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~ Issue 180 February - March 2019 ~  
 

First some good news which is that the Mobile Library is now coming 
fortnightly on Tuesdays as before but from 11.10 to 12.40.  So now you 
can come to Toddlers or Post Office and have plenty of time to call in.  
This is a brilliant service please use it.  It is footfall that counts so just 
going in helps.  This change has come about because of the closure of 
Long Aston Library which I find a little chilling.  The village continues 
busy with the Burns Night soon and The Village Quiz is on the horizon.  
I would just like to thank Any and Kate Gilliam for keeping the fortnightly 
Village Pub going all last year (with help from others).  It is good to know 
there are now volunteers who are willing to give up a Friday night and 
serve behind the bar.  This facility really keeps the community together. 
 
Keep warm – Sylvia Stokes ksmagazine@outlook.com -01934 834461 
  

Magazine copy date Saturday 23h March 2019 
 

~Kingston Seymour Parish Council~ 
 
I want to start this month with a note of thanks to Mike Wallis following 
his recent resignation as a Parish Councillor.  Mike first joined the 
Council in March 2009 and for nearly ten years he has given his time 
and commitment to both making improvements in and protecting the 
Parish.  He has always brought insight and strong arguments to the 
table in many areas in support and representation of the community.  
On behalf of the Council Chairman, all of our Councillors and the Parish 
itself, I would like to say a big “Thank You” to Mike for his service. 
 

***** 
None of your Councillors are paid for the time and commitment they 
give to the council.  The Parish Council is most effective by being 
represented by a broad cross section of the community that shares the 
BS21 6xx postcode.  On the 2nd May this year, elections for Parish 
(and District) Councillors will take place and you have a chance to stand 
as a Councillor and bring your own set of knowledge and skills to the 
table.  Your commitment will – broadly – be to about 10 meetings a 
year, assimilating papers sent by me and being available to be a voice 
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in our community, helping to ensure that Kingston Seymour continues to 
remain the fantastic place that it is to live, work and play. 
 
Forms for nomination as a Councillor will be available in March and they 
will need to be submitted by a date in April – in advance of the election 
date.  All the details will be on the parish website as soon as I receive 
them from North Somerset. 
 

***** 
Notes from the discussions at the last meeting: 
 
The Big Four: 
 
Road Safety Strategy.  Our plans are being processed alongside 
others by NSC and in advance of final agreement before the start of the 
2019/20 financial year in April.  At this time, we do not know when the 
works will be scheduled for us but we are pushing for an early start 
 
Cycle Route. The planning application for the cycle route was passed 
by NSC Councillors in December despite our representations.  We 
understand that NSC are now going through the process of applying for 
funding from Government departments and putting in place the 
necessary further reviews and consultations as required by the planning 
consent.  We expect further discussions in this area 
 
Coastal Footpath.  There is a need for Natural England to carry out a 
formal habitats assessment and this may delay progress for a few 
months. 
 
Fracking.  No news, but we must remain informed and vigilant if we are 
to keep Kingston Seymour “frack free”. 
 
Village news in brief: 
 
Precept - The village precept has not been increased for four years but 
costs and commitments have continued to increase.  The newly 
introduced hedge trimming service last September was well received, 
and we wish to repeat this year.  Accordingly, Councillors have voted to 
increase the precept by £500 for the 2019/20 financial year to cover 
those services delegated by NSC to the Parish Council.   This will 
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appear as a 4.2% increase (for a representative Band D property) on 
your overall NSC Council Tax bill. 
 
PC Adam Clarke – has advised that there was a spate of vehicle 
crimes being undertaken across the district – typically involving items 
being stolen from cars and vans being targeted in search of tools.  The 
advice is to ensure that your vehicles are secure and that valuable 
items, such as valuable tools, are taken inside your property rather than 
being left in vehicles. 
 
Roses (the Peace variety) - have been purchased for the War Memorial 
compound and will be planted shortly when the commemorative display 
is removed as lasting memorial of our Battles Over celebrations as a 
peace garden. 
 
