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Well I began doing the magazine a couple of weeks ago I would not have 
thought the world would have changed so much in such a short time.  The 
magazine is so different instead of notices of events we have 
cancellations, we have action plans and ways we can cope with isolation 
and social distancing.  It is hard to imagine this going on for another 
twelve weeks or probably more.  I will plenty of time to do the next 
magazine it would appear although will there be anything to put in it? 
Please if you think of anything that will interest the Village send it to me   
 

Still on the positive side we may end up a much healthier nation judging 
by the people walking, running or cycling down Ham Lane past our house.  
We might all be more caring about each other so there are more 
communities like the lovely one we have in Kingston Seymour.  I see 
already pollution is being reduced all over the world because of the 
actions we have to take to avoid spreading the virus. I really liked the post 
Chris Ford put on Facebook “It’s feeling like the Earth just sent us all to 
our rooms to think about what we’ve done”. 
 

Keep safe – Sylvia Stokes ksmagazine@outlook.com -01934 834461 
  

Magazine copy date Saturday 23rd  May 2020 
 

Christian Aid Week 
 

All Christian Aid Week activities have been cancelled, including the 
house to house collection in May.  It will leave a huge hole in their 
resources, so if it's an organisation you like to support, please do 
consider donating online instead. I'm sure anything they receive will be 
very much welcomed. 
 

Ladies who lunch 

 

Hello everyone,  Just to confirm that our lunches will be suspended for 
now. I will let you know when we can restart.  I wish you all well and keep 
healthy!     
Love to all,     Margaret  Laishley 
 
Villagers who knew him will be sad to hear that John Smales passed 
away on 21st March.  I am sure everyone would like to join me in sending 
our sympathy to Hilary, Graham and Emma at this difficult time. 

Gentlemen Who Lunch 
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A rather truncated season, for obvious reasons, but a big change to 
report. As of October, we were pleased to be back at Bullock Farm, where 
Amy Stuckey and her Tiffins’ team have been giving us first rate service. 
We now have 29 on the books. On average, 18 of us join forces for a very 
informal 3 course lunch, usually rolling home not much before 3.00pm, 
well fed, and some, well lubricated. 
 

This is also an opportunity to place on record our thanks to Tracie Booth 
who has looked after us so well since our creation in February 2015. And 
particularly for 2018/19 when The Lambing Shed was out of action and 
we met most successfully in the village hall. Her food, flair and fun have 
been the making of GWL. 
 

Hopefully Covid-19 will have run its course by September, and Tiffins will 
be able to entertain us once more at the farm. In the meantime, my thanks 
to one and all for your fellowship and company. Should anyone wish to 
join us reprobates, do give me a call. 

John Harris. 01934 832126. 
 

Flower Guild 
 

We're sorry that we can't offer lilies in memory of loved ones at Easter 
this year. The suggestion has been made that we invite people to make 
a donation to the Food Bank instead. The website will have details of how 
to do this. No doubt their need will become even greater in the following 
weeks. Hopefully, we shall be able to put some decorations in church for 
the festival weekend; the possibility and details for this will be sent out 
nearer the time when we see how the next weeks unfold. 

 

Historical Society 
 

We are sorry to announce that the March Historical Society meeting is 
obviously now postponed until at least September and also the AGM that 
was due to be held in April. We hope that everything will be slightly more 
back to normal by then. We wish you all the best in getting through this 
crisis and in the meantime if there is any historical research or enquires 
about any KS village subject that you may wish help to research you can 
always try me as I may be able to help at a social distance. We have a 
lot of resources and information in the archives.           

Regards Jane 

Church Notes 
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GOOD NEWS! 
We are delighted to be able to announce that 

 Fran Binding 
 has been appointed as our new  

House for Duty priest, jointly with Kenn.  
Fran will be moving to live at Kingfisher Cottage, 
from Wraxall, in the summer. She is excited about 

living in, and being part of, our village community 
and we are looking forward to welcoming her. 

