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~ Issue 175   April - May 2018 ~ 

 
The front cover photograph was taken in 
Clevedon during one of the visits from the Beast 
from the East.  It does sum up spring so far I feel.  
When I was drinking coffee at the Village Post 
Office (every Tuesday 10.00am – noon for all Post office needs, also 
cheese, vegetables and eggs) and we were all sitting cosily around the 
table, I thought that anyone new might feel a bit put off as it does look 
from outside that the circle is rather inclusive.  Please, if you want to join 
in, just bring in a chair and we will make space.  It really is the more the 
merrier and so much more interesting to have fresh gossip!!   
 

Sylvia Stokes    01934-834461     ksmagazine@outlook.com 
 

Magazine Copy Date Tuesday 4th June 
This date is a little later than usual and the Magazine I am afraid 
will be coming out in the second week in June this time.  I hope 
this won’t cause problems for anyone. 
 
Thank you to all the villagers who provided the refreshments for the 
reception after Bob Ford’s funeral.  Also, a big thank you for the flowers 
in the church and all help behind the scenes.  
  
We are also very grateful for all the sympathy cards and messages 
received.  He would have been pleased to see so many friends and 
family come to say farewell. 

The Ford family. 
 
Kingston	  Seymour	  Historical	  Society	  	  The	  AGM	  is	  on	  24th	  April	  7.30	  
for	  7.45	  at	  Bulbeck,	  Bullock’s	  Lane.	  
	  

The	  Kingston	  Seymour	  Village	  Market	  is	  on	  Saturday	  7th	  April	  in	  the	  
Village	   Hall	   10.00	   –	   12.00.	   	   All	   the	   usual	   produce	   including	   fresh	   meat	   and	  
vegetables,	   bread,	   home-‐made	   cakes	   and	   preserves,	   second-‐hand	   books,	  
garden	   plants,	   gifts,	   cards,	   jewellery,	   bacon	   butties	   and	   a	   delicious	   cup	   of	  
coffee.	  	  Why	  not	  come	  along?	  	  
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Lucky Lotto Winners 

 
Lucky winners of the village lotto in January and February were Ros 
Woodman, Sylvia Price, Jeff Hance, Olive Lawrence, Jude Simmons, 
Nathan and Luke Cox, Alan Saunders and Alice Cox.  Congratulations 
to them all. 
 
For those who don’t know how it works, the winner each week is the 
person holding the ticket number matching the bonus ball in the 
Saturday national lotto – so there are only 59 tickets.  That lucky person 
wins £33 for just a £1 stake, with the balance in excess of that helping 
village causes (primarily related to the village hall) at the same time. 
 
Please give Olive Lawrence a call (on 01934-833186) or pop in to see 
her at the village Post Office on Tuesday mornings if you want to take 
part or to find out more. 
 

Speeding Traffic 
 
Many months ago there was a meeting in the Village Hall where traffic 
in the village was discussed.  The majority feeling of those present at 
the meeting was that some form of speed restriction should be put into 
place. 
 
Since then there has been no activity other than the installation of the 
“gates” which only seem to prompt discussion rather than slow down 
vehicles.  There seems an influential group within the village who 
oppose any speed restriction and they are getting their way.  Relying on 
drivers to display a little courtesy/respect for residents does not 
materialise. 
 
Lampley Road is totally different to the lanes, closes and tracks to 
outlying properties where their narrow and winding nature prohibits high 
speed.  Lampley Road is, by comparison, dangerous for residents and 
pedestrians alike.  Drivers exiting the village, having driven 50 yards 
from the Triangle, can see all the way to the top of the motorway bridge 
and many accelerate hard at this stage.  This makes it very difficult for 
residents, with restricted visibility from hedgerows and copses etc., to 
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safely pull out from their driveways.  Similarly vehicles heading into the 
village can be arriving at great speed, on the wrong side of the road 
because of vehicles parked on the south side.  Up to 60mph is currently 
legal and on occasions is exceeded. 
 
The vehicles can be noisy too.  Visitors note the motorway but the noise 
from local traffic is far more intrusive.  Similarly aircraft from Bristol 
airport passing over the village are commented on by the council but 
again are far less intrusive than the traffic. 
 
