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Issue 185  Dec 2019 – Jan 2020 

 
Can you believe it that’s another year done! There 
seems to be a lot going on over Christmas and into the 
New Year as usual so you may need your diaries out 
before you start reading the magazine.  The weather 
at present is very wet and dreary but I am sure we will all feel more 
Christmassy as lights go up in the village and the various festivities begin. 
 
Just a thought if you send stuff to me please could you put it in Word form 
and not as PDFs.  Not because I want to change your article but because 
I may need to manipulate it to fit into the magazine 
 
Sylvia Stokes  - 01934 835561 -  ksmagazine@gmail.com 
 

Magazine Copy Date Sunday 19th January 2019 
 

Flower Guild 
 
We had a lovely demo and meal at The Old Down Inn which was very 
interesting. Everyone thoroughly enjoyed it. 
 
On 5th December,  we will be doing a wreath workshop in The Village 
Hall at 8pm and there are still a few places left if any of you would like to 
join us. 
 
We will be making Christmas table arrangements again this year on 
Monday 16th December  and they will be on sale in The Village Hall on 
Tuesday 17th December from 10 am.  
 
On Thursday 19th December we will be in The Church decorating at 
10.30 am and again at 2.30 pm. 
 
You are very welcome to come along to any of the above, no matter if 
you have experience or not. 
 
I wish you all a very happy Christmas and a happy, peaceful New Year 
and thank you for all your support over the last year.     

Sue Hyde   Chair 
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The Village Christmas Post 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Please bring your local village cards to the Village Hall on 
Tuesday 17th December between 9.00am - 11.30am   

 No later please 
 

Come early and enjoy Mulled wine and mince pies 
 

Donations of 10p per card or more if you wish 
Proceeds will go to Dementia UK (70%)  

and The Village Magazine (30%). 
 

Thank you to Judy and Robin who will be overseeing this activity. 
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New Yoga Classes in January 
 Kingston Seymour Village Hall. 
 

For more information contact: 
Martine  on 07946738006 
Or email teenie5@icloud.com 
Or Facebook – Forever Yoga 
 
Doreen Burd 

 
Very sadly Kingston lost a dear and loyal resident at the beginning of 
November.  True to Kingston tradition, the village joined together for her 
life celebratory services and reception on Wednesday 20th 
November.  Doreen would have been very happy at these celebrations. 
 
Doreen was truly a remarkable and well loved.   
Doreen  who served her country in WW2 in the WRAF and although she 
never remarked in the fact that she actually served Winston Churchill and 
then Lord Mountbatten in India.  Doreen returned to the UK in 1948 after 
partition  and then went up to Oxford University and gained a degree in 
history.  This wonderful information was relayed to us by Nick, her eldest 
son at her service in All Saints. 
 
Doreen had a deep faith and her Father was a priest so she grew up in a 
country vicarage.  She used to tell us about her life growing up there.  It 
was whilst there that she had contact with two Kingston residents, Sylvia 
Stokes whose mother taught her at Oswestry School in the 1930s and 
Judy Seward whom she taught when Judy was 8 years old. It is such a 
small world. 
 
Doreen met Bob at Oxford and married later and then had two sons, Nick 
and Chris.  Doreen was extremely proud of her boys and she is now 
reunited with Bob and Chris. 
 
It was an honour to have been a friend of Doreen and she will be missed   

Sue Lang 
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Kingston Seymour Parish Council 

 
I’ve talked in previous editions about “The Big Four” things which could 
affect the village and, as there’s been movement on all of them, I thought 
I’d start this month with these updates: 
 
Road Safety Strategy.  Contractors employed by NSC have completed 
the Road Safety works around the village and you will have seen new 
signs and road markings in accordance with the agreed and published 
schedule.  Changes to the entrance gates have also been made. 
 
It’s now up to all of us and our visitors to respect the road conditions and 
the many different types of road user in our village to ensure that 
everyone stays safe when travelling through. 
 