It's great news. 

 

 
The other news is that, sadly, we will have to cancel our church services, 
in their present form, for the time being.  However, from this weekend, 
our church will be open every day 10am - 6pm. 
Please do use it as a quiet oasis whenever you need. 

 
Each Sunday, at the normal service time, the lights will be switched on 
and quiet music played. For Good Friday and Easter Sunday, we are 
waiting to hear what might be possible, however the church will still be 
decorated whatever the decisions. 
The Bath and Wells website has links to various acts of worship that are 
being streamed and I understand that Wells Cathedral, also, is providing 
something each Sunday. 
 
There will be challenging days ahead for us all, and a network of contacts 
is being set up. No-one needs to feel isolated or alone. Please, please do 
phone if you have any anxieties or needs. Thank you to the Parish 
Council and the instigators of the Community Action Group who have 
quickly rallied to put a plan in place. Kingston at its best, with the 
organisations working together for the good of all. And the follow on from 
that already has been quite wonderful, though not surprising, with offers 
of help, concern and care.  



 5 

We are truly blessed to live in our village. 
 
Avril has written this lovely prayer for Mothering Sunday which, with her 
permission, I have copied. It might be something you might like to adapt 
and use in your own home. Let's enjoy the sunshine, time to catch up on 
all the jobs we've been promising to do and appreciate more than ever, 
all we have and the people who work so hard, in every respect, for us all. 

 

Loving God, we thank you for all those who love, care and nurture 
us. At this difficult time, we pray for all parents and carers who are 

facing difficulties through challenges of work and home life, are 
facing an uncertain future or are unwell. 

Please bless and protect all those we love and who are of 
concern to us at this time, and always. 

We ask this through Jesus Christ. Amen 

 
I know this is a very serious and worrying time, but these made me smile 
and I hope no one will be upset by a little frivolity. Editor  
 
A friend in Germany tells me everyone’s panic buying sausages and 
cheese. It’s the Wurst Käse scenario. 
 
Apparently, the Greeks are really struggling for Hummus and 
Taramasalata.  
There are fears of a double-dip recession. 
 

Our Phone Box 

 
The village telephone box has had a makeover. Russ Bazley has put 
another bookshelf in so it holds more books - hopefully more neatly. 
 
I believe the box is a K6 Kiosk which was first brought into service in 
1935. I don’t know how long ours has been here but would be pleased to 
hear if anybody has any information of the commissioning  date or 
anything else to do with this valuable resource. I understand that when it 
became redundant as a phone box the Parish Council bought it for £1.  
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Since Len (Reynolds) moved here he has been an avid user of the book 
exchange it has now become. More than ever since he was unwell in the 
autumn and seemed to do nothing but read for several months. I 
periodically go down and do a tidy. 
 
I don’t think many toddlers come in for books so it may be an idea to keep 
tiny tot books to a minimum though if anybody does use it for young 
children’s books then I stand corrected.  
 
Happy Reading. Tricia Reynolds 
 
Thank you Tricia for getting this done for the Village.  The interior of the 
Phone Box certainly looks a lot better inside so much neater and easier 
to access the books.  
 
The following letter was received by the Funeral Director. 

 

The Funeral of Christine Lufflam 
 

We would like to thank all concerned for the personal church service.  It 

felt very un-hurried as opposed to some cremations we have been to. There 

was plenty of time for memories and reflection. 

 

Please would you pass on our thanks also to the ladies at the village hall 

who went to a great deal of trouble organising the buffet and refreshments.  

On a cold and blustery afternoon this provided a very warm welcome.  The 

tablecloths and flower posies on the tables were lovely, not to mention the 

great selection of home-made cakes! 

 

The village spirit as much in evidence and we can understand why Derek 

and Christine have chosen this place to be their home for such a long time. 