I understand there is an objection to signs but we still have signs, 
permanent or temporary, for fishing lakes, markets, pub, meetings and 
events. 
 
To those who object to the concept of speed restriction could I ask you 
to consider whether you don’t like the solution because you are part of 
the problem! 

Gerry Woods, Lampley Woods, Lampley Road 
 
             Flower Guild 
 
We held our AGM in February and for those of you who 
weren't able to come I would like to say a big 'Thank 
you' for all your help over the last year. 

 
Easter will be over by the time you get this so thank you also for the 
hard work in making the Church ready for this celebration. 
 
We are planning the following for the coming year: 
In July an outing to Hestercombe Gardens. 
September 6th - a visit to Winchester Cathedral for 'Illumination' a 
Festival of Flowers inspired by the Winchester Bible. 
September 12th - a workshop led by Kathryn Delve when we will be 
making Hay Troughs which will be used for Harvest Festival. 
 
Information and forms to sign up for these events will be available soon 
and will be at the Post Office on Tuesdays as well as by distribution to 
you. 
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We have had a couple of workshops with Jo at Lampley Farm 
making pottery poppies which we are using to make a display for 
Remembrance as it 100 years since the end of WW1.  We are 
planning to do more so if there is anyone who would like to make 
a poppy please would you contact Caroline Harris.  The poppies 
will be yours to keep but we ask if we may please use them for 
the display and then return them to you. 
 
As I said at the AGM thank you so much for your help, friendship 
and support within the Guild. 

Sue Hyde   Chairman 
 

                The Village Quiz  
 
This was, I hear, a great success this 
year with questions produced and 
delivered by Pete Harris. There was an 
Irish theme as it was on St Patrick’s Day 
and everyone entered into the spirit of the 
evening. 
 
A delicious Irish stew supper enjoyed 
half-way through the evening to keep the 
brain cells ticking.  Thank you to The 
Friends for all the work setting up the quiz 
and decorating the hall with an Irish 
theme, the various excellent cooks 
coordinated by Sue Lang, Pete Harrison 
for his entertaining delivery of the 
questions and everyone for coming along 
and taking part. 
 
The Ford / Simmons team turned out the victors and took home the 
magnificent cup.  Nearly £700 was raised for the church roof.   
 
Look Out for information about lunch time concerts that it is hoped 
will resume soon In St Mary’s Church, Kingston Seymour. 
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Kingston Seymour Parish Council 

 
Hello everyone and firstly – on behalf of the Parish Council, the 
Community Resilience group and every person who received some help 
– I would like to say a big 
 

THANK YOU! 
 
to everyone who cleared a road or path, who ensured that their 
neighbour was OK and had enough food and to everyone for all of 
those other acts of kindness shown during the recent spells of bad 
weather.  The community of Kingston Seymour really rallied around and 
demonstrated – once again – what a great place to live this is!   I’d like 
to think that that’s all the snow for this year …. but they’re warning of a 
“White Easter” now! 
 
Council Matters 
The draft minutes of the Parish Council meeting on the 14th March are 
on the website and the highlights from the discussions are: 
 

- the surrounds of the Village Gates WILL be done over the 
Easter weekend  
- we’ve bought a new bench for the green and this should be 
installed in the next few weeks 
- we’re going to commission an independent specialist survey of 
the condition of the 7 trees on the green to help us to continue to 
manage them properly. 
- we will keep North Somerset Council NSC) advised of the 
potholes that appear throughout the village but please feel free 
to do so yourself as well.  This can be done online – or through 
the NSC call centre.  The more reports of the same hole, 
perhaps the higher chance of an early repair? 
- later in the year, we’ll set up a working party to get the posts 
and railings alongside the church and through the village 
renewed/repainted 
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- we’re looking into paying for additional hedge trimming in the 
autumn – to ensure that our roads are safe and usable across 
next winter 
- we’ll continue to support the Village Hall wi-fi service.  This is 
available to all parishioners and if you want to, you can come 
and log-on whilst enjoying a drink at a pub night or even sitting 
outside on a spring evening after a walk! 