Bristol Airport’s - planning application is open for public comments 
until the 26th January.  Whilst the current application suggests a move to 
12 million passengers per annum (from the current actual of 8mppa), 
this is a step on the declared strategy of the airport to reach 20mppa by 
“the 2040s”.   
 
Please contact me if you have any comments or questions about any of 
the above or anything else about the village 
 

Steve Dixon, Parish Clerk 
 

The following article Should have appeared in the last magazine 
but got lost in the ether between here and Rose Cottage.    I am 
sure it will bring back happy memoires. 
 
It all started quite innocuously:  

“Would you like to come to a concert on Friday evening?” 
“We’re having a dinner/dance on the Saturday night.” 

“Oh, and a bit of a bonfire after the service on Sunday.” 
Ha!! 

Little did I realise what was in store for me … 
Battle’s Over? 

Certainly not for this new recruit; initial manoeuvres were only just about 
to commence. 
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Arriving in the village in the dark on Friday afternoon I was awestruck by 
the effect of the illuminated poppies at the War Memorial appearing to 
ascend into the sky, but that was just the beginning.  By seven we were 
being blown through the lych-gate in a howling gale to enter a magical 
candlelit world.  The church was not only full of people but with the most 
amazing floral displays and wartime memorabilia.  An evening 
showcasing “Kingston’s got musical talent” began with performances 
from all age ranges.  Even the army mannequin was keen to be 
involved!  Goodness, wine and homemade canapes as well – this is 
amazing.  What a well thought out, uplifting start to the weekend. 
 
On Saturday morning it was an early reveille as I was on first shift as a 
steward in the church.  This meant that I was fortunate enough to have 
the opportunity to peruse in more detail, both the exhibits created by the 
Flower Guild which covered so many aspects of the effects of war, 
(every nook and cranny revealed another treasure), and also to view the 
plethora of documentation and articles amassed by the History Society. 
These alone could have filled the church. 
 
Then it was pinny on (a Kingston Seymour Helper’s pinny no less!) to 
help serve refreshments, a mark of villager’s generosity shown by there 
being so very many homemade cakes donated that there were ample to 
serve on Sunday too.  I think the hot refreshments were most welcomed 
by the “perished drowned rats” returning from the tractor and trailer 
rides. 
 
My turn now for the outdoor experience; donning coat and scarf I head 
off to climb aboard the “Kingston Stretch Limo” and what a fascinating 
experience that was – along lanes and tracks, across fields, up 
embankments we bounced, all the time learning about wartime in the 
area, crashed planes, decoy sites, searchlights, unexploded bombs, 
evacuees.  Who would have imagined such involvement in this 
seemingly tranquil vicinity. 
 
Back to Rose cottage by 3:30 a hot bowl of soup was definitely called 
for before dog walking, then all change – glad rags on, off we go – hold 
on, can this really be a village hall?  Wartime ambulance in the carpark, 
‘20s music emanating, a total wartime atmosphere within and guests 
entering the spirit, bedecked in their period party finery!!!  Wow you 
really know how to do things in style here!  We dined on pheasant and 
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danced until the band could be persuaded no more.  I hear that a few 
continued partying until the early hours. 
 
Armistice Day.  
 
A restful Sunday morning perhaps?  Not for this recruit, it’s off around 
the lanes with hammer, nails and string to put up directional signs to the 
beacon.  Then on a chilly sunny afternoon we gathered as a village en 
masse, once again in solemn remembrance at the War Memorial to 
hear the roll of honour, the last post and to lay wreaths.  I was struck by 
the entirety of the village’s spirit, from toddlers to veterans and even a 
pony wearing its purple poppy.  Most of us then took the short stroll to 
the church to join in an inspirational Service of Remembrance, sincerely 
lead by Avril and made so very relevant by the memoires of local 
people.  At the end of the service we needed to make a swift getaway 
whilst the congregation chatted over refreshments. 
 