 

With kind regards, 

Kevin and Sue Bray 

 

What a lovely tribute to our village spirit long may it last. 
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~Kingston Seymour Parish Council~ 
 
I’d like to start this month with a big “Thank You” to everyone who is 
helping the Community Action Team to help our residents through these 
unprecedented times in modern life.   
 
The Parish Council discussed this extensively at its last meeting and you 
will be able to read elsewhere in the magazine about how you can get 
help if you need it and how you could help your fellow villagers if you are 
able to. 
 
Things are changing so fast as this virus spreads across the country so 
if you do have access to the internet, please keep an eye on our village 
website at www.kingstonseymour.org.uk where there is Kingston 
Seymour news as well as links to the NHS and Government sites.  If you 
do “social media” – we have a very useful KS Village News Facebook 
group. 
 
***** 
The draft minutes of the Parish Council meeting on the 11th March are 
on the website but here are a few of the key issues discussed: 
 
- Coastal Footpath.  We were joined by a representative of Natural 
England (NE) who praised the village for the excellent turnout at the 
recent Yatton meeting.  NE intend to protect villagers’ rights to access the 
sea wall & Councillor Cox visited the site with the NE rep and clarified the 
needs of the village’s many sea fishermen. 
 
There is some distance for NE to go to get this all through the Planning 
Inspectorate and we will keep you advised as matters progress 
 
- Tutshill Sluice Multi-Purpose Route.  I wrote last time that the North 
Somerset Times had declared that “this route could be built in 2020”.  It 
can’t! 
 
The funding for the farm bridge has not yet been forthcoming so the 
earliest that the project could now start is March 2021 as they will not 
disturb over-wintering birds.  Preparation works and design will continue 
this year in the hope that a start next March is possible.  The roads 
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changes in KS which are being funded by the project are unlikely now to 
be implemented until September 2021 at the earliest. 
 
- Roads.  We have conducted two audits of our roads – the first to 
demonstrate how the lining work which the PC commissioned (and which 
was only put down in October 2019) is faring – and the second to look at 
the other significant problems with some of our roads. 
 
Regrettably, most of the painting work which we commissioned is not to 
the standard which Council feel it should be after only 6 months, so we 
have written to North Somerset Council to ask for their proposals to re-
do this work.   
 
The second audit has also been submitted to NSC requesting action on 
several areas of very poor road surface in areas of Back Lane, Bullocks 
Lane, Lampley Road, Yew Tree Lane and the far end of Ham Lane.  The 
section we highlighted in Back Lane was actually repaired on the 17th!  
We have also requested that the drains on the Lampley Road bridge are 
cleared and hopefully this will also have been done by the time you read 
this. 
 
Realistically, our requests will sit amongst many needs expressed by 
other Parishes to NSC, but we will keep the pressure up as best we can.  
It really does help if enough of us report potholes and this is quite easy 
via the NSC website.  You need to have an account with them (but that’s 
useful for checking your Council Tax etc. anyway) and after that’s set up 
it’s a few clicks to select the problem area on a map and describe how 
big the hole/holes are. 
 
***** 
In other news: 
 
- Our Police team reported that there had been suspected hare coursing 
in Middle Lane and an alarm activation on an industrial unit in Back Lane 
which proved to have been caused by a power outage. 
 
- Our Village Maintenance plans have not proceeded as quickly as we 
had hoped and we will be increasing our efforts to attract contractors to 
undertake the work. 
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- VE Day Commemorations.  We had a plan of bringing village groups 
together to hold a commemorative afternoon on Friday 8th May (the 
Bank Holiday).  We envisaged that this would be started with a Wreath 
Laying at the War Memorial and church service in the afternoon, moving 
to an afternoon/evening “pub night” in the Village Hall with a moment’s 
pause and reflection at 7pm that evening.  It is now I think extremely 
unlikely this event will be able to go ahead in this format, we will keep you 
updated on how the village can recognise VE Day at 75 years. 
 