 
You will have seen from your Council Tax bills that the Parish precept 
did not increase again but we remain with sufficient funds to invest in 
the village – including those noted above.  For this year we have a new 
statutory requirement to deal with GDPR (General Data Protection 
Regulation) we are currently working through the requirements to 
ensure the Parish Council is compliant.  You will almost certainly be 
affected by GDPR and there’s a useful article in this month’s North 
Somerset Life which, if you haven’t received the paper copy through 
your door, I have placed on the website. 
 
Annual Parish Meeting 
This will take place on Monday 30th April at 7.30pm in the Village Hall 
and gives you all the opportunity to come along and have your say 
about anything that the Parish Council is responsible for or able to 
assist with.  Please make a note of the date in your diaries and do come 
along and understand what is happening in the village. 
 
In other news…... 
There were no crimes reported to the Police in the last couple of 
months, but we do know that there was an incidence of fly-tipping down 
one of the quieter lanes.  Please keep an eye out for this sort of activity 
and report it if you are able. 
 
Talking of rubbish, there’s to be a new collection regime starting in 
June.  Teams are to be allocated to specific areas – where they will 
always work.  This should ensure that the local team get to know the 
route and their customers, and this should mean that collections are not 
missed and can be quickly made up if there is an adverse event – like 
snow!  Recycling will still be weekly – residual and garden waste will still 
be fortnightly.  Every household will receive a new calendar of collection 
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dates before June and, whilst WHAT is collected will not change, WHEN 
it is collected may well do so.   
 
 
Finally, please keep an eye on the village website for news of the latest 
happenings in the village and elsewhere in our vicinity.  Happy Spring!   
 

Steve Dixon, Parish Clerk 
 

Ladies Village Lunch Club 
	   
As many of you know, our Mothers Union Branch closed last year due 
to dwindling numbers.  Those of us remaining had a Christmas lunch 
and decided to meet on a regular basis.  Since Christmas we have been 
set back by illness and snow but I propose to arrange a lunch on 
THURSDAY 12th APRIL AT 1PM and it will be for ANY LADIES IN THE 
VILLAGE WHO WOULD LIKE TO JOIN US.   The venue will be the 
OLD INN at CONGRESBURY.  We will meet in the village car park at 
12.30pm and share cars as the parking there is limited.   
  
I will also book for THURSDAY MAY 10TH, same place, same time.  If 
this idea appeals to the village, we can vary the day or venue as we go 
on to suit different people.  Please let me know ASAP if you are 
interested by phone or e mail for April or May. 
  

Margaret Laishley.       Tel 01934 838583     Mobile 07749831927    	  
	  email	  	  	  m.laishley@btinternet.com 

 

Church Notes 
 

Last month we lost, in Bob Ford, one of the 
most faithful, knowledgeable and 
conscientious members of the church family 
that many of us will have known.  He would 
be the first to admit that he didn't always get 
it right, but his loyalty, devotion, efficiency 
and determination to help sustain and work 
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for the church and village he loved, is without question.  He was a man 
of great faith, and the journey that took him there later in his life, came 
through his love of music.  Churchwarden on several occasions, 
organiser, Deputy to the end, Bob was the strong rock on whom we 
could depend.  He will indeed be hugely missed. There is a full tribute to 
him as a separate article. 
 

The target for the roof fund is getting ever smaller.  It is hard to put into 
words the sense of relief and the deep thankfulness felt for the 
response and incredible generosity shown.  Thank you so very much. 
 

Mothering Sunday Weekend started with breakfast on the Saturday. It 
was a great morning with 
about 80 breakfasts 
served. It was also 
Fairtrade Fortnight and 
we believe that means 
not only helping support 
those struggling to make 
a living for themselves 
abroad, but supporting 
our British farming too. 
So the food was 
provided, as much as 
possible, from local 
sources as well as 
through the Fairtrade 
logo. Many thanks to all 
of you for coming along 
and to the super-efficient 
team of helpers. 

