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~ Issue 193 April – May 2021 ~ 
 

I am very hopeful that this is the last magazine I will do under lockdown.  
John at Pace Print has been brilliant at printing them on time for me over 
the last difficult year.  The deliverers of the magazine have without fuss 
got it out to you so thank you so much.  I do hope the next one will have 
news of events but thank you to all our contributors who have managed 
to find to find pieces of interest to fill it month on month. There is a great 
deal of reading in this magazine, but we still have plenty of time for that. 
 

I have put a Mallard Duck  on the front cover as it used to be such a 
symbol of the village particularly at this time of year.  These birds used to 
be everywhere in the village and it was unusual to go down certainly at 
this time of year Ham Lane and not screech to a halt because of a couple 
of ducks calmly crossing the road.  I was delighted to see two in my 
garden this morning but beyond the Terrapin and possible mink does 
anyone have any idea why there are so relatively few here these days? 
 

Sylvia Stokes   01934 834461   ksmagazine@outlook.com  

 

I am sorry about the terrible jokes scattered throughout the magazine! 

 

Magazine Copy Date Saturday 22nd May  
 

Historical Society 
Kingston Seymour and the Spanish Flu Epidemic. 

 

Who would have believed a year ago that we would still be postponing 
our meetings a year on with no certain date for a return to them? This 
Pandemic in itself is an Historic Event which will become part of the 
Kingston Seymour Story for future generations to look back to see how it 
may have affected residents here and how they coped and dealt with it. 
Just over a Century ago there was another Pandemic... The Spanish Flu.  
Under three years ago when we had no idea of what was about to hit us, 
I did some research for the “Battles Over, a Nations Tribute, 11th 
November 2018 100 years of Remembrance”, which KS joined in with 
along with many other places of the Nation to commemorate the end of 
the First World War.  

  
This research  touched upon the Spanish Flu Epidemic and how it may 
have affected Kingston Seymour, coming as it did so cruelly at the latter 
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end and immediate aftermath of the First World War. This was the 
deadliest Pandemic in history. It claimed millions of lives worldwide from 
1918 to 1920. More people died worldwide from it than from the First 
World War itself. There was surprisingly little information in the archives 
about how it affected KS and I do not recall many of the generation who 
lived through it (and survived), talking much about it to us, the 
grandchildren of that generation. I do remember my grandmother (Louie 
Kingcott nee Wallis) telling me about how Hartley Griffin, her cousin, (of 
Rookery Farm), died from it and how he had not gone to the War, 
although many of his age group from the village did, and she saw this as 
an irony. His death was a tragic loss for the village as the first Troop of 
Boy Scouts of Kingston Seymour was formed under the leadership of 
Hartley as Scout Master. After his death the troop was disbanded not to 
be reformed until 1926. The hymn board in the Church is dedicated to 
him and reads: “To the Glory of God and in Memory of Edwin Hartley 
Griffin 1st Scout Master. Entered into rest Feb 11 th 1919. Presented by 
the boys. Be prepared.” 

 

Looking around the tombstones in the Churchyard it is likely that John 
James Waygood died of the Spanish Flu, judging from the dates and 
some guess work....”aged 39, died 14th Feb 1919” (just 3 days after 
Hartley).  His widow survived for over another 60 years and eventually 
remarried Mr Smith at Kingston Bridge, (of Smiths the Blacksmith’s). In a 
taped interview to Ken Stuckey in the early 1970s she recalls how hard it 
was to be left a widow in those days, (although she did not mention the 
cause of her husbands’ death), with a toddler and a baby with no Social 
Care or provision. She just had to be determined to do the best she could 
and continue to go out to work for long hours to bring the children up.  

 

The School Log records some details about the Spanish Flu being 
present in the village as follows... 

Oct 23rd 1918  Leslie Williams suffering from Spanish Influenza.  
(Leslie survived to adulthood and farmed at Plenty’s Farm until the 
1970s.)  
Dec 2nd 1918  There is an outbreak of Influenza in the village. I received 
notice from Dr Savage to close the school for two weeks.  
Feb - 1919  Bad attendance owing to Flu. Only 14 present and Infants 
School abandoned on recommendation of Dr Savage (Influenza). 

