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              ~ Issue 169  April – May 2017 ~	  
 
At last the Village Website has been dated and as many would say 
“not before time” and it has a new Website manager, Steve Dixon, our 
parish clerk.  Why not check it out at kingstonseymour.org.uk and see 
the improvements.  Steve has put a great deal of work into this project 
so thank you from all of us.  
 
 Meanwhile I will continue to edit the Village Magazine with the email 
address ksmagazine@outlook.com so please send your articles here.  
I am happy to take hard copy as well if that is easier or a short message 
on the phone. I hope we will be working together to make sure 
information on events and the general goings on in Kingston Seymour 
will be in both areas not to mention on the Kingston Seymour Village 
News Facebook Page.  To send articles or contact the website use the 
‘Contact us’ tab on the website home page. 
 
Happy Easter everyone. 
 

Sylvia Stokes   01934 834461 ksmagazine@outlook.com 
 

The Village Quiz – Up to date this very enjoyable event has raised 
£750.  Thank you to the Friends of All Saints for all their hard work 
organizing the evening. 
 

 
Special Notice 

 
We are delighted to say that from  

Saturday 1st April 
 

Our Village Church will be open on  
Saturdays 10am – 6pm (dusk in winter) 

 
Please do ‘come and see’. 
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~ Church Notes ~ 

 
I should never be surprised by the acts of kindness I witness - they are 
so much at the heart of what Kingston is. An anonymous someone has 
very kindly propped up the broken railings at the church gates. Thank 
you, whoever you are, for your thoughtfulness. There are several 
maintenance jobs to be tackled before too long, the most important one 
for now, being the church stable. We have a woodworm problem in the 
timbers which, hopefully, Rentokil will sort when they come back to 
fumigate the building shortly. 
 
Gerald brought his plough into church for Plough Sunday. It's an old 
country custom that heralds the preparation of the fields for spring, 
starting with the blessing of the village plough and continuing for several 
days with plenty of merry-making. It was Gerald who encouraged us to 
revive the custom and so the plough is brought into the church for a 
blessing, together with a churn, fleece, eggs, soil and seed, 
representing other aspects of farming too. It's a lovely service and one 
that gives a sense of connection with past generations through to today. 
Next year perhaps we could revive the merry-making as well - but 
maybe not over several days! 
 
The Women's World Day of Prayer Service was held at the beginning of 
March. Written by the women of the Philippines this year, the same 
service is used throughout the world on that one particular day and 
gives a wonderful sense of solidarity, as we focus on and pray together 
for a particular country. Sheena provided a wonderful display of 
artefacts from her home country and Jo, a wonderful arrangement in 
flowers to represent the colours and flag of the Philippines. But the best 
bit of all was to have Alicia, Georgia, Bethany and Grace share a circle 
dance with us.  Thank you girls, you were fabulous. 
 
We had pancakes and races on Shrove Tuesday with well over 50 
adults and children joining in, cheering, eating, drinking tea and 
generally catching up on chat. The beginning of Lent on Ash 
Wednesday was marked with the symbolic ashing ceremony as part of 
the Holy Communion Service. Avril encouraged us to think not so much 
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about the traditional what we might give up for Lent, but rather what we 
might be more positive about, something to change or to do. 
This morning our Sunday Saints made an exciting visit to see the lambs 
at Yew Tree Farm and bounced back into church to tell us all about it, 
bearing beautiful art work, now proudly displayed in the Children's 
Corner. 
 

As you will see from the notice, we are going to unlock All Saints on 
Saturdays from 1st April, 10am-6pm(ish), dusk in the Winter. It's an 
exciting step forward and one to be built upon. Please do drop in and 
use the peace the space can offer, or drop in for a chat and cup of tea if 
there is someone there.  
 

We have had 2 memorial services recently and send our love to Helen 
Pope and John Bailey as they come to terms with their losses and the 
changes that brings for them. Over the next few weeks we shall be 
having our Vestry Meeting - Sunday 9th April to elect churchwardens 
for the coming year and then Holy Week with its journey towards Easter 
celebrations. 
 