- The Parish Council finances are in good shape and there was no 
increase to the village precept in this year’s Council Tax bills.  As 
mentioned above, the larger current account balance of £8.5k is because 
we haven’t yet been invoiced for the road safety works.  A budget for 
2020/21 was agreed. 
 
- Consultations from NSC and others were discussed and the NSC Your 
Neighbourhood one will receive a Council response.  This consultation is 
open to all to comment on and can be found on the NSC website or via 
the links on the village website. 
 
- Annual Parish Meetings.  Our plan was to hold a single evening of 
annual meetings featuring the Friends of All Saints, the Village Hall and 
the Parish Council and this is pencilled in for Wednesday 20th May.  
Refreshments available and the bar will be open afterwards.  This would 
have been a great opportunity for an evening hearing about what the 
groups are doing and having a good sociable evening with your fellow 
residents.  At present we think it is unlikely this event will take place on 
the planned date so we will hopefully do this later in the year. 
***** 
Please do contact me if you have any comments or questions about any 
of the above.  If you have access to the internet, there is always new 
village news and events on the Kingston Seymour website and please let 
me know if there’s something you’d like me to put on there  to share with 
the village. 
 
Steve Dixon, Parish Clerk 
Email: kingstonseymourpc@gmail.com  
Website: www.kingstonseymour.org.uk 
Phone: 07902 798 162 
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These two pages deliberately in the centre so you can pull it out and keep 
it if you have lost the original copy put through your door 

KINGSTON SEYMOUR COMMUNITY ACTION 
 

The Kingston Seymour community are aware that the 

ongoing situation with Coronavirus / Covid 19 could 

potentially bring hardship to a number of people 

within our community 

The Parish Council have worked with a great local 

support team to create a community action plan to 

contact and assist any member of the Kingston 

community who may need to stay in their home 

 

IF YOU HAVE TO STAY AT HOME 

 

• STAY CALM AND SAFE- please do not put yourself at 
risk, stay indoors and protect yourself 

• CONTACT US: we are here to help where we can!  
Please call any of our community support team who 
will coordinate the actions to support those in need of 
help.  This could include shopping, prescriptions, 
posting mail or even just a friendly ear and voice at the 
end of a phone 

Coronavirus is contagious so our helpers will not 

come into your property and will leave or collect 

items from your doorstep having agreed the time 

with you 
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CORONAVIRUS – Covid 19 
 

                                           COMMUNITY SUPPORT TEAM 

 

 

Alternatively, you can contact us at:     
kingstonseymourcap@gmail.com 

IF YOU CAN HELP OTHERS 

 

• Simply be a good neighbour and check on those who live 
nearest to you. 

• If you are happy to help the action team elsewhere in the 
village, please call or email the team with your details. 
Thanks! 

THE VILLAGE POST OFFICE 
 
The Post Office will now be open every Tuesday 
between 10 and 11 am only, and unfortunately, the 
usual coffee and produce facilities will not be 
available for the time being. 

ZOE BARTLETT 07796 353 989 

RICHARD BARBER 01934 838 417 

ANDY GILLAM 07707 100 013 

MARK HUMPHRIES 07791 610 634 

SUE THOMAS 01934 833 593 
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A Very Different Mothering Sunday 
 

Mothering Sunday was very odd this year as many of us could not see 
our children or mothers on the day   I was lucky and saw mine all together 
on WhatsApp chat facility. We had a conversation, all four families 
together, each having a corner of a screen and it was so simple.  Many 
of you have worked this out or used other apps but if not and you want to 
know how just give me a ring. 
 

Following this I went to collect a delicious take away Sunday lunch from 
our own Tiffins.  They even gave us a beautifully presented mother’s day 
present.  They are now doing this daily (Monday to Friday), order one 
morning and you can collect from 4.00pm to 6pm the next day.  The food 
was delicious and plentiful.  They also offer what they call The Larder 
where you can order all the basics, meat, bread, baked beans, veg box, 
fairy liquid, in fact anything you need all reasonably priced and you collect 
your order from Tiffins.  I have put their basic advert on the back of the 
magazine with the website to help you. 
 