Tutshill Sluice and Cycle Route 
Our Parish Council Chairman attended a meeting on site with NSC 
councillors and stakeholders.  All remain keen to progress the project and 
indeed, advised that it will now be built as a multi-user route including 
walkers, cyclists and horse riders as this is required by the sources for 
the project funding.  However, NSC are still awaiting the granting of the 
necessary funds so there is no start date yet and only design work is 
currently continuing. 
 
Coastal Footpath.  
Following the Parish Council meeting in September, I understand that 8 
objections and 85 representations were lodged with Natural England and 
I’d like to thank those residents who accessed the necessary forms and 
made their views known.  The objections are examined by an Inspector 
appointed by the Secretary of State and may lead to site visits and further 
reviews.  This process could take four to six months. 
 
One of the key concerns was the protection of villagers’ rights to access 
the coastline. Following detailed examination of the proposals, it is clear 
that existing rights will be protected and there may be specific “coded” 
gates installed which will only permit villagers access beyond the route of 
the path (wherever this might end up).  Also, the permissive access from 
Middle Lane will remain available only to villagers.  
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The representations are being considered by Natural England and the 
Parish Council have offered to meet with them to discuss.  I will keep you 
updated. 
 
Fracking.   
The final one of the “big four” has seen possibly the best news.  On the 
2nd November, the Government announced a moratorium on all fracking 
activity in England “unless and until further evidence is provided that it 
can be carried out safely”.   
 
This decision follows several earthquakes being caused by activity at  the 
only active fracking site in Lancashire.  Whether the (new) Government 
goes on to formally withdraw exploration licences remains to be seen. 
 
***** 
At the last meeting, we received a presentation on CCTV (or “Public 
Space Surveillance”) from the Manager of North Somerset Council’s 
cameras that cover the major towns.  At the November meeting, 
Councillors considered and discussed; the implications of setting up and 
running even a simple two camera system; the Police view that it was 
unlikely that any captured images could be linked directly to a crime and, 
the enormous cost (estimated at £20,000) to set up such a system, and 
have decided that this is not something the Parish Council can pursue. 
 
Referring back to other inputs to the discussion, the Police’ view is that 
domestic CCTV systems covering your own property  are becoming more 
affordable and PIR activated floodlights are also a powerful deterrent that 
parishioners should consider. 
 
***** 
The draft minutes of the meeting are available to view (as are all 
meetings) on the website but the other key items were: 
- PC Adam Clarke is on secondment and has been replaced by PC Jen 
Clark who remains supported by PCSOs Rachel Sellars and Rebecca 
Budd.  All three attended a recent “beat surgery” at the Village Hall. 
- -  The Parish Council are looking at ways of contracting some regular 
maintenance tasks around the village to professional gardeners and 
handymen and we are drawing up a list of tasks and their frequency.  
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We’d like to engage professionals from within the parish if we can so, as 
a first step, will anyone who would like to be approached when we have 
a specification please let me know by phone, email or via the Contact Us 
section of the website. 
- We have set out the Parish Council meeting dates for 2020 as follows: 
Monday 13th January, Wednesday 11th March, Monday 4th May, 
Wednesday 15th July, Wednesday 9th September and Monday 9th 
November.  All parishioners are welcome to attend any of these 
meetings.   
- The Annual Parish Meeting will be held on May 14th or 21st and may 
be a joint meeting with the AGM for the Village Hall. 
- The Council’s Financial position remained sound with £10.8k in the 
current account and £7.1k in the reserve account.  An invoice from NSC 
for some £3.3k (for the road works) is expected shortly. 
- A new set of Financial Regulations were discussed and agreed and 
these are posted on the website alongside all of the Council’s policies. 
- Following good levels of commitment from parishioners, I understand 
that TrueSpeed are proceeding with their project to bring “ultra fast” fibre 
broadband to most of the population of the parish.  Survey work will 
commence shortly. 
 