  
Family Service was also 
great. Thank you Sylvia 
for preparing an extra 
amount of posies for 

distribution - all were needed. Extras pieces of bunting had to be hastily 
made and then used for creating a portrait of mum. Meanwhile, helpful 
mums and dads were busy threading them on string and the finished 
result is hooked up for all to see. 
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Good Friday 2pm Hour at the Foot of the Cross is a service of 
meditative readings, music and prayer to reflect this time of Christ's 
Passion. 
Easter Sunday 11am Family Easter Communion  
Cream Teas will be served in the Village Hall 2.30pm - 5.00pm on 
Easter Sunday and Monday. There will be an Easter Egg Hunt for the 
children in the churchyard on both days, and a Plant Stall with a very 
good selection of plants from Southbank Nursery in the Hall on both 
days as well. 
After that Cream Teas will be on the first Sunday of the month 
throughout the summer. 
 
The evening services on the second Sunday of the month, will resume 
their 6pm slot from April onwards now the dark evenings are over. It 
seems that tea has been appreciated and enjoyed so on Sunday April 
8th, if you'd like to come along to church at 4.30pm, Afternoon Tea of 
sandwiches and cakes will be available and then Evensong will follow 
on at 6pm. Everything is given so there's no charge and you don't have 
to come to the tea first of course, just turn up to whichever suits you. 
 

Sue Thomas and Jackie Wright 
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                  Bob Ford 
 
Bob Ford was born in 1930 at Laurel Farm in 
Kingston Seymour to Cecil & Eleanor Ford better 
known as Jack & Non. 
 
After leaving school he worked with his father on 
the family dairy farm.  
 

He met his future wife Sheila when she was evacuated to the area 
during the second world war she went to school with Bob’s sister 
Marigold. Sheila went on to become a state registered nurse and they 
were married in 1954 when they had Kingford House built in the village. 
Kingford being the prefix of their pedigree Friesian dairy herd. 
 
Ian was born in 1955 followed in 1960 by Tim. 
 
Bob took over the running of Laurel Farm in 1964 after his father retired. 
He sold the dairy herd in 1974, afterwards rearing a few stock and 
working for the Somerset Livestock Agency, later taking over the 
agency when the owner retired. 
 
For a while his home life was split between living at Kingston, and 
spending time in the flat Sheila used when she was on-call at Cherry 
Orchard Nursing Home in Clevedon, where she was matron. 
 
Sheila became ill in the mid 80’s and as she deteriorated, he became 
her carer with help from others, especially Fay Bailey and Hazel Cole. 
When he was no longer able to care for her at home, she became 
resident at Somerset Lodge, Ham Green, where he visited her every 
day until she died in 1997.  Afterwards, he immersed himself in his 
many interests; singing in the choir, the church, family and local history, 
general village life and walking in Exmoor and Cornwall.  
 
He was always keen to be involved in the various major village events 
and was often seen about the fields and seawall on walks. However, 
one particular Christmas day he was spotted riding somewhat erratically 
on a child’s bike, accompanying one of his granddaughters around the 
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village. The liquid Christmas spirit may have had more to do with his 
unsteady balance than the size of the bike!  
 
After an admission to hospital in May 2017, he spent the last 9 months 
of his life at Somerset House in Yatton where the staff were so patient, 
kind and caring and he quickly came to think of it as home. He was 
even able to enjoy his favourite wine and cheese on a daily basis right 
to the end. He had numerous trips to hospital and on his last visit the 
ambulance man asked him what he used to do for a living, to which he 
replied: he was on his third career as he was now an author and had 
just had his book “Recalling Earlier Times” published! Seeing his book 
published was the motivation that kept him going until Christmas, after 
which his health rapidly deteriorated. 
 
He leaves his two sons and their wives Jane and Chris. Grandchildren 
Robert, Lindsay, Nicola and Beth and their partners Sadie, Barry and 
Pete, also great grandchildren Freya, Milla, Ella and James. 
 

Bob Ford and Kingston Seymour Church 
 
Bob became involved in church life through his (and Sheila's) love of 
music and singing. They were invited to join the choir by the then 
Rector, Frank Stevens. Bob was a PCC member for more years than 
can be remembered, served on the Deanery Synod and helped form the 
Yatton Moor Parish in 1981. He worked hard for the United Benefice 
with Kenn, embracing the idea of working together, and then later the 
wider Parish of Yatton Moor. To the end he supported the services 
across the 5 villages whilst fervently making sure that Kingston's voice 
was heard. 
 
