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Issue 181 April – May 2019 
 

I truly believe spring is on its way.  This time last year I remember 
putting a photograph of snow on the front of the magazine.  This 
year the daffodils are fading and we haven’t even made it to 
Mother’s Day yet.  Things in the village are quiet at present or it 
would seem so as the magazine is shorter than usual.  I hope I will 
get more contributions next time. 
 

Perhaps the most significant project for the village may be the 
introduction of faster broadband although who will provide it is 
still up for grabs.  If you get the magazine in time why not call in at 
the village pub on 28th March and see what TrueSpeed, one of the 
possible providers, has to offer.  
 

Meanwhile the next school holidays will soon be upon us and may 
I wish you all a very Happy Easter. 
 

Sylvia Stokes 01934 834461  ksmagazine@outlook.com 
 

Magazine Copy Date Thursday 23rd May 
 

Village Lottery Organiser Retires 
 
I started the Village Hall Lottery following Vi Sinclair, who had set it up 
the first lottery to raise fund s for a flower festival.  In 1999 there were 
49 numbers this grew to 59 numbers and I now feel it is time for me to 
give it up.   The first purchase from the lottery profits was used to 
purchase cupboards and a safe for the Post Office in the hall.  More 
money was used towards buying a cooker, china, a fridge, microwave, 
table cloths, saucepans, curtains, plastering and painting the foyer and 
the ladies and gents toilets.  There were also white drapes for weddings 
in the Hall and money towards the new kitchen fund.  If anyone wants 
more details about how the money has been spent please do contact 
me.  The last lottery will be in May 2019. 
 

Olive Lawrence 
 

Congratulations Olive on how much you have helped the hall and thank 
you for all that hard work collecting the money and contacting the lucky 
winners over the last 20 years.  We all appreciate what you have done 
particularly when our number matched the winning bonus ball!!   Editor   
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POPPY APPEAL ORGANISER – British Legion 
 
After 4 years of organising the Poppy Appeal for Yatton, Cleeve and 
Claverham, our present Poppy Appeal Organiser is standing down from 
the role.  We are therefore looking for someone else to take this on and 
the present Poppy Appeal Organiser is more than happy to help anyone 
who is interested.  There is also a team of willing helpers.   IT skills 
would be useful and also a driver in this area.  Interested?  Then please 
contact Simon on 01934 830133 or Jenny on 01934 838564.    
 
TrueSpeed are planning to bring their own fibre optic broadband 
network into Kingston Seymour, guaranteeing minimum ultrafast 
internet speeds of 200Mb/s.   TrueSpeed are privately funded so need 
approximately 30% of the village to sign up before they can include us 
in one of their build projects.  Standard installation is free and you pay 
rental for the service only once installed. 

 
If you missed the presentation in the village hall on 14th March, 
TrueSpeed’s local community engagement manager, Andy Moore, will 
be at the village pub night on Friday 29th March from 7.30pm to 9.30pm 
to buy you a drink and answer any questions that you may have.  
Alternatively, Andy can be reached on 07548 239261 by 
email amoore@truespeed.com.  
 
Got to be worth coming for the free beer..... 
 

Are you a litter lout? 
 

Yesterday afternoon (23 March), needing a break from being on my 
hands and knees in the garden, I took my wheelbarrow, a black bag and 
a litterpicker  and walked up Bullocks Lane, left almost down to the 
Triangle and then right, up to Prospect. I do this fairly regularly, not 
because I am a particularly Virtuous Person, but because I really, really 
hate litter, and I can’t stand seeing our lovely lanes polluted by so much 
rubbish!  
 

As usual I picked up more than 100 items – cans, glass bottles, plastic 
bottles, plastic and polystyrene food containers, disposable coffee 
mugs, sweet and biscuit wrappers, plastic bags (fewer these days, 
which is good) and assorted items ranging from gloves, socks, boots 
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and  broken car parts to items too unsavoury to mention in a family 
magazine! However, no little bags of dog poop festooning our hedges 
this time, which I think is a first!  
 

About a third of my haul was recyclable and therefore valuable. Perhaps 
we can’t do much about plastic in the oceans, or the air quality in our 
big cities, but we can all do our bit in cleaning up our local environment.  
And not littering it in the first place! I know that things can fall out of the 
recycling lorries, or blow out of the green boxes on windy days, but in 
my view the vast majority of the litter in our lanes appears to have been 
chucked out of car windows or dropped carelessly either by residents or 
visitors. If you see this happening, be brave and let the offenders know 
that it is NOT OK!! They might be a bit upset with you but they will 
probably think twice before doing it again.  

Leonie Allday 
 
 
 

The Village Market 
 

Saturday 6th April 
At 10.00 am in the Village Hall. 