 

Jane Bell 
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Congratulations from everyone to the Pullin Family on the arrival of 
Henry earlier in the month. 
 

 

 
 

Fresh Whole Milk   
Four flavours of Milk Shake 

Re-useable bottles 
 

        We are looking forward very soon, to welcoming everyone 
who wishes to buy fresh whole milk, directly from our pedigree 

        herd of cows at Yew Tree Farm. This high quality milk will be 
        gently pasteurised every day, with no further processing to 
        ensure that all the natural flavour and goodness is retained. 
 

For further updates, please follow us on 
The Milk Stand – Kingston Seymour 

 

  
 

Lisa gave me a list of 6 jobs to do then asked why I had only done 1,3 
and 5 on the list. I explained it’s because I’m an odd job man…… 

  
Lisa is blaming me for ruining her birthday which is ridiculous as I didn’t 
even know it was her birthday! 
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Church Notes 
 

Fran will have included all the up to date details, including the Easter 
plans. We are thankful for her enthusiasm and grateful for her weekly 
contact with those would otherwise be at a service in church.  
 

Mothering Sunday posies and cards were left in the porch once more this 
year.  Thank you Anita and Sylvia, I know how much they were 
appreciated. This weekend marks the anniversary of the first full 
lockdown, and so we are approaching the first painful anniversaries for 
several of our village families. We continue to offer our love and hold you 
in our prayers and thoughts. On April 8th we will be lighting the church 
tower in memory of Brenda Hilliard, please do get in touch if you would 
like an anniversary marked in the same way. 
 

The work to the Lych Gate is in the final phase now. It’s been a long wait 
but the finished result will be worth it and would be certain to warm 
Gerald’s heart. The old coffin rest has been restored with a legacy from 
Mr Ken Stuckey, a fitting tribute for one who had such a love for Kingston 
and an unrivalled knowledge of its history. We are now obtaining quotes 
for the re-pointing work needed as listed in our Quinquennial Inspection, 
also for a small amount of glazing and attention to the windows. 
 

Margaret and Anthony Hawks have continued to spend their lockdown 
clearing yet more brambles and brash from around the edge of the 
churchyard. A huge thank you to them and to the brilliant working party 
who hauled it all away one Saturday.  
 

The church will be unlocked for the week from Easter Sunday 10am – 
4pm. It will be fully decorated as usual with an Easter Egg Hunt set up in 
the churchyard. Please do come and enjoy what our village church can 
offer through these further Easter restrictions. Easter lilies used in the 
displays can be given in memory of a loved one. If you would like to do 
that, please put your loved one’s name(s) on a piece of paper and leave 
with either Trudy Harris, Cheryl Sewell or Sue Thomas with your donation 
of £3 per lily. 
 

And finally, I’ve received a lovely note from the organiser of the Shoe Box 
Appeal. She says, ‘Thank you so much, the wonderful shoe boxes 
gathered last year were fabulous and so appreciated.’ Thank you 
everyone. 

Sue Thomas 
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Kingston Seymour Parish Council 
 
Spring is in the air, the plants are growing, the animals are thinking about 
mating and we all probably have our fingers crossed that we can take the 
next “Steps” outlined by the Government!  Let us hope there’s no need 
for “5,6,7,8”! 
 

At this month’s Council meeting we spoke quite a bit about the outdoors.  
We have new roadside maintenance agreements in place, and these will 
start to be delivered in April to help keep the village looking spick and 
span.  A special mention also for those residents who are going out of 
their way to pick up rubbish left by the sides of our lanes.  Thank you! 
 

We are waiting for NSC to come back to us with proposals on how the 
village railings might be refurbished and we are liaising with them about 
possible investments in our footpath network.  Did you know that May is 
this year’s “National Walking Month” (sponsored by BHF) and, whilst one 
of the aims - encouraging walking to school - doesn’t work for KS, getting 
active and trying out our network of 17 footpaths could be a fun pastime 
in the (theoretically) better weather in May.  Still no further news on  the 
Coastal Footpath, we hope that we’ll hear more as we come out of the 
COVID crisis. 
 