Bob had an immeasurable knowledge of how All Saints functioned. He 
knew the intricacies of the clock and heating system, he kept a close 
eye on churchyard upkeep and maintenance and if a job needed 
attention, he immediately started the process and saw it through. He 
was responsible for the re-wiring, sound system, additional lighting, 
clock automation, kitchenette and re-instatement of the Lady Chapel. 
He was the person to contact with any family or village history query, 
spending many an hour sharing his knowledge with a stranger. In his 
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final months he was able to see his book 'Recalling Earlier Times' 
published, an achievement of which he was rightly proud. 
 
Bob was the driving force behind the 2000 Flower Festival with Jo 
Hedger, painstakingly researching information on Saints and leading 
figures in the life of the Christian Church. He attended to every detail to 
ensure this millennium milestone was celebrated as a fitting tribute to 
2000 years of faith. 
 
With the same efficiency he ensured all the day-to-day tasks were 
covered - frontals changed, readers notified, intercessors prepared, 
wine and wafers supplied and hymn books collected from Kenn when 
needed, spending time chatting over news of the villages with his good 
friend Ray Naish.    His dogged determination kept the choir going 
during the time when there were just 2 members. He carried the 
processional cross with humility as well as pride, leading the choir to 
their seats for many years. 
 
Bob gave wise counsel, offered quiet advice and guidance but never 
interfered. He had strong views but accepted decisions without question 
if they differed from his own view point. Bob truly was 'the salt of the 
earth' and Kingston and All Saints owes him a great deal. 

 
Ed Brooks Rides Out. 

 
On 6th May when many will be going on with 
their normal weekend routine, Ed Brooks will be 
catching a bus to Land's End to start a 950-mile 
challenge on his bicycle. 
 
Ed is raising money for Lifeskills, a Bristol 
based safety education charity. Many will have 
dealings as most year 6's go on a school trip to 
the Create Centre in Bristol to learn how to stay 

safe in the modern world. The charity also caters for the elderly and 
vulnerable people of all ages.   
 
There are 12 riders from around the region taking part and four support 
crew including Alice Cox from Kingston Garage. We will be averaging 



 14 
80 miles a day and will be aiming to finish in 12 days. There is an after 
party in the village hall on 20th May where everyone will have a much 
deserved drink or two. The event is open to all and there will be food, 
bar and a live band. Tickets are £10 available from Alice or Ed.  
 

There is also fundraising event being organised by Alice and Ed on the 
27th April - details to be confirmed. It will be a cider theme but other 
drinks and food will be available. 

  

We are fundraising through Everyclick and the link to Ed's page is  
www.everyclick/egb_lejog_cycle_ride  
 

One Year Down (well, almost!) 
 
This week we had the first AGM for the Village Hall under the new way 
in which it is being managed via the Charity and Trust. I thought it would 
be a good chance to provide a quick overview of the messages given 
for those that could not attend. 
 

Opening with financial statements which John Allday provided in his role 
as Independent Assessor. The overview was that things were on the up 
with the new initiatives in the hall providing a well needed boost of 
income to ensure that we were able to manage the hall going forward. 
John reported that this was the first year that we had a surplus of 
income over expenditure in the last 13 years. This is all thanks to those 
of you supporting the events and I thank you for that. 
 

We then went into the Chairman’s report on what’s been achieved and 
plans for the future.  
This year’s headlines are: 

• New Chairs in the hall 
• Village Pub Nights (and Snowday special, see photo) 
• Wine Tasting Evening 
• Updated/Low Energy Lighting (still more to do) 
• On-Line Presence (Facebook and Website) 
• Loft Clear Out 
• New cowl on skittle alley roof 
• Smoke Alarms 
• Won a Solar Power Grant/achieved an EPC D Rating 
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• New benches on patio 
• Christmas and New Year Celebrations 
• Removal of trees from front 
• Very successful Christmas Fayre 
• Race Night event. 
• Bookings 
• Village Hall Wi-Fi (in conjunction with Parish Council) 

 
• Next year 
• Solar Project 
• Bar Refurbishment 
• Upcoming Events: 
• Friday Pub Night to continue 
• Big Screen Events 
• Mid-Summer Ball 
• Decorating/updates	   

I would like to take this opportunity to say thanks to all those that use 
the hall and facilities provided. Let’s look forward to another successful 
12 months.                                                                        Andy Gillam 
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