 
All the usual Stalls including Bacon 

Sandwiches, Coffee and Tea, Homemade 
Cakes, Preserves, Cards, Crafts, Second 

Hand Books, Fair Trade Stall, and Fresh Meat. 
They will also be welcoming Chouxfayre 

Patisserie again. (See below) 
   

Why not come along and have a look. 
 
Chouxfayre is a French Patisserie, run by French Pastry Chef, 
Clovis Rondet, from his home in Clevedon. Chouxfayre sells a variety of 
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French pastries, Florentines, biscuits and also traditional English 
scones. Chouxfayre will be at Kingston Village Market in April selling a 
range of freshly baked products. Chouxfayre also makes patisserie to 
order.  
Please look at our Facebook page www.facebook.com/chouxfayre, or 
contact Clovis on 0775409622. 
Do have a look; their pastries look yummy! 
 

The Flower Guild 
 

Easter is nearly here and we are again offering villagers the opportunity 
to sponsor a lily in memory of a loved one.  The lilies will be £2.50 each 
and letters with forms attached are at The Post Office and in The 
Church Porch. 
 

We will be arranging for Easter on Friday 19th April from 3pm after 
Good Friday service. Please bring some greenery if possible. 
 
We are hoping to visit Blenheim Palace Flower Show on Sunday 23rd 
June where NAFAS will be exhibiting on the theme of Circus - The Big 
Top. There is also the choice of visiting the Palace if wished. The cost 
will be as follows: 
 
Flower Show, Park Gardens and coach  concessions £33.50  adult £35 
Palace, Park Gardens, Flower Show and coach  concessions £41.50    
 adult £43.50 
 

Letters with forms are available at The Post Office or from myself and 
£10 deposit will be required to book a place. This deposit is refundable 
if the visit is cancelled. 
 
The rota for flowers in The Church is in the Porch for anyone who would 
like to take up a date for themselves. 
 
We have quite a few weddings this year and we will keep you informed 
as to when and what is needed for each of them. 
 
Thank you for your continuing support and we look forward to 
welcoming any of you on any of the above occasions. 

Sue Hyde 
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Kingston Seymour Parish Council 
 
The 3rd April is the last day for you to put in your nomination to become 
a Parish Councillor from May.  All of the necessary information is on our 
website and we need seven Parish Councillors.   
 
By the 4th April, we will know whether there is to be an election on May 
2nd or - if there were less than 8 nominations - that the prospective 
Councillors who have been nominated will be appointed via an 
uncontested election.  The information will be published on the website 
as soon as it becomes available. 
 

Whether there is an election or not, your existing Council formally retires 
on Tuesday 7th May and your new Council takes office on that day.  
The first meeting for the new Council will be the Annual Meeting of the 
Council (13th May) and then Parishioners will be able to meet the new 
Council at the Annual Parish Meeting which will this year be held on 
Thursday 23rd May in the Village Hall. 
 

Notes from the discussions at the last regular meeting of this 
Council: 
 
Strawberry Line Extension.  It was noted that much of the extension 
from Yatton (Bloor Homes site) to near Kingston Bridge is almost 
complete and it will be full multi use including a route for horses.  The 
connection to Kingston Bridge is more likely to complete in early 2020 
and we are looking into how this will connect to Lampley Road and be 
sign posted once it is completed 
 

As with many roads in North Somerset, potholes have started appearing 
again in our lanes and these will be noted and reported.  As I have 
suggested before though, if lots of folk report them they may receive 
attention sooner so please don’t hesitate to go online at the NSC 
website and mark on their map where you have seen one. 
 
Your Council agreed an interim budget for 2019/20 – and which the new 
Council will be asked to ratify early in their tenure.  The budget includes 
funding for the planned Parish Council led Road Safety improvements 
and for hedge and verge trimming again in September.  Funding is also 
provided for the training of new Councillors. 
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Village news in brief: 
PC Adam Clarke – reported that an investigation was underway into a 
serious incident in a property in the village.  There had also been 
reports of suspicious phone calls being made during the night and a 
driver had reported hitting a deer on one of the lanes. 
 

Roses – The rose bushes have been planted in the War Memorial 
compound and should grow into attractive additions to that area.  We 
have noticed some flaking of a repair on the memorial itself and this has 
been referred to our contractors who will return and fix once the threat 
of any frost has passed. 
 

Joint Local Transport Plan – The consultation has now ended and we 
will share any announcements on our website and through this 
magazine.  We also await NSCs verdict on the Bristol Airport Planning 
Application, but experience shows this could take as much as a year to 
determine. 
 

Finally, if anyone has news items or events to tell the village about 
please let Sylvia know for this magazine and let me know so that I can 
put the item on our website. 
Please contact me if you have any comments or questions about any of 
the above or anything else about the village.  My email address is 
kingstonseymourpc@gmail.com, or phone me on 07902 798162. 

Steve Dixon, Parish Clerk 
 

Quiz Night 

 
The KS annual Quiz night was another great success with nearly 100 
participants enjoying an evening of challenging questions, great 
company and good food. 