Maundy Thursday there will be a Vigil in church until midnight, starting 
with a service of Holy Communion (The Last Supper) at 7.30pm. 
Good Friday 2pm a service of readings and meditation - Hour at the 
Foot of the Cross 
Easter Day 11am Easter Family Holy Communion 
 

Sue Thomas and Jackie Wright - Church Wardens 
 

~ More Lucky Lotto Winners ~ 
 

Lucky winners of the village lotto in January and February were Jude 
Simmons, Chris Walton, Chris Badman, Bryan Thomas, Olive 
Lawrence, Judy Seward, Margaret Laishley and Bruce Norton.  Warm 
congratulations to them all. 
 

Each week, one lucky person wins £33 for just a £1 stake, helping 
village causes (primarily related to the village hall) at the same time. 
 

Please give Olive Lawrence a call (on 01934-833186) or pop in to see 
her at the village Post Office on Tuesday mornings if you want to take 
part or to find out more 

And remember … you’ve got to be in it to win it! 
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.  

FOR THE HISTORICAL SOCIETY  
AND ANY INTERESTED EX-MEMBERS 

 

“THE OLD TENNIS COURT’S” 
67TH BIRTHDAY GET TOGETHER  

 

SUNDAY 7TH MAY  
3.00pm TO ANYTIME 

 

AT THE OLD TENNIS COURT, Ham Lane, 
ENTRY VIA “GREENACRE” 

 

Following last year’s successful event Jane Bell is pleased 
to announce that the tennis court will have its very own 

birthday celebration get together once again. An 
opportunity to reminisce and an excuse to get your old 

wooden rackets out once again, or modern rackets if you 
own one. 

There will be a Marquee in case of unsuitable weather, 
displays and memorabilia, soft drinks and nibbles 

available and you are welcome to bring your own picnic or 
BBQ food to cook over the BBQ and other stronger 

beverages to enjoy of your own if you wish 
 

The court will be available for play, weather permitting, and some 
spare rackets and balls will be available. Do please feel free to come 

and have a go or just sit, relax and enjoy the nostalgia 
 

All Guests need to be aware that they will be using 
the facilities at their own risk 
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~ Flower Guild ~ 

 
Following our Annual General Meeting in February I wanted to thank 
everyone who has supported us during the last year whether it be 
arranging flowers or supporting our fundraising. 
 
I am pleased to report that the group is thriving and we have now 
started workshops for juniors as well as for seniors.  
 
One comment that was noted at the meeting was the lack of knowledge 
of events and timings so I will endeavour to put this right during the 
coming year and can only apologise to anyone who feels left out. 
 
We extended a warm welcome to several new members over the year, 
following a workshop in October and I hope they feel at home among 
us. We are always ready to welcome new members whatever their skill 
level so any of you who are interested please do come along. 
 
We have many ideas for future events so please keep your eyes and 
ears open for details which I hope will follow our next committee 
meeting on 28th March. 
 
Once again thank you again for your support and I look forward to 
seeing you at future events. 
 
A Happy Easter to you all 

Sue Hyde  Chairperson  
 

~ Calling Card Players ~ 
 
Do you play bridge – or would you like to?  Did you know there was a 
thriving bridge club in the village? 
 
We meet each Tuesday evening in the village hall, starting at 7:15pm 
and usually play 24 hands, with a tea break at half-time and finishing 
before 10:30pm.   We have 40+ members (not all of them from the 
village!) and average around 6 tables on club evenings.  We’re affiliated 
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to the EBU (English Bridge Union) and master points are awarded for 
most of our club events. 
 
We like to think of ourselves as being a pretty friendly bunch, with an 
enjoyable evening out being as important (and usually more 
achievable!) as topping the table. 
 
If you’re interested, have a look at our website at 
www.bridgewebs.com/kingstonseymour and then perhaps call one of 
the committee members to learn more.  Both Liz Hale and Sylvia Stokes 
are on the committee, as am I, and any one of us would be pleased to 
talk to you. 

Graham Daniel 
 
 
 
 
 
Relaxed, informal wine tastings (gin and port too!) with Leonie Allday, 
Tutor with the Wine & Spirits Education Trust. Tastings last for two 
hours and normally include tastings of 8 wines, with bread, cheese and 
pâté to accompany. 
 