Thanks for reading this and please do contact me if you have any 
comments or questions about any of the above.  Don’t forget there is 
always new village news and events on the Kingston Seymour website. 
 
Steve Dixon, Parish Clerk 
 
Email: kingstonseymourpc@gmail.com Phone: 07902 798 162 
Website: www.kingstonseymour.org.uk 
 

Playing Cards for Pudsey 
 
Once again, the Kingston Seymour Bridge Club has taken part in a 
national competition to raise funds for Children in Need.  The event raised 
more than £75,000 for the charity last year and has raised more than £1 
million since it started eighteen years ago – from simply playing cards! 
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Hundreds of clubs from across the UK (and a few further afield) play on 
one of five days, with their results being merged with those from every 
other club playing on that day (with everyone playing the same hands) to 
produce an overall result.  Around 3,400 players from more than 100 
clubs took part on the same night as us! 
 
We had nine full tables (that’s thirty-six players) and collected £180 – 
every penny of which (helped by the Village Hall committee generously 
agreeing to waive their normal hire fee) has gone to Children in Need.  
Overall a very successful and enjoyable evening, with the added bonus 
of knowing we were helping a very worthy cause.  I’m sure we’ll do it 
again next year. 

Graham Daniel, Club Chairman 
 

Village Show Photography Categories 
 

Photography Categories for the 2020 village show on 
Monday 31st August. 

 
A photograph of Kingston Seymour’s Church 
A farm animal (s) 
A head & shoulder portrait (not a selfie!) 
Trees 

 
Children’s section 
A Creepy Crawly  
Something funny     

 
Coffee, Cake  and Prayer 
 

The next dates for your diary:- 
Wednesday 11th December. 10am – 11am. When 
the Rev. Jill Flowers will be leading the prayers. 

8th January + 22nd January 2020 (2nd & 4th Wednesday of the month) 
A warm welcome to be enjoyed at the Old School, Ham Lane, Kingston 
Seymour 
Looking forward to your company, Yvonne Nelson. 
Enquiries 01934 838404 
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Christmas is coming….  
 
……and it’s getting very close!  There’s little we can do to help you with 
most of the hard work to come but that wonderful tradition, the Kingston 
Seymour Christmas Post, can help with the delivery of all the cards 
you’re sending to other people in the village. 
 
Simply bring them along to the Village Hall in the morning of Tuesday 
17th December (by 11:30am at the very latest please) and Santa’s little 
helpers – with Judy and Robin Seward at the helm – will deliver them for 
you.  Don’t forget though to please put a little more than a name on the 
envelope! 
 
The cost of this fabulous service is just 10p a card, but you can add a 
little more if you wish.  This year’s charity will be Dementia UK, a 
wonderful organisation supporting both those who suffer from this 
distressing condition and the people who love them – and who very often 
suffer more (although they often don’t admit it!) than the patients 
themselves. 
 
Dementia UK will receive at least 70% of the money raised, with the 
balance being used to help the village magazine you’re reading now to 
continue in production without having to charge for it. 
 
As usual, there will be FREE mulled wine and mince pies on offer at the 
post office – but don’t be too late or they’ll all have gone! 
 
And finally …. Judy and Robin do a marvellous job sorting all the cards 
and delivering many of them themselves.  With typically close to two 
thousand of them, however, they can’t do it all unaided.  We have some 
help lined up with the sorting, but they’d be very grateful for volunteers 
to deliver some of the cards around the village.  Please call them on 
832612 if you can help – even if it’s just a few near your own home. 
 
You can also call them on that number if you fear you’ll struggle to get 
your cards to the village hall on the day.  In fact, they’d be delighted to 
have some of them in advance – to reduce the chances of being buried 
in an avalanche of cards on the day! 
 
Have a great Christmas.                                     Graham Daniel 
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The Christmas Village Market 

 
       Saturday 7th   December  
 
      At 10.00 in the Village Hall. 