We also spoke about Road Safety in the village.  It is about six months 
since Lampley was resurfaced and we had all of the lines and warnings 
refreshed.  The Parish Council have always planned to conduct a repeat 
traffic speed survey in conjunction with NSC to validate the steps that 
have been taken but this is very much a post COVID activity, once traffic 
levels through the village find their new “normal” level.  It is into this 
environment that we received an approach from a “Twenty is Plenty” 
campaign group who are for NSC introducing a blanket approach to 20 
mph speed limits in villages throughout the county.  We have replied to 
the group informing them of the approach we have been taking in the 
village to manage the important issue of road safety, recognising all the 
views of our community and our quite unique topography. 
 

We have just been advised about a Traffic Regulation Order which NSC 
is planning to publish at the end of March.  The nascent proposal is to 
restrict (in some form) access by motor vehicles to the lanes between 
Clevedon, Nailsea, Yatton and Backwell in order to promote “Active 
Travel” by walking or cycling.  I will publish the documentation on our 
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website as soon as I receive it and the consultation will run until the 30th 
April.  Please read the documents and please comment directly in 
whatever form is required.  The Parish Council will prepare and submit a 
formal response as well. 
 

Our Police team reported that whilst crime levels in their immediate patch 
remain light, they have been active in trying to break “County Lines” drug 
activity at Yatton Station.  Regrettably, there are still instances of catalytic 
converters being stolen from certain vehicles so please do what you can 
to prevent your vehicle being the next target.  Watch out also for 
fraudsters trying to get bank details from you in exchange for Vaccination 
Appointments or declaring that you’ve been subject to an HMRC fraud.  I 
just had one of those calls.  I blocked the number and reported it. 
 

Financially, the Parish Council is well placed with some £14k of balances 
projected at financial year end and, within these monies, we now have a 
specific fund for future repairs to the War Memorial for when they become 
necessary.   You will have received your Council Tax bills and seen the 
tiny increase made by your Parish Council this year.  You’ll also know 
about the extra you now have to put aside to have your garden waste 
collected (more on the website if you need it).  
 

Because of the current restrictions, we haven’t been able to earmark a 
date for an Annual Parish Meeting, but Councillors will review this at the 
next meeting when perhaps there will be more clarity about where the 
restrictions will be and what venues might be able to accommodate us. 
 

Council meetings are always open to parishioners and the next one is in 
May.  Please do contact one of your Councillors or me if you have any 
comments or questions about any of the above.  If you have access to 
the internet through PC, Mac, tablet or smart phone, there is always new 
village news and (soon?) events on the Kingston Seymour website.  
Please let me know if there is something you’d like me to put on there to 
share with the village.  The website also has direct links to some of the 
key Government Coronavirus documents if you need them. 
 

Keep staying safe - nearly there! 
Steve Dixon, Parish Clerk 
 

Email: kingstonseymourpc@gmail.com Phone: 07902 798 162 
Website: www.kingstonseymour.org.uk 

 

I’m writing a book about hurricanes –  It’s only a draft at the moment. 
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A belated Congratulation to Gemma and Tom on the arrival of Charlie 
and also to Grandparents Alice and Paul Cox. 

 

A letter from our Vicar 
Dear Friends, 
 

As we approach Easter there is hope in the air! Some will have had their 
first vaccination and a few may have had two. It is so heartening to see 
the children catching the school bus and then being dropped off with 
parents chatting and catching up. Molly, my four-month-old cockapoo, 
particularly enjoys going for a walk in the afternoon when the children are 
getting off the bus and are willing to play. 
 

I’ve been enjoying watching the signs of Spring and working in my garden 
to get it ready to receive visitors – hurray! During Lent we’ve been 
reflecting on Jesus’ journey to Jerusalem and the events that led up to 
his death and resurrection on our Zoom Lent course and I’ve been 
thinking about how the stories of his last week have helped me reflect on 
where we are in the pandemic as in many ways they reflect the provision, 
isolation, tension, and anguish that we have experienced over the last 
year and how at Easter we can also share in a powerful message of hope.  
 

Messy Easter Hope Full bags will 
go out to all families in the village 
at the beginning of Holy Week and 
I do hope you enjoy the contents. 
We also have a Good Friday 
Easter Workshop with a story, 
activities, churchyard ramble, 
Easter egg hunt, hot cross buns 
and something eggstra to take 

home! If you would like to join us 10-11am then please contact me as it 
would be really helpful to know how many to expect.          
franbindingkks@gmail.com 01934 830120 
 

It seems such a long time since Christmas so it will be so good to have 
the opportunity to be together again over Easter. 
 