Celebrate Spring! 
· Smarten up your choices – wine lists, purchasing, value for money 
· Can’t tell your Sauvignon from your Semillon – the major white grape 
varieties 
 
Friday 31st March, Kingston Seymour Village Hall and  
Monday 3rd April, The Limehouse, Hill Road Clevedon. 7.30-9.30pm. 
 
May tastings: Big Reds! 
· Major red wine grape varieties 
· Old World vs New World – is there still a distinction? 
 
Friday 19th May, Kingston Seymour Village Hall and  
Monday 22nd May, The Limehouse, Hill Road Clevedon. 7.30-9.30pm. 
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Contact / booking details for Wine Time:  
 
01934 876528 / 07753 662803  
winetimeallday@gmail.com  
or message me via my Facebook page: @winetimeallday 
 
 
~ The original Old Manor House Kingston Seymour~ 
  
The Historical Society and the wider village have been privileged to 
receive the offer to purchase an original water colour painting of the 
original Kingston Seymour Manor (of the age of Edward IV) by the artist 
William Walter Wheatley (1811 to 1885).  
This is the original Manor House that was burnt to the ground in c1851.  
The opportunity is there for us to keep this painting for the village. It is 
not going to be sold on the open market at any time in the foreseeable 
future. 
The painting is in excellent condition and vivid colours with interesting 
detail. It measures 14 ½ inches by 11 inches not including the frame, 
overall it measures 23 by 20 inches so it is not huge.  
 
If 26 people alone were interested in donating £10.00 each then the 
painting could be kept for the village. If more are interested, then that 
sum would be reduced accordingly. The owner would want any 
proceeds to go to a specific charity that he supports.  
 
If purchased it would then need to be discussed as to the storage and 
display for the painting as it will need to be kept in the correct 
conditions, for example, dry and out of direct sunlight, and possibly not 
in a private dwelling. It would most likely come out to be viewed and 
displayed at special village occasions and events. 
 
The painting will be on display at the next Historical Society AGM 
and Social evening on Tuesday April 25th at Bulbeck, Bullocks 
Lane. Any interested people who are non-members are welcome to 
attend as visitors or to send in their expressions of interest and 
suggestions to the Historical Society. 
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The Old Manor House Kingston Seymour 
(The original is in colour) 

 

New Village Agent 
 
My name is Sarah Friend and I am the Village Agent for your 
community. As a Village Agent, having come from a rural background 
myself, I understand that the needs and wishes of people living in rural 
areas may be different to those in urban communities. My role is to help 
all those over age 50 to access information and advice to allow them to 
remain living independently within the community. My aim is to listen 
and work with those who need my help to achieve these wishes. 
 
I can help with all sorts of issues you may have, from transport to 
medical appointments, support for carers, fire safety checks, advice on 
unwanted callers and scams, claiming for benefits, help with mobility to 
helping you find activity groups so you can socialise with others.  
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If you would like advice on anything, please call me on 07422 078548 or 
01275 888 803 (office) or email me sarah.friend@curo-group.co.uk   I 
look forward to helping and working with you in your community. 
 
This service provided by the West of England Rural Network, or WERN 
as it is better known, is part of Community Connect in partnership with 
Curo and funded by North Somerset Council. 

 
~ Village Hall AGMs and Constitution Meeting ~ 

 
Thank you very much to all those who attended the meeting on 26th 
January, whether as Members of the Council of the Association, 
Members of the Social Club or residents of the village. 
 
At the meeting voting took place on the proposed Constitution changes 
with votes being cast in favour of the following resolutions: 
 

1. Amendment of the Hall Charity Governing Document to change the 
way in which its Trustees are appointed. 
2. The Kingston Seymour Association to be dissolved from 3 April 2017 
and its assets transferred to the Kingston Seymour Village Hall Charity. 
 

3. The Social Club to be dissolved from 3 April 2017 and its assets 
transferred to the Kingston Seymour Trust. 
 

4. New Trustees were appointed to both the Trust and the Hall Charity. 
Many thanks to those who have agreed to take on these roles. 
 