I do feel we can support a local business at this very difficult time but 
more than that they are providing us with a very useful service.  The staff 
give you such a great welcome when visit too. So thank you for helping 
make my Mothering Sunday so enjoyable.         

Sylvia Stokes 
 

Hi to all my friends in K S.  I am missing seeing you and making 
arrangements to do the various things I am usually involved in. 
 

As you have probably heard we have moved my mum in with us during 
this difficult time, which is not easy but is preferable to worrying over her 
being isolated, very lonely, frightened and confused. Our daughter is 
making sure we have all that we need so we are being well looked after 
and the kindness shown by everybody locally is wonderful. Knowing all 
of you, I am sure you are taking care of each other. 
I hope you all keep safe and well and please take care of yourselves at 
this vulnerable time. 
 

Hope to see you as soon as possible and if you are passing when I am 
in the garden or window please give a wave. (Wish I could say 'come 
and have a cuppa!' 
 

All the best and love   Sue Hyde 
We’ll miss seeing you around Sue but stay safe - Editor. 
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Kingston Seymour Online Writing Group 
 

As I suggested on the Village Facebook page, I thought it might be a good 
idea to set up an online writing group and already I have had many people 
who want to join in.  I would like this group to add structure to our lives 
and so I have made a plan as to how I think it should work.  I have been 
in a small writing group for over 8 years.  None of us knew each other 
when it started and some had no writing experience at all.  I feel that good 
spelling, grammar and a large vocabulary are useful but secondary to an 
imagination which most people have in abundance. So the way I think it 
will work:  
  

1. First, I need everyone’s email address please to 
ksmagazine@outlook.com 

2. A topic and style (Poetry, Story etc) Is chosen. 
3. A date is chosen to complete the task set. 
4. The day before this date I do a group email (I am sorry but everyone’s 

email address will need to be visible) reminding everyone that they 
should have finished their writing. 

5. Everyone replies to this using the “Reply All” facility with their story 
attached in the morning of the next day.  

6. If you have written more than one piece you must choose one of these 
and submit that. Very short poems, 3 verses or less I think we could have 
two.  Stories should be no more than 1,000 or so words but could be a 
lot less. 

7. We can then all read everyone’s writing at the same time and I suggest 
write a one or two sentences with comments, praise, constructive 
suggestions so that we can gain from our efforts and also perhaps 
improve. This should be done for every piece that is submitted and 
completed that day or the next  

8. A new date will be then be set and off we go again. 
 

I am sorry to be a bit bossy about this, but I think this will work well and 
will give a little structure to our lives.  I am not sure how long we should 
have between each task but as we go into serious isolation, I think it will 
become clear how much time we have to think and then to write.  I will 
choose the first couple of tasks just for simplicity and then everyone in 
the group can take a turn. 
 

So quite randomly I have chosen:   A story which includes A Village 
Fete/Fair just because that is such a normal comfortable event in these 
very abnormal times.  I suggest the date to complete your story will be  
Wednesday 8th April. 
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KINGSTON SEYMOUR COMMUNITY ACTION PLAN 
 

Elsewhere in this edition of the Village Magazine, you will see the 

Village’s Community Action Plan summary designed to help all of us to 

get through these difficult times whilst we and the country deal with the 

Coronavirus Pandemic (Covid-19) 

 

What is Covid-19? 
 

It is a new illness that can affect your lungs 

and airways. It's caused by a virus called 

Coronavirus 

 

The Plan asks that you contact one of our five coordinators if you 

need help 

   

Alternatively, you can contact us at:  kingstonseymourcap@gmail.com 

 

The Community Action Team has been brought together under the 

umbrella of the Parish Council with support from the Church, the 

Friends of All Saints, the Village Hall and parishioners who have 

volunteered to lead in key areas. 