 
     All the usual stalls with fresh meat, cakes, 

pastries, bread, vegetables and more 
including crafts, jewellery, cards and lots of 

gift ideas. 
Why not come along and see? 

 
 
                                    

The Crib Service 
 

 
The crib Service will as usual take 
place on 24th December at 5.00pm.  
 
Cheryl Sewell is making up the list of 
participants. If your child or you know 
a child who may not be on that list and 
wants to join in please do let her know 
by: 
Ringing her on 01934 830504   
Email ksmagazine@outlook.com. 
Or adding to the comments on the 
post on the Village Facebook page. 
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                 All Saints’ Flower Guild 

 
        CHRISTMAS COFFEE MORNING 

            (combined with Village Christmas Post) 
 

TUESDAY 17th DECEMBER  
From 10am in the Village Hall. 

 
Come and buy festive table decorations and door hangings 

as gifts for family and friends. 

 
Kingston Seymour Historical Society  

 
Membership £10.00, Visitors £3.00, Junior visitors £1.50 

This includes light refreshments. 
 

Tuesday 28th January 2020 
 

Speaker: Dr Amy Frost At The Old School, Ham Lane 
“Victorian Architecture” 

Exploring the Stylistic changes and principle architects of  
the Victorian Period 

 
Tuesday 25th February 

 
Speaker: Clive Burlton At Hawthorn Cottage, Middle Lane 

“The Life and Times of Harry Dolman” 
 

Harry Dolman rose from humble rural roots in Wiltshire to become a multi-
millionaire thanks to his fantastic inventions, draughtsmanship and 
engineering skills. He loved football and his business success (Brecknell, 
Dolman and Rogers) led him to Bristol City FC where during 38 years he 
became director chairman and president 
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Carols under the Stars 
 

 
 
 
 
Once again the friends will be hosting Carols, Mulled Wine 
and Mince Pies 

 
On -  Sunday 22nd  December 

At  -  6pm 
For details of Venue look out for details at the Triangle or on 

the Village Facebook page.  
 

An Appeal The Village Hall is in need of tombola items for the 
Christmas Fayre, These can be given to Helen Harris or Alice Cox at 
Kingston Garage. We would also appreciate items suitable for a 
Christmas Hamper for the raffle. These can be handed to Kate or Andy 
Gillam at Orchard End.   

Many thanks Kate Gillam 
Ladies who Lunch 

 
Hello Ladies,    Sorry I wasn’t able to attend last week’s lunch but I 
understand you all enjoyed it so that’s good.     Our Christmas get 
together lunch will be on Friday 13th December at Tiffins in Back 
Lane   (Please note different  day and venue)  Their menu will include a 
Christmas lunch  and other options.     I am sorry to  say that when I 
phoned “The Old Inn” they were fully booked for that day.  My apologies 
for not booking it earlier.      We will meet as usual at the Village Hall  AT 
12.30PM  to car share and I hope we will have a good number including 
any new faces who might like to join us for this event.  Please try to let 
me know in good time as I have booked a table for 10. 
On Thursday 9th January we will go to the Old Inn in Congresbury 
 
Regards to all ,    
Margaret Laishley     Tel 01934 838583    or m.laishley@btinternet.com 
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Air Crash Tragedy at Kingston Seymour 1943 

 
During World War Two over 8000 British air personnel were killed 
on training flights. 
 
On 2nd December 1943, a wooden framed Miles Martinet training aircraft 
crashed in a field just behind Mendip View Farm. Both the instructor, Petty 
Officer Airman Gerald Patrick Hagerty aged 21, and pupil, Naval Airman 
1st Class, Denis White aged 19, lost their lives in the ensuing fire despite 
rescue attempts by Donald Griffin the farmer, Mr Frank Chappell, Farm 
worker and Mr Ruston, the father of the evacuees living at Rose Cottage. 
 