Drat I didn’t pack my fatigues. Ah well, never mind “the look”; I gratefully 
don one of John’s old coats and we set off swiftly to the Sea Wall to add 
some dry starter timber to the rain-soaked beacon.  Phew, thank good 
ness, a breeze is getting up. But …… will it light?  Next designer outfit 
here we go; wearing a high viz jacket I’m dispatched back down the 
track to guide cars into suitable parking places.  First to arrive is the 
Humphries family, so the children are given the honour of lighting the 
beacon – whoosh!!  Success.  Flames leap skyward and the heat 
outward.  On this very chilly evening I am amazed how many villagers 
have made the journey out to the beacon and now a large group is 
gathered around to contemplate, and hear Mike Sewell, this time not in 
uniform, bring the weekend’s proceedings to a fitting close. 
 
The lamps had gone out throughout the land with the darkness of war 
but the ceasefire on the 11th hour, of the 11th day, of 11th month started 
to bring the light back to a weary nation. The village acknowledged that, 
and the Kingston Seymour beacon shone out brightly that night for all to 
see.  It was a humbling experience to witness how the whole community 
of Kingston Seymour worked together with such a total commitment to 
honour this 100th anniversary of World War I. 
 
What an amazing effort.  What an amazing village. 
I was honoured to be able to add my small contribution. 

Pauline Madge 
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Kingston Seymour Quiz 2019 
 

 
 
 
 

Saturday 16th March 7.30pm @ Village Hall 
 

Teams of 4-6 People 
 

Tickets £10.00 / head including a hearty supper 
 

Save the date, booking details to follow 
 

The Friends of All Saints Kingston Seymour is a registered Charity 1056781 
 
Can I take this opportunity from all of us in the village to thank 
our Post Office Staff, John Allday, Judith Barber, Graham Daniel and    
Sue Saunders for running the post Office so efficiently.  It is great to be 
able to do all that post office stuff without standing in a queue and get a 
cup of coffee at the same time. 
So thank you to Olive Lawrence and all the coffee makers for both Post 
Office users and the Toddler group for all their work and also Sue Smith 
for the lovely cakes.                                                      
 

Ladies who lunch 
 

The next ladies’ lunch will be on THURSDAY 14TH FEBRUAY at the 
“DRUM  & MONKEY” Inn in Kenn at 1pm.  Despite the many changes 
there have been here I had a Sunday lunch there recently and it was 
very good so I hope it is worth a try .  On   THURSDAY MARCH 14th   
we will try another new venue which has been recommended, namely 
“CARRIAGES” AT  TICKENHAM,  which I believe is also a garden 
centre.     Please let me know if you intend to come to either or both of 
these lunches so that I may book the tables in advance.    Please meet 
in the village car park at 12.30pm for shared cars  or let me know if you 
wish to make your own way there.   Thankyou, Margaret Laishley   
Tel 01934 838583 or m.laishley@btinternet.com 
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~Is this a good Idea? ~ 
 
“Is this a good idea?” pondered Curiosity, surveying the great assembly. 
“Yes! Let’s do it!” cried Excitement, always the first to raise a hand. 
“Of course it is!” echoed Innocence, turning with eyes and arms wide to 
the throng. 
“I really don’t think so!” groaned Pessimism, “these new ideas are never 
any good.” 
“Whose idea is it?” queried Jealousy, who craved the limelight and 
resented anyone stealing it. 
“I don’t know and I don’t care” yawned Indifference, who hated group 
meetings and wanted to leave. 
“It’s my idea”, purred Condescension, “so it’s bound to be good!” 
“It’s a Stupid, Ill-conceived and Dangerous Idea!” roared Anger, 
thumping the table to emphasise the Capital letters. 
“Is it w….worth the risk?” stuttered Fear, half turning to run away. 
“It could be a really great idea, one of the best!” urged Optimism 
hopefully. 
“Possibly but we can’t be sure, can we?” replied Caution hesitantly. 
And then Wisdom stood and addressed the entire gathering. 
“We won’t know if it’s a good or a bad idea until we try it but no-one is 
being forced to do anything. Those who wish to take on the venture 
must support each other and persevere and those who prefer to stay 
must wish them well until they return; if they do.   
It is time to make up your mind!” 
There was a murmuring that swelled and a movement that rippled as 
everyone tried to decide. 
I also chose and made my way along a path that never did return,  
that wasn’t always easy but never caused me to regret my choice. 