You’ll also need to book a place if you would like to join us for any of the 
services advertised in the magazine. We are very excited about opening 
the church for worship again over Easter but we still have to be careful 
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and safe. Post Easter we will return to the pattern we had after the last 
lockdown of a service at 11am every week alternating between Kingston 
Seymour and Kenn. As at Christmas the church will be open every day 
after Easter so that everyone can wander in and enjoy the beautifully 
decorated church. 
  
I would like to thank all those who have worked hard to keep everything 
ticking over in lockdown, opening the church, working in the churchyard, 
delivering letters, helping with worship online, continuing to fulfil the day 
to day running tasks that are needed in a quiet, effective but unassuming 
way.  
 

Hope is our Easter theme.  This time last year we were in a very different 
place and hope, although we knew it was there, was just over the horizon, 
silent and still, just out of sight. We could not join together physically in 
church to reassure each other, to remember together the lessons of Holy 
Week and to celebrate the joy of Easter but this year we can share the 
traditional Easter proclamation – 
‘Christ is risen! He is risen indeed! Alleluia!’ 
In community we can share these words and remember that the 
overwhelming message of Easter is that of hope, renewal and revival. 
 
 

I wish you many Easter blessings and hope for the future. 
Fran Binding 

 
 

United we stand! 

April 1st marks the 40th anniversary of the setting up of a united parish 

incorporating St Mary’s Yatton, St John’s Kenn and All Saints Kingston 

Seymour. The following is an amalgamation of some articles from the 

parish magazine in 1980/1981. 

In October 1980 an unnamed PCC member wrote that after the parish 

priest for Kenn and Kingston Seymour, Neil McGregor, left it was clear 

he was not going to be replaced so a decision had to be made on how to 

continue ‘pastoral care for these two parishes’. Their options were: a) for 

Kenn to join a Clevedon parish and Kingston with Yatton; b) that the two 

parishes became a United Benefice with Yatton, continuing as separate 
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entities but with one vicar; c) that the three become one United Parish, 

‘one in all things, one priest, one PCC, one common aim to grow together 

in the love and worship of God and in His love for us’. The decision to be 

made within six months. 

In September members of the three PCCs, all six churchwardens and the 

vicar threw out the first two options and decided to become ‘one United 

Parish with all its joys and problems, all its differences of opinion and all 

its common aims, utterly confident that walking in the steps of our Lord 

and Master Jesus Christ, all things are possible and that with mutual love, 

understanding and trust, all problems will be overcome’. The anonymous 

author finished with these meaningful words: ‘Please pray for the great 

act of faith and for the Yatton Group of Parishes, without which we at 

Kenn, Kingston and Yatton would not have grown so much together and 

would probably not now be able to take this big step forward’. After this 

had been passed by the Diocesan Pastoral Committee, it became a legal 

reality on 18 March 1981 when, at the Court at Buckingham Palace, the 

Queen on the advice of her Privy Council confirmed the new group 

ministry, to take effect from 1 April. 

The next article is excerpts from the May 1981 edition,  

‘Kenn, Kingston Seymour and Yatton’s CoE Parishes are now ONE 

parish, with three churches. This means, for example, that you may be 

married (assuming you are not already!) in any one of these churches 

wherever you live in YATTON MOOR. 

Our ‘crawling’ is now over, and not only are we standing, but we are now 

taking more solid food! There is much to do though before we can qualify 

in the race that is set before us as St Paul would desire. In the meantime, 

the preparation we have been making will certainly prove to have been 

valuable in going forward.’ 

Dick Acworth goes on to announce the Annual Parish Meeting (now the 

APCM) on 3 May 1981 when the new joint PCC would be elected. He 

finishes with these words: 
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‘Our pattern of Sunday services is now well advertised and, though not 

final (how could it ever be) yet its intention is to encourage us all to be ‘at 

home’ in Kenn, Kingston or Yatton. Every encouragement will be given 

by our new PCC to stimulate and support one another at every turn,’  I 

believe they have certainly done that in the intervening 40 years. Ed 

Footnotes 

Fancy it being 40 years!! How well I remember it and have always been 

grateful for the way in which both Kenn and Kingston had no anxiety 

about joining up with Yatton. That was in good measure due to the very 

warm relationship between Neil MacGregor and his churchwardens and 

us in Yatton. Of course none of this would have continued so well without 

the support of the likes of Ray Naish and others in Kenn and the Travises 

and the likes of the Simmons and other great farming folk in Kingston. 