My father’s school friend Gordon Spratt had been the first on the scene.  
Gordon wrote, “I was only about 16 or so and had not encountered such 
a tragic death. It went straight through the hedge and burst into flames. I 
ran to the spot but the heat was so intense I could not get to the two men. 
They were sitting one behind the other dead or unconscious. Phil Harris 
arrived soon after me but there was nothing we could do.” 
 

In the 1980’s an excavation was carried out by an archaeological team 
dedicated to such war works. A few fragments of the plane still remain in 
the possession of some of the local families who witnessed it. Apart from 
this, the tragedy was forgotten for many years. Late in 2006 it was stirred 
again in our consciousness, as a few of us received some unexpected 
phone calls from a surprising part of the country. Stewart McLoughlin 
from Longton in Lancashire... researching his local War memorial.  
 

One of his lines of enquiry led Stewart to an air crash in 1943 in Kingston 
Seymour. Two young men from RNAS Yeovilton, flying from the Dale 
Peninsular in Pembrokeshire, Wales were forced to make a crash landing 
due to a target drogue on a cable for gunnery practice having wrapped 
itself around the tail and rudder making the plane uncontrollable. Both 
men were killed. Did anyone in the village know anything of this? 
 

Enquires were sent to those witnesses who we knew still lived. Jim 
Ruston, who had been a small child and wrote of the incident in his book 
“A Cockney in Green Wellies”, a letter to Gordon Spratt, now living in New 
Zealand, Bob Ford, Ray Chappell, the Harris Family and so on... 
Sad and vivid details were brought to light again. To what purpose? Well 
healing, peace, and some closure over 63 years later, was at last given 
to a few of the loved ones of those unfortunate Airmen. 
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A letter was received from Geoff, the younger brother of Gerald Patrick 
Hagerty. He described Patrick’s family life and upbringing, flesh was put 
on the bones of a tragic stranger, who was a brief and unwilling visitor to 
this parish.  The letter then went on  ... “ At about 5.30 pm on Thursday 
2nd December there was a knock at our front door which I answered. It 
was a lady from Longton Post office with a telegram. As she handed it to 
me she said “I am afraid it is very bad news”, and I replied “is it my 
brother?” to which she said “Yes”. The telegram said that he had been 
killed on active service at 1.19 pm that afternoon near Clevedon, 
Somerset.” 
 

 A following letter to us a few months later by Geoff said “I want to thank 
you for all the work you have done in tracing what happened to Pat, a 
date which is engraved on my heart. ...Now I really know what transpired, 
after 63 years of only hazarding guesses, and that is some comfort to me. 
I now feel proud that Pat managed to bring the plane back over the land 
and found a field to try to land in, keeping clear of Weston Super Mare 
and Clevedon. Thankyou once again for all your good work. It has closed 
off an unfinished chapter in my life and I am very grateful.” 
 

A year later we had another surprise. Stewart had traced close relatives 
of the other airman, Denis White’s family, in County Durham, at Denis’s 
home town of Shildon. A younger sister of Denis, Joyce wrote a letter to 
Stewart...I was very impressed with the amount of information you have 
collected and that you have actually been to the site of the crash. My 
brothers and sisters are touched...He was very much the big brother to 
us girls. He was a confident and happy young man, loved by his family 
and admired by his younger siblings. He absolutely loved dancing- went 
to all the dances in the area. His letters were looked forward to and it was 
obvious he was revelling in his new experiences rather than worried 
about any danger. A letter arrived the same day as the fatal telegram, full 
of news and describing a girl he had met. It was a very sad time for the 
whole family and my parents were very hurt that no representative of the 
Fleet Air Arm attended his funeral.”   
          
Both families expressed in phone calls and letters, that they gained great 
comfort from knowing that Kingston Seymour folk had attempted to 
rescue their young men, who had their whole lives before them taken in 
the senseless circumstances of wartime.   

