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~ Issue 194  June – July 2021 ~ 
 
 

It is hard to believe that a year ago I felt I had to put this edition of the 
magazine in the telephone box for collection rather than have it delivered.  
It seems such a long time ago   One shudders to think what it would be 
like now if vaccines had not been developed so quickly. I put this picture 
of the telephone box on the front as I think it has been a real Covid 
positive as, I think, both young and older have found it very useful. 
Besides the enormous and varied number of novels the recipe books and 
high-quality children’s books have been great.  While I think of it, thank 
you Neil O’Rourke for suppling the village with the North Somerset Times 
via the Telephone box.  Also thank you to everyone who has been looking 
after all the books, sorting out them out and tidying the place up. 
 
Things look as though they may be returning to normal with the promise 
of the Village Pub soon (Look out for news of this on the Facebook page) 
and the Village Show. The schedule for this is at the end of the magazine. 
With covid regulations changing in the next couple of months I think the 
village Facebook page will be vital for news of what activities are going 
on in the village. 
 

Sylvia Stokes  ksmagazine@outlook.com  01934834461 
 
 
 

Magazine Copy Date Saturday 24th July  
 

The church tower was lit up on 15 April in memory of Liz Daniel, 

who we lost ten years ago after a long, brave fight with cancer. 

 

A Message from Margaret Laishley 
 

Hello everyone, hope you are all well.  Just to let you know that I am 
coming to Kingston for a few days on Wed 2nd of June and staying with 
Judy and Robin.  They have very kindly offered to do an “Open Day” for 
me so that I can see as many friends as possible.  It will be on Friday 
4th June from 11am to 4pm for anyone would like to come and have a 
drink or cup of tea with me.  I am really looking forward to seeing people 
after this long lock down!  

Regards to all and see you soon.                            Margaret Laishley. 
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The Friends of All Saints 
 
 

The Friends of All Saints are looking for a volunteer to either act as 
Treasurer or as Secretary on their committee. 
 
For new village residents the Friends of All Saints Kingston Seymour was 
established in 1996 for the purpose of supporting the importance and 
appreciation of the fabric of the church within the village 
environment.  The Friends enables both the congregation and just as 
importantly the non-congregational members of the village to support the 
upkeep of the fabric, whilst recognising the buildings importance 
architecturally within the village landscape. The Church is arguably the 
most significant village asset that we have. 
 
The Friends supports the fabric with funds by partially funding gaps in 
fabric repairs, for example the lovely restoration that is going on of the 
Lych Gate is being 100% funded by the Friends along with a contribution 
towards the coffin rest within the gate. Every walker, runner etc. get to 
appreciate this not just the church users.  
 
As a charity The Friends is run by a committee of villagers and we put on 
a number of fun and engaging social events throughout the year to raise 
funds.  If you appreciate the appearance of All Saints and would like to 
support the committee and help organise a village quiz, a wassail or a 
Bar and BBQ then please do put yourself forward. We only organise 
events that are fun and sociable. 
 
The treasurer role entails the banking of event money, documenting of 
event costs and income and producing the year end accounts. The input 
is not too onerous on time as we only put on two or three events a year. 
Equally we do have the resource within the committee to move roles 
around, so if treasurer is not for you and you want to help, then the 
secretary role can made available, and our secretary will move to the 
treasurer role. 
 
The secretary role, takes the minutes, books our venue and submits the 
annual return to the charity commission. 
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If you are a new to the village, I can personally recommend the friends as 
a great way of getting involved as it is at the heart of many of the village 
events.   
 
Please contact me if you would like to discuss. 
 
Mark Humphries Chairman         07791 610634 
 

Two Old Boys 
 

We were at Kingston Seymour school in the fifties. I swapped a half crown 
for a medal of the same size with another boy. The medal had been 
awarded to ‘G.H. Dibble, York Regiment 1914-1919, The Great War For 
Civilisation.’ 
 