Bernie Simmons  
 

~Village Lotto Winners~ 
 
Lucky winners of the village lotto in November and December were Sue 
Lang, John Harris, Janet Burdge, John Hilliard, Doug Smith. Richard 
Barber and Judy Seward.  Congratulations to them all. 
 
For those who don’t know how it works, the winner each week is the 
person holding the ticket number matching the bonus ball in the 
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Saturday national lotto and that lucky person wins £34 for just a £1 
stake, with the balance in excess of that helping village causes, 
primarily related to the village hall. 
 
Please give Olive Lawrence a call (on 01934-833186) or pop in to see 
her at the village Post Office on Tuesday mornings if you want to take 
part or to find out more. 
 

~Christmas Post 2018~ 
 
A big thank you goes out to the village for supporting ‘Christmas Post’ 
morning once again, especially on such a wet day!  It was a huge 
success totalling £266.00 to split and donate to our 2 charities this year. 
The British Heart Foundation and Weston Hospice, two Gerald Harris 
was particularly interested in supporting. We divided the money equally, 
as we had been informed that the village magazine fund is financially 
buoyant at present and not in need of help.  So these two charities have 
benefited. 
 
Our thanks must go to several people.  Firstly to Anthony Hawks who 
kindly took up the challenge to construct a second post frame. What a 
beautiful job of it he did too, and Olive’s lotto fund for financing it.  Thus 
easing the pressure on the old frame. We have all increased the volume 
of cards to each other which is wonderful – but requires more space. 
  
We thank John Harris and Graham Daniel for joining the ‘postie’ team, 
manning the new frame.  Thank you to Graham for being instrumental in 
advertising the event every year.  
 
Thank you to Olive and Jackie Harris for overseeing the incoming cards 
and donations; to Sue Smith for her gorgeous mince pies and dishing 
out the mulled wine.  Thank you to the P. O. for allowing us to invade 
the foyer!  A big thank you to the wonderful volunteers who so kindly 
faced the awful weather to deliver the cards around the village – in all 
that rain! 
 

That being said we wish you all a very Happy New Year and look 
forward to seeing you all again this coming Christmas 
 

Robin and Judy Seward 
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~Church Notes from Sue Thomas~ 
 

"There was something a bit special about this Christmas." It's something 
I've heard said several times this year and I think is true. It may have 
been the Carol Service with the wonderful Youth Choir, the hectic Crib 
Service or the stillness and peace of the Midnight Mass, but most 
probably a combination of all of it within those ancient walls, decorated 
as beautifully as ever with its candles and greenery. Or maybe what 
really made Christmas special this year, was to have our own Christmas 
miracle, with Sheena and baby Raphael home safely in time for 
Christmas Day after their traumatic week.  Thank God and our love to 
you all. 
 
The Carol Service was a fabulous start to Christmas week, with little 
Beth's beautiful solo for the first verse of Once in Royal David's City, to 
begin the candlelit service of Nine Carols and Readings. The extra-large 
choir helped lift the singing to the rafters. We welcomed the Young 
Farmers, always a joy, who shared the readings and then served mince 
pies and coffee to everyone after the service. And then we had the 
fabulous treat of hearing the young people sing O Holy Night. Thank 
you Susie; they really are brilliant and there's something hugely 
encouraging to see the Youth Choir and then the Young Farmers take a 
big part in this act of worship. 
 