Jane Bell 
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To my Sister who died on 2nd Dec 20 years ago 

 
My sister, Dilys, was born on my 11th birthday - shame I wanted a brother 
but my parents were happy. My mum had a thrombosis so my father told 
me I had to help by doing all the family laundry for a reasonable allowance 
admittedly though I had to buy all my own clothes henceforth. Taught me 
to sew! No automatic washing machine in those days just a single tub 
and electric wringer. I did develop a love of ironing though. 
 
 

Dilys and I were never close. I left home a few days before my 19th 
birthday to go to University. She was just shy of 8 so how could we have 
had much in common. I met Frank, we married after we qualified, lived 
over the other side of the country and had two children. 
 
We moved back to Wales to the Valleys and we saw much more of each 
other. Still no rapport. Life with my father was difficult, he was made in 
the Victorian mode added to which I believe he had Asperger’s. I didn’t 
win many battles but Dilys fared better except in education. She left 
school early and went, under duress, to secretarial college. She 
deliberately did badly the first year and had to resit. 
 
 

She became a medical secretary, stayed at home and did exquisite 
embroidery and delicate tatting. She told me her place in life was to stay 
at home and look after the aged parents. She seemed to have no other 
ambition though she did embark on an Open University degree in History 
and Comparative Religion. She was cleverer than me and got a First. 
Then she started on a PhD. 
 
 

I wondered how she’d get on with the summer camps as she’d never 
been away anywhere except with my parents. She got herself up to York 
for a History unit and she got on very well with the tutor. Then one day I 
got a call. Please come over to Cardiff I’m being admitted to the CRI - 
Cardiff Royal Infirmary. (Our parents were away). I dashed off 
immediately.  
 
The CRI is in the middle of Cardiff and nearly there the road splits. A car 
came out of the nearside lane into mine and tore a huge gash all along 
the side of Frank’s Jaguar. I parked and got out to see two youngish men. 
‘Sorry love it was the van’s fault’. In a very shaky hand I took down their 
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names and even had the presence of mind to take down the number 
plate. Just as well as the names and addresses were false! The police 
got them eventually. 
 
 

Parking in Cardiff is terrible even back 23 years ago. I just left the car 
parked in the main road and rushed into the hospital. A queue at the desk, 
my turn, wrong desk. ‘Over there love’. Right desk, another long queue 
by which time I was not in a good state. My turn, ‘No she’s not here’. Will 
you try the Heath Hospital, ‘Not there either’. God where was she? Just 
drive to the house Patricia and you can go to the doctors or something. 
 
 

Dilys was at home - just, a taxi arrived to take her to the Heath, I followed 
- a car park here so easier. She was a long time in A&E as they couldn’t 
decide what was wrong. Eventually they admitted her. I managed to get 
in touch with mum and dad and they came home. It was a couple days 
before they said she had ovarian cancer, a tumour the size of a grapefruit, 
and they operated. They thought it hadn’t metastasized. 
 
 

Unfortunately they were wrong and she had three courses of 
chemotherapy all told. I took her up to London to the Marsdon for a 
second opinion. She asked the consultant point blank how long she had 
left - about 18 months. On the way back I said if there’s anything you want 
to do do it now while you don’t feel too bad.  
 
 

She said she’d always wanted to pot on the wheel. On her way to work 
she passed an art gallery and there was a wheel in the window. She 
knocked on the door and asked if he’d teach her. Yes but pricey one to 
one. No matter she said. And three months later they were married! They 
were so happy together and she told me ‘If I had my life again I’d still get 
cancer otherwise I’d never have met Keith’. They got to celebrate their 
first wedding anniversary before she became too ill. 
 
 

Afternote -   In one of life’s coincidences her History Tutor in York was 
Keith’s brother. She decided to give up her PhD as she would never have 
finished it. And all through this we came so very close that her death 20 
years ago on December 2nd was a terrific blow to me. So this is why I 
have asked for the church to be lit up on that date - as a memory to her. 
Dilys was just 45 when she died. A life cut too short. 