 As a result, we do now have a new Constitution that provides a more 
coherent and streamlined structure. The new Trustees of the Trust are 
working hard to get the new arrangements underway. 
 
The Minutes of the Meeting are available separately on the website. 
Thank you all again for enabling the new Constitution to come in to 
effect. 

Third Party Review Panel 
 

Always forgive your enemies.  Nothing annoys them more! 
 
Remember the second mouse always gets the Cheese! 
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London Marathon / The Children’s Hospice South West 

 
Kathryn Pennington, nee Lang, is currently in training to run the London 
Marathon 2017. 
 
Kathryn has already run two half marathons, Bristol and Exeter, and a 
full Marathon in Edinburgh.   She ran these in aid of the Children’s 
Hospice.  She was introduced to this wonderful charity as a result of her 
Mother, Sue Lang, working as a volunteer at Charlton Farm, for a few 
years. 
 
In her youth, Kathryn was often seen exercising her horse Merlin 
around the lanes of Kingston and now, when she visits Church 
View with her children, she runs the village lanes which are a pleasant 
change from running the hills of the North Cornish coast where she now 
lives. 
 
Kathryn has been offered a Gold Card to run this marathon and she 
pledged to raise a considerable sum for the charity. 
 
If you feel that you would like to help Kathryn raise money for this 
charity, please go to Virgin Money Fundraising and make a search 
using her name.  Do not forget to Gift Aid if you are tax payers. 

 
~ Kingston Seymour Parish Council ~ 

 
As I write this, it looks far from spring but – with the vagaries of the 
British weather – when you read this you may be basking in glorious 
sunshine!  Whichever, I hope you enjoy this brief update from the Parish 
Council. 
 
Traffic Calming and Roads   
North Somerset Council (NS) awarded the contracts for our traffic 
calming to two separate contractors and the first – for the white lining – 
completed their work on Friday 17th March.  The installation of the 
gates and sign should follow in the next few weeks.   



 12 
You will have noticed that a bollard was flattened by a lorry at the 
Triangle; we will have this back up soon at no cost to the village.  Many 
of us reported the three potholes that developed on the side of Lampley 
Road (and thank you for that), as a consequence, they have been given 
a temporary fill.  We have also reported the barrier at Kingston Bridge 
and the leaning bollards around the New Cut Bow junction.  Both of 
these are now on North Somerset’s (long) list for action. 
 
Police & Neighbourhood Watch   
Our PC, Adam Clarke advised us that his colleague Rachel Sellers (who 
some of you will remember) has returned from maternity leave and will 
be seen about the village and will try to visit the village hall on some 
Tuesday mornings. 
His overall beat (we are a small part) had received some 250 calls for 
service since January and within our Parish, there had been some 
damage caused to the gates of the treatment works, a concrete mixer 
had been stolen from Ham Lane and some jewellery had been stolen 
from a home.   
 
Our Neighbourhood Watch coordinator, Kate Gillam had been gaining 
new volunteers to act as local coordinators and she is trying to make 
sure she has up to date email addresses so that she can quickly share 
the alerts she receives from the police.  You can contact her at 
ksnwcoord@icloud.com to make sure she has your correct details. 
 
Green Waste Changes in March 2017   
The new waste arrangements are in place and I know that on the first 
week of recycling, there were some issues about items being scattered 
along the lanes.  We reported this to NS and they have passed our 
concerns on to Biffa.  We hope that as the new crews get used to the 
new routes and sorting criteria, that their performance will improve.  We 
have been told that the new lorries have 360 degree cameras fitted so 
that Biffa can check up on the performance of their teams. 
 
Web Site and Face book   

The new Village website is live! 
We’ve gone for a fresh new look and I do hope that you have had a 
browse around and like what you see.  Feedback is welcome – please 
use the “Contact Us” facility. 
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Over the coming months, I would like to see more of interest added to 
the site and please feel free to send me any articles you think would be 
of interest to our community.  It is very much “Our” website for “Our” 
village! 
 
We are liaising with the new Village Hall committee and are working 
with them to provide a free Wi-Fi solution for users of the Village Hall.  
This is an exciting development and we will keep you advised on how 
this is progressing. 
 