Thank you Cheryl and Sylvia for putting the Crib Service together, not 
an easy task with limited time this year. It was full of energy and the 
joyfulness of children on Christmas Eve, but also with the awe and 
wonder of the Christmas story as the Narrators, Mary, Joseph, 
shepherds, angels and Kings re-told their part. Even the lamb had 
plenty to say this year. Kingston's Nativity wouldn't be the same without 
it. Henry brought the Holy Family back to church, having spent their final 
night at Yew Tree Lane after their travelling. They've had quite a journey 
this year and were even spotted at Pub Night one Friday. 
And then we went from the bustle and activity of the Crib Service to the 
gentleness and peace of the Candlelit Midnight Mass, to welcome the 
Christ child once more, in the stillness of the holy night. 
 
The person to say the biggest thank you to is Avril, who stood in to lead 
all these services this year. Thank you Avril, we are blessed indeed. 
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We were also blessed at the Epiphany Family Service. Rev Nigel 
Thomas who is now based at Cleeve and Claverham, told us of the 
Eastern Orthodox tradition of the blessing of the church doors by the 
Three Kings. If you look in All Saints, you will see that our doors have 
been blessed by our Kings. The significance is that every time someone 
walks through them, coming in or going on their way, the person will 
receive God's blessing. It's a lovely tradition and we will leave the chalk 
marks for as long as possible, as a reminder that we can all receive this 
blessing. 
 
So now we're into a new year, one that will give us new challenges, 
particularly financially, but also new plans and hopes as we look to the 
future. There is an Open Congregational Meeting on Thursday 7th 
February 8pm to look at some of these things. Please come if you'd like 
to, it's for everyone. 
 
Also coming up will be Shrove Tuesday Pancakes, Ash Wednesday 
service and Mothering Sunday celebrations. Look out for dates and 
times of some of these extra things later. 
 
Services for February and March are 
 
Sunday 3rd 11am Family Service for Candlemas 
Sunday 10th 5pm Ploughman's Tea in church 
                      6pm Plough Service 
Sunday 17th 11am Holy Communion 
Sunday 24th 8am Holy Communion 
 
Friday 1st March 7.30pm Women's World Day of Prayer Service 
Wednesday 6th March 11am Ash Wednesday Holy Communion 
 
Sunday 3rd 11am Family Service 
Sunday 10th 5pm Afternoon Tea 
                      6pm Evensong 
Sunday 17th 11am Holy Communion 
Sunday 24th 8am Holy Communion 
Sunday 31st 11am Mothering Sunday Family Service 
 

Come and see, we look forward to welcoming you. Don't forget the 
church is unlocked every Saturday from 10am to dusk. 
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Village Pub Nights. 
 

1st February 
15th February 

1st March 
15th March 
29th March 

 
 

 
Kingston Seymour 

Historical Society Programme 
 
Membership £10, Visitors £3 Junior Visitors £1.50  
All meetings start at 7.30 for 7.45 pm. Visitors very Welcome. 
Details - Jane Bell 01934 877322 or Anne Perrot 01934 833888  
 
Tuesday 29th January At: Mendip View Farm – The Cider House  
 where the bar will be open. 
Jane Bell – “Roman Kingston Seymour” An illustrated talk informing 
and explaining the many Roman finds discovered mainly at random on 
5 separate sites near to Ham Farm since 2011 and the ongoing 
investigations by the University of Exeter and also of Yatton, 
Congresbury, Claverham, Cleeve, Archaeological Research Team,  
  
Tuesday 26th February   At: Hawthorn Cottage, Middle Lane 
Clive Burlton – “A night at the Cinema”  
The show takes audiences back to the Cinema of the 1960’s with a 
traditional start and ending with in between period adverts and two films 
from the Bristol Archives Collection. These are Bristol, British City from 
1951 and Bristol Fashion from 1963. The former is an excellent 
documentary produced for the Festival of Britain in 1951, the latter was 
sponsored by the Port of Bristol Authority and shows the work of 
Bristol’s Docks.  
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Tuesday 26th March   At: The Tynings, Ham Lane 
Dr Amy Frost – Senior Curator for the Bath Preservation Trust 
“Repairing War Torn Bath” In April 1942, 19,000 buildings were 
damaged by bombing during what became known as the Bath Blitz. 
This talk reveals the work under taken to save and repair the damaged 
city and illustrates the impact of war on the architecture of Bath.  
 