Tricia Keeble 
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Church Notes 
 

Well, we held our first completely lay-led - no Vicar in sight 
- service at the beginning of October, and we chose a Pet 
Service! Yes, it was slightly chaotic, but all good fun and 

our 5 dogs and 3 horses/ponies were brilliant with not a disagreement 
between them. Thank you everyone for being there and for your patience 
with the novice leaders! 
 
In November we celebrated being All Saints.  With various helpers, we 
learnt about some of the saints whose faith led them to lead extra-
ordinary lives, and through their example, be encouraged to try to live 
some of those qualities in our own every day lives. Afterwards we chatted 
over coffee and sampled a whole range of soup and puds, generously 
provided by several kindly souls.  
 
November also saw Remembrance Sunday, another service that 
included participation from a lot of people. The service started at the War 
Memorial with the laying of the wreaths, Act of Remembrance and bugle 
call, then continued in church with two very moving accounts and tributes 
from WW2. The first was given by John Harris recounting details and 
thoughts from letters written by his father, Phil, about his role in the Home 
Guard whilst all the time earnestly wishing to serve in the RAF, and the 
other, the tragic story of the two airmen who were killed when their plane 
crashed close to Tutsill Farm, Yeo Bank Lane. Jane Bell has included her 
account elsewhere in this magazine. 
 
Avril has shared much of her time in preparing and leading these 
services, for which we are hugely grateful. We are also grateful to her for 
leading a wonderful Service of Thanksgiving for Doreen Burd, who at the 
age of 98, finally allowed herself to slip away from this world. In a full 
church, Nick her son, paid tribute to a mum who was the 'go to girl' for the 
Telegraph crossword, and who, even until recently, would have it finished 
by the end of her second cup of coffee. He told us of her high jinx whilst 
serving with the WRAF on Churchill's staff that probably resulted in her 
being posted to India for the remainder of the war, and then of her return 
to take up her place at Oxford University where she met, and later 
married, Bob. Her faith was strong and firm and she had prepared her 
funeral and thanksgiving in every detail. She had no doubt that she would 
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be reunited with Bob and her son, Chris. A truly remarkable lady who 
lived a remarkable life and who will be remembered with great affection 
and thanks. 
 
There were no applicants this time round for the House for Duty Priest 
post. The decision is to re-advertise in January and we remain hopeful 
and expectant that the post will be filled when the time is right.  
 
Finally, we say a huge 'thank you' to Carol and wish her well in her new 
home in Yatton. It would be difficult to measure all Carol has done for our 
village over the years, mainly through the Hall, but in other ways too. She 
has been a true friend and supporter of all our church activities, helping 
out in the kitchen, in between bar duties, at our social functions, offering 
her time and hospitality during those hours before and after funeral 
services and weddings, and lending a hand in any way possible. We send 
you our love Carol, and thank you from the bottom of our hearts - enjoy 
being snug and cosy in your lovely bungalow. 
 
Not many sleeps left now until Christmas Day. Preparations will start in 
earnest in a couple of weeks, the Flower Guild have all sorts going on, 
the choir is busy practising for the Carol Service, very soon we shall hear 
about the rehearsals for the Crib Service and after the Christingle 
Service, Mary and Joseph will start their Advent journey around the 
village, finding shelter for the night as they go. Who knows where they 
will visit this time, but if there is a knock on your door, please take them 
in, make a note in the diary of where they have been and then pass them 
on to another home the next day. The Advent Season is a time of 
preparation for ourselves too - getting ready not just for the presents and 
the turkey, but for the Christmas Story and receiving the Christ child once 
more. There is a Quiet Day at St John's, Kenn on Monday 9th December, 
10.30am - 3.00pm and is for anyone. You don't need to be there for the 
whole day, just drop in when and if you can.  
 
Our Christmas Services are as follows, a more detailed flyer will be 
coming house to house very soon. 
 

Friday 20th December 7.30pm      Candlelit Carol Service 
Christmas Eve 5pm      Crib Service 

                                     11.30pm     Candlelit Midnight Mass 
No service on Christmas Day 
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