Moving on to 2020 and the medal has been hiding in various drawers for 
sixty years, so I showed it to a specialist in Congresbury who happened 
to be coming to speak to Kingston Seymour History Society. At the 
meeting he asked me to explain to the group how I came to have the 
medal before putting up a slide of a family, one of whom was the recipient 
of the medal. 
 
Norman Harris, sitting next to me, said “that’s my grandmother and her 
brother in the picture”. 
I realised the medal should be returned to the family for safekeeping and 
told Norman he should have it; but I would like my half-crown back. 
 
Norman told the story to Rodney Veale who said that he had a half crown 
that Norman could pass on to me. It was dated 1948, the year of my birth. 
Everyone was happy! 
 

 Roland Griffin and Norman Harris 
 

Hurrah! for the hard work carried out by the litter pickers during 

lockdown. They must be less than delighted at the state that the village 
is in - only 2 weeks into the loosening of restrictions. In the last week, 
several bags of rubbish have been fly tipped into the rhyne (recently 
dredged)  in Middle lane, and more along Lampley Road.  

 

Carol Beveridge 
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Playing Live Music during the Lockdown 
 
Bon Accord (Claire Ray – Kingston Seymour and Bob Foster – Axbridge)   
 

Bon Accord have 
been able to enjoy 
playing their music 
safely throughout 
the long lockdown, 
despite being 
many miles apart. 
This has been 
possible thanks to 
their mastery of  
software called 
 Jam Kazam.  

 
From an early stage, friends and family from all over the country have 
been able to break the monotony of their locked down lives by ‘attending’ 
weekly zoom concerts.  The programmes included a wide variety of 
popular musical items and sing-along selections, with which everyone 
has been able to join in safely. These concerts have happened every 
Wednesday afternoon since early summer in 2020. 
 
Now that the lockdown rules have eased, we are allowed to play side by 
side in the garden at Hawthorn Cottage, Middle Lane, and even if it’s cold 
and wet on concert day, thanks to Claire’s large awning, we have still 
managed to serve our growing remote audience.   
 

We fully intend to continue with our Wednesday afternoon concerts but 
we also now would like to open the garden gate and welcome visitors in 
person, although of course anyone can also still attend the zoom event 
online. 
 

If you decide to come to the garden, then the music starts at 3.30pm.   
You might like to bring your own brolly/sunhat/drink. 
 

Meanwhile, details of the Wednesday afternoon Zoom event are as 
follows: 
Music starts at 2pm Meeting ID= 772 148 6698      Password=123345  
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Historical Society 

 
We hope to have some news on future meetings in the 
August/September issue. In the meantime, Roland and Frankie Griffin 
have kindly invited us to an evening walk around their Plantation which 
has matured quite a lot since our last visit some years ago. We have 
arranged for Tuesday evening 8th June at 7.00 pm, weather permitting. If 
it does not permit, then Tuesday evening the 15th June. We will meet at 
the Lych Gate at the Church and either walk, or drive to the site. Some 
lifts with Roland and others can be available. This is the first meeting for 
the Historical Society this year and will be for members only. Any 
decisions about bad weather will be made on the day and we will 
endeavour to contact you. 
 

If you are interested in becoming a member, please contact Jane Bell on 
01934 877322 or Ann Perrott on 01934 833888. New members welcome. 
 

A thought on the shortage of Mallards in the Village. 
 

My wife and I saw the current magazine at All Saints church this morning. 

Whilst I can’t say why Mallard numbers have declined in Kingston 
Seymour, I can say that the population has declined nationally by 18% 
from 2008- 2018.  The decline in the former county of Avon for a similar 
period was 28%. 
The increase in Corvids, principally Carrion Crows and Jackdaws might  
be a factor locally but that is just speculation.                        Trevor Riddle 
 

 

Kingston Village Show 2021 
 

The Village Show committee truly hopes to be able to hold a show in 
person this year!  After a tremendous online show last year we look 
forward to being back in the Village Hall on Saturday August 21st.  You 
may notice this is a week earlier than normal as a wedding party is using 
the Church and Hall on the following Bank Holiday weekend. 
Could people with trophies please ensure they are engraved before the 
beginning of August when Lesley Cole gathers