And they were not alone. There was not one objection to the creating of 

a single benefice - one of the very very few that have weathered the test 

of time in this diocese.  We had a memorable service starting at Kenn, 

moving to Kingston and then finishing at Yatton. Rev Dick Acworth 

The churches of Yatton Moor continue to have their individual characters 

but have increasingly acted as a team in recent years. Sharing clergy 

clearly promotes this unity, but we should not forget the ‘glue’ people who 

had habitually worshipped at more than one church. The retreat from 

evening service attendance at Yatton was not mirrored so strongly at All 

Saints and St Johns, leading Yatton dwellers to attend evensong in the 

villages. So when there was a need to fill a budget deficit in 2019, Kenn 

and Kingston held an auction, while St Mary’s held a summer fair – but 

each event was run and supported by people from across all three 

churches. Similarly the carol services of 2019 across four of the five team 

churches shared at least some choir members, who had learnt the same 

pieces. This last year has seen joint on-line services run by members of 

each church and attended by all. As we emerge from the pandemic, we 

hope that we will continue to share our Christian life, supporting and 

inspiring each other.  
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This poem was published in the July 1981 magazine — which incidentally 

featured on the front page a photo of Prince Charles and Princess Diana! 

The Moor the Merrier 

The village of Kenn is the home of man 

Whose faith is stout and its women devout. 

Its church foursquare with timeless air 

Stands at the door of its namesake Moor 

But it may not stand alone. 

Kingston Seymour could not be more 

Blest with rural grace, her maids more fair of face. 

Her men may toil on good Avon soil 

By their church serene on stream-girt green, 

But it may not stand alone. 

The spire at Yatton looks to be sat on 

But the men ’neath its shade are finely made,  

The women of comely pattern. 

It is cosily laid in Mendip’s shade, 

But it may not stand alone. 

So our Queen (in council) the wisdom has seen 

Of making the triangle square. 

By Royal decree one parish not three, 

One priest for collective care. 

Neighbour now with neighbour blends, 

No wishful sigh for regimes gone by, 

A happy union of friends. 

So give three cheers and one cheer more 

For our newborn parish of Yatton Moor!    Tomas Anthony 

 

Please remember if a woman says she will be ready in 15 mins she will be. ---

No need to remind her every half hour 

And if a man says he’ll fix it tomorrow there is no need to remind him every six 

months 



 13 

And finally a short story……….. 
 

A Lockdown Day or Does this sound familiar? 
 

Another empty day but for this one Mary had plans, she had decided that 
she would finally finish the embroidering of that hassock for the church 
that had been hanging around for about two years.  Mary lay in bed 
sipping her early morning tea enjoying the thought of a whole day doing 
exactly as she wanted. 
 

As Mary stood in the kitchen washing up the breakfast things, she 
realised it was already ten o’clock she really must get on. She had been 
distracted by the News Paper which had already delayed her embroidery 
progress.  One really had to keep up with the COVID news not to mention 
Megan and Harry.  She looked down at the tea towel she was holding, 
very mucky and took it to the washing machine which when opened 
revealed a couple of damp jumpers which needed to go on a radiator.  On 
the way she tripped over some worn out slippers waiting to be put in the 
dustbin.  Putting the jumpers over a chair she picked up the slippers and 
started out to the dustbin. There was her iPad by the backdoor and she 
decided this might be a good moment to order some new ones.  It took 
some time to find the right size online but with them safely in her cart she 
was proceeding to checkout when Ben, Mary’s husband, stuck his head 
round the door. 
 

“I’m just making a cup of coffee do you want one?  Bye the way is there 
any more milk?” 
 

Mary hastened to find this vital commodity leaving the slippers unbought 
before Ben destroyed her carefully organised fridge.  She then joined him 
for coffee as not to do so would have been unsociable and this was part 
of the daily routine. As she sat down she picked up the embroidery but 
then put it down again to drink her coffee. She would have time to 
concentrate on it once Ben was safely back in the garden. 
 