 
Approximately £1000 was raised for The Friends of All Saints church.  
Thank you all of you who supported this great event. 
 
Many, many thanks to the wonderful team of villagers who set up the 
hall, served the supper, cleared away and washed up. 
 

Many thanks to the Quiz Master for his challenging quiz.  Also thanks to 
the question sheet markers who really worked hard to collect and collate 
the answers so swiftly. 
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This award has been given to our community Post Office (Every 
Tuesday 9.30 to 12.00) and well deserved it is.  Congratulations to John 
Allday, Judith Barber, Sue Saunders, Graham Daniel and Olive 
Lawrence. 
 

Village Lotto Winners 
 
Lucky winners of the village lotto in January and February were Phil 
Simmons, Bruce Norton, Vern Culmstock, Sylvia Stokes, Carol Chappell 
and John Hilliard – some of whom were extra lucky and won it more 
than once!  Congratulations to them all. 
 
For those who don’t know how it works, the winner each week is the 
person holding the ticket number matching the bonus ball in the 
Saturday national lotto.  That lucky person wins £34 for just a £1 stake, 
with the balance in excess of that helping village causes, primarily 
related to the village hall. 
Please give Olive Lawrence a call (on 01934-833186) or pop in to see 
her at the village Post Office on Tuesday mornings if you want to take 
part or to find out more. 
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Church Notes 
 
The really good news to report is that we have successfully made the 
application, and have now been granted permission to advertise for 
another House for Duty priest! This was never a given and there is still 
no guarantee that an appointment will be made, but the biggest hurdle 
has been overcome. The next stage is to draw up a profile with Tim 
Scott, our Team Rector. The post will give pastoral care of Kingston and 
Kenn as the main responsibility, but also include a team-wide brief, 
particularly with regard to the Messy Church activities developing. We'll 
keep you informed as things develop, but it's an exciting step forward. 
 
Also good news is that we can, at long last, get the Lych Gate repaired 
and coffin rest replaced to the original design and measurements. It's 
been a bit of a marathon but lovely that both parts can be restored in 
memory of two wonderful villagers, Gerald Harris and Ken Stuckey - a 
completely fitting tribute to them both. 
 
Thank you for such a good attendance at the Open Meeting. Thank you 
to John Allday for his forthright approach, helping us clearly understand 
the financial position and the challenge we have in maintaining a church 
presence in the village. There are additional fund raising plans in the 
pipeline, however we know that this alone won't solve the problem in the 
long term. Burns Night was a brilliant evening, raising £839 for the 
general fund. 
 
Visits are being made to Blagdon and Long Ashton churches in order to 
see the way space has been used for a toilet and additional facilities. 
This should focus our thinking as to the best way forward for our own 
project so that final decisions can be made. Another exciting step 
forward! 
 
Services for April and May are: 
 
Sunday 7th       11am Family Service 
                          (followed by brief meeting for election of 
churchwardens)  
Sunday 14th     Palm Sunday 
                         5pm Afternoon Tea 
                         6pm Evensong 
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Thursday 18th  Maundy Thursday 
                         7.30pm Holy Communion and Foot Washing 
                         9pm - Midnight Vigil 
Friday 19th       Good Friday 
                         2pm Hour at the Foot of the Cross  
Sunday 21st     EASTER SUNDAY 
                         11am Family Holy Communion 
                         2.30 - 5pm Cream Teas, Plant Stall and Easter Egg 
Hunt 
                        (Also Easter Monday) 
Sunday 28th     8am Holy Communion 
 

May 
Sunday 5th       11am Family Service (2.30 - 5pm Cream Teas and 
Plants) 
Sunday 12th     5pm Afternoon Tea 
         6pm Evensong 
Sunday 19th     11am Holy Communion 
Sunday 26th     8am Holy Communion 
 

Sue Thomas and John Allday- Church Wardens 
 

 
 
There were lots of Neeps and Tatties to peel for the brilliant Burns 
Night.  Here we are hard at work.  Thank you Jackie Harris for the use 
of her kitchen. 
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Tiffin Café at Bullock Farm 
 
By the time this magazine reaches you the café should hopefully 
be open – they are aiming for Thursday 28th March but please do 
check their website for details (see the link below) just in case 
there is an unforeseen delay.  We’ll also post details on our 
Facebook page: https://www.facebook.com/bullockfarm/ and 
share it to the Village News Facebook page too! 
 
The Tiffin team have been working really hard on a fabulous 
refurbishment of the café and have created a really special place 
to visit with a warm and welcoming atmosphere.   They’ll be 
serving up farmhouse kitchen style food championing local 
produce 6 days a week (closed on Tuesday).  For full details of 
what they’re up to please visit their website: 
https://www.tiffingroup.com/the-farm/  
 
We look forward to seeing you there! 

Phil & Jude Simmons 
	

	


