@nationalgrid.co.uk
www.hinkleyconnection.co.uk

0800 377 7347
Freepost H POINT CONNECTION