Coffee drunk Ben requested her help “for just five minutes” holding up 
some planks.  Shoes and coat on Mary followed Ben outside.  Five 
minutes did stretch to more than twenty but finally Mary was released and 
on her way into the house she noticed a rose in a flower border which 
had escaped pruning, so she went to look for secateurs. She found forks, 
trowels a dibber but sadly the drawer lacked any secateurs.  Emptying it 
out she spotted a bracelet she had broken when gardening and took it in 
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to put in an envelope for safety until it could be mended.  Hunting through 
her desk for an envelope she noticed a birthday card that she would need 
to get in the post tomorrow if it was going to get to its destination in time.  
She thought it best to write it now so she picked up a pen which of course 
did not work and began hunting for another one. 
 

At that moment she heard the familiar ping of a WhatsApp post. It took 
Mary a few minutes to locate her phone under a pile of unopened post 
which she saw contained a small package that must be her sewing 
machine needles, at last she would be able to make some more masks.  
She picked them up and took them to the dining room which had become 
her sewing room. There on the table were the pair of woolly gloves that 
had a developed a hole in the thumb.  Now where had she seen a ball of 
green wool to darn them maybe in the chest in the hall.  With her head 
deep into this chest and with much of its contents on the floor around her 
she heard the clock strike one and rapidly scrambled to her feet. The 
lunch time soup needed heating; sandwiches made post haste. 
 

An after lunch cup of coffee and a chapter of her book followed and then 
she picked up her embroidery, found a needle and a suitable colour of 
wool and the phone began to ring.  The call was of course another scam 
so she put down the receiver without listening to the message.  Goodness 
the phone was dusty when had she last cleaned it she really couldn’t 
remember so digging in the kitchen cupboard she found a duster and 
some polish and was soon dusting not just the phone but all the objects 
close to it.  She then noticed the floor was covered in cat hair and she 
really couldn’t stand a messy floor so, dropping the duster, she went in 
search of the Hoover. On the way she came across her iPad with many 
notifications on the screen. She sat down on the stairs to check her 
emails, responded to a couple, had a quick look at Facebook, read the 
latest BBC news stories and looked at an advert for pan cleaners.    She 
then remembered her unbought slippers and started that process again. 
 

The clock struck six.  Mary just couldn’t think where the time had gone.  
Poor Ben she hadn’t even taken him a cup of tea and there was now no 
time to do the goulash she had planned for supper.  It looked like 
readymade lasagne from the deep freeze again.  She passed the 
embroidery as she went into the kitchen and sighed.   
 

“Where does the day go? Still there’s always tomorrow.”  

 

I was going to tell the joke about sodium but then I thought Na no one will get it. 
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HOLY WEEK 

SERVICES 

All Saints’ Church  

Kingston Seymour 
and 

St John’s Church  

Kenn 

Monday A short service on Zoom 7pm ‘It was on Monday that religion got in the way.’ 

Tuesday A short service on Zoom 7pm ‘They called him a waster.’ 

Wednesday final Lent Group on Zoom 7pm 

Maundy Thursday at St John’s  

A short reflec tion  on the Passover, a simple communion followed by stripping the altar 

and a refle

c

tio

n

 on Gethsemane 7pm (booking needed) 

Good Friday at All Saints’ 

10am Family Time – a simple but life changing story ‘We are forgiven’ with activities 

(booking needed) 

2pm An hour at the Foot of the Cross (booking needed) 

Saturday 

5pm All Saints’ - Lighting of the Easter Candle (a gathering initially outside the church) 

6pm St John’s – Lighting of the Easter Candle as above 

Easter Sunday 

9.30am St John’s Easter Communion (booking needed) 

11am All Saints’ Easter Communion (booking needed) 

Contact details for booking: franbindingkks@gmail.com 01934 830120 
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Good Friday 

Family Workshop 10-11am 

All Saints’ Church 

 
A story, some interesting activities, a churchyard and 

Easter egg hunt and a hot cross bun with an additional 

something extra to take home! 
 

Why not join us? 
 

It would be helpful to know how much of everything 

we need so please contact Fran at: 

franbindingkks@gmail.com or at 01934 830120 

before Monday 29th March if you would like to come. 