Pylons  You know that we will be having new – high voltage – cables 
running across Lampley Road – east of the M5 – to carry power 
generated at Hinkley Point up to Avonmouth.  Surveying of the ground 
conditions for the necessary masts will start in April so you may see 
some activity in that area. 
 
Other Parish Council News   Many of you who attend on Tuesday 
morning will have met our new Village Agent – Sarah Friend.  Sarah’s 
role (which is funded by NS) is to help residents aged over 50 to live a 
safe and fulfilling life in the community.  She has already noted how 
supportive the villagers of Kingston Seymour are to each other but if 
you would like to talk to her, her telephone number is 07422 078548 or 
01275 888 803 (office). 
 
You will have received your Council Tax bills recently and you will know 
from those that the Parish precept has not increased for this coming 
year.  The Parish finances are in good health.  We agreed the budget 
for the year and we are well positioned to continue to invest in 
improvements for the village in 2017/18.   
 
Our Annual Village Meeting which will take place on Thursday May 4th 
in the Village Hall.  We hope to have short presentations from some of 
the groups that flourish in the village and, of course, there will also be 
refreshments and the bar will be open!  Please do make a note in your 
diaries and come along to learn about what’s going on in your village 
and to share your views with the Parish Council. 

Steve Dixon 
**Annual Village Meeting – Thursday May 4th – 19.30, Village Hall ** 
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~ Lambing Live ~ 

 
All Saints Sunday School, Sunday Saints, had a 
brilliant time on Sunday 18th March visiting Yew 
Tree Farm to see the lambs, the calves and do 
lamb related crafts.  They all then took their work 
into church and shared their morning with the 
congregation.  
 
Thank you to Anita for all the organisation and 
allowing us all down on the farm. Also to all the 
adult helpers, parents and our church warden’s 
granddaughter who was invaluable. 
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~ An Easter Bunny Story ~ 

 
A man was driving along the  when he saw the Easter Rabbit hopping 
across the middle of the road.  He swerved to avoid hitting the rabbit, 
but unfortunately the Easter Bunny jumped in front of the car and was 
struck by his car.  
 
The basket of eggs and sweets, the rabbit was carrying, went flying all 
over the place. The driver, being a sensitive man, as well as an animal 
lover, pulled over to the side of the road, and got out to see what had 
become of the rabbit carrying the basket. Much to his dismay, the 
colourful rabbit was dead. The driver felt so awful, he began to cry. 
 
A woman came across the man, saw him crying on the side of the road 
and pulled over. She stepped out of her car and asked the man what 
was wrong.  
 
'I feel terrible', he explained, 'I accidentally hit the Easter Rabbit and 
killed it. Children will be so disappointed. What should I do?' 
 
The woman told the man not to worry. She knew what to do. She back 
to her car, and pulled out a spray can. She walked over to the dead, 
limp rabbit, and sprayed the contents of the can onto the furry animal.  
 
Miraculously the Easter rabbit came to life, jumped up, picked up the 
spilled eggs and candy, waved its paw at the two humans and hopped 
down the road. 50 yards away the Easter rabbit stopped turned around, 
waved and hopped down the road. 50 yards further on, he turned again, 
waved and hopped another 50 yards, again he waved.  
 
The man was astonished. He couldn't figure out what substance could 
be in the woman's spray can. He ran over to the woman and asked, 
'What is in your spray can? What did you spray on the Easter rabbit?' 
The woman turned the can around so that the man could read the label. 
It said: 'Hair spray. Restores life to dead hair. Adds permanent wave.' 
 
I am sorry, a terrible joke, species wise very inaccurate and rather old 
but I like the twist at the end. This may only mean something if you 
remember your mother having a “perm”!  Please send me new better 
jokes to cheer everyone up.   
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Easter Cream Teas  
and Plant Stal l  

 

2 .30pm - 5pm 
 

Easter Sunday and Monday 
 

In the Vil lage Hall         

Church Open 
 

Easter Egg Hunt 
 

Decorated Easter Egg display  
(pop it in to the Hall Easter Sunday, 

everyone a prize winner) 
 

Why not come along and enjoy  
a del ic ious cream tea and then have  

a look at the wonderful Easter Flowers  
in the Church 

 
 
 