 

The coordinators above will direct your request for help to our various 

support groups: 

  

ZOE BARTLETT 07796 353 989 

RICHARD BARBER 01934 838 417 

ANDY GILLAM 07707 100 013 

MARK HUMPHRIES 07791 610 634 

SUE THOMAS 01934 833 593 
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Medical Support 
Volunteer leads Caroline Harris and Tina Neath. 

 

NHS medical advice is stay at home if you have either: 
 

• A high temperature – this means you feel hot to touch on your 
chest or back (you do not need to measure your temperature) 

• A new, continuous cough – this means coughing a lot for more 
than an hour, or 3 or more coughing episodes in 24 hours (if you 
usually have a cough, it may be worse than usual) 

 

If you have these symptoms do not go to a GP surgery, pharmacy or 

hospital. 

If you have access to the Internet use the 111 online Coronavirus 

service to find out what to do 
 

Only call 111 if you cannot get help online 
 

Our local team is available to provide help and guidance over the phone with 

medical concerns / enquiries, if you are struggling with getting hold of the 

Doctors or other NHS avenues then we have a team who can provide that first 

contact support and guidance.  This team is not limited to Covid-19 enquiries. 
 

Supplies and Logistics 

Volunteer leads Andy and Kate Gillam 
 

If you have access to the internet, the village web site is 
www.kingstonseymour.org.uk//news/community-action-delivery-options-

directory 

It has a list of suggested suppliers who will deliver to 

Kingston Seymour 
 

This team can assist those who are stuck at home and unable to leave the 

village and provide, transport, food supplies, medical supplies or anything that 

requires transport or logistics. They can coordinate volunteer shoppers etc. to 

keep people warm, fed and mobile where required.   

 

Emergency Maintenance and Repairs 
Volunteer lead Steve Neath 

 

This service is for emergency purposes only.   It is possible for us to 

enter a house where residents are self-isolating.  There is a protocol 

we would need to follow where you know we are coming, you 

would need to be in a separate room from where the necessary 
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work is, we won’t accept any refreshments, we will need to wash 

our hands thoroughly when we leave and we will notify you we are 

leaving 
 

This team can utilise local tradesmen and competent DIY residents to deal 

with any emergency repairs during any lockdown periods. For example, a 

burst pipe, broken boiler etc.  

 

Well-being and Community Care 
Volunteer lead Sue Thomas 

 

This team is about staying in touch, if you feel isolated and would like a call, 

or are on your own and want someone to check in with each day then this 

team will do that, staying touch and providing some support if you have 

concerns.  
 

Benefit Support 
 

Your work situation may well have changed and you need advice on what 

benefits you could eligible for.   This is a fast changing landscape, help and 

advice is available 
 

Educational Support 
 

For the next few months, the focus of our schools is to support key workers 

and both Yatton and Backwell Schools are participating in this.  If you need 

any advice on this or have any queries on home schooling which cannot be 

answered by your child’s school advice can be provided. 

 

Volunteers - If there are any residents who are not classified as 

vulnerable either through age or medical conditions and would like to 

help any of the teams, please just phone one of the coordinators.  As this 

situation develops, individual members of the team may become 

unavailable so having many volunteers with a broad set of skills 

available will help us manage through the crisis. 

 

The community action teams will show Kingston Seymour at its very 

best and gives an opportunity for everyone in our community to provide 

support where they can and to be cared for when they need it.  

 

Best Regards, The Kingston Seymour Community Action Team 
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Travelling Tiffin are delighted to offer you the chance to buy and collect from 
our Tiffin Larder enabling our team to remain free to deliver to the vulnerable 
and less able. 
 
We have amazing suppliers charging everyday prices so take advantage of our 
master butcher, local baker, fruit & veg merchants, grocery and household 
suppliers for you to collect next day after ordering. We can't supply everything, 
but can source all the basics and top requests including that important bottle of 
wine to help our community get through these next few months 