Tuesday 30th April – AGM and SOCIAL at: Bulbeck, Bullocks Lane 
 

~ A Novel Idea ~  
 
Have you ever used a milk dispensing machine?  A chance 
comment on my own Facebook page has generated a post and a 
further discussion on the Kingston Seymour Village News page.   
 
Fairly common in parts of Europe for some years these Milk 
Stations now seem to be gathering a lot of supporters in the UK 
and capturing the mood of the moment: to buy local and reduce 
the use of single use plastics.  Spend 20 minutes in any health 
food shop in Bristol and you realise there is real appetite (pardon 
the pun) for fresh quality ingredients sourced locally.  With health 
benefits for us, and real financial benefits for the farmer, a village 
vending machine could be a winner.   
 
A quick Google search shows that there are a few stations in the 
West Country, but our closest ones are ‘Simple Cow’ in 
Chilcompton and ‘Horrington Milk Hut’ near Wells, neither of 
which are close enough for regular use.  Do we have any farms 
willing to get involved?  If so we’d love to support your initiative.  
What can we do to help get it going?   
 
Why not sign onto the Facebook page to get involved in the 
debate, let us know how many litres you currently buy each week, 
and we’ll keep you posted… 

Rebecca Stockwell 
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Don’t Forget the Village Market on 2nd February 10.00- 12.00 
in the Village Hall where you can get bread, veg, meat, cakes, 
preserves, crafts and so much more. 
 

Flower Guild - Thank you to everyone who helped make the 
Church such a festive and welcoming place for Christmas. It was a joy 
to be in there.  There is nothing else to report at this time as we will not 
be making any decisions until after the ÀGM on 4th February.  We will 
let you know our plans after that meeting.                                Sue Hyde.                                                                         
 

One final important thank you to all our magazine deliverers 
who put this publication through your door come rain or shine.  That is 
Sylvia Oliver, Claire Kinsella, Hazel Cole (and helpers), Chris 
Boardman, Di Edwards, Anita Simmons, Sue and Bryan Hutchinson and 
Sue Thomas. Without your help this whole project would not be 
possible. 

 

Finally a bad but seasonal Joke.  
 

Boris Johnson is being shown around a London hospital.  Towards the 
end of the visit, he is shown into a ward with a number of people with no 
obvious signs of injury or disease. 
 

He goes to greet the first patient and the chap replies: "Fair fa' your 
honest sonsie face, Great chieftain e' the puddin' race!  Aboon them a' 
ye tak your place, Painch, tripe, or thairm; Weel are ye wordy o' a grace 
as lang's my arm." 
 

Boris, being somewhat confused (easily done) goes to the next patient 
and greets him. 
The patient replies: "Some hae meat, and canna eat, and some wad eat 
that want it, but we hae meat and can eat, and sae the Lord be thankit." 
The third starts rattling off: "Wee sleekit, cow'rin, tim'rous beastie, O, 
what a panic's in thy breastie! Thou need na start awa sae hasty, wi 
bickering brattle! I wad be laith to rin an chase thee, wi murdering 
pattle!" 

 
Boris turns to the doctor and asks: "Is this the mental ward?" 

"No" the doctor replies, "It's the Burns unit." 
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Saturday 2nd February 

 

7 .15pm for 7 .30pm 
 

at Kingston Castle 
( sometimes known as the Vil lage Hall )  

 
3 Course Supper 

Piper 
Ceil idh 

Dress Code: ' fa ir ly formal with a touch of tartan ' 

 
Tickets :  £20 
From:  Sue Thomas (833593)  
Judy Seward (832612) 
Sue Lang (835939) 

 
Tables of 8 , 10 or 12 can be arranged if requested 

but no need to make up a table 
 

In aid of  church general fund 
Parish of Yatton Moor registered charity no 1132177 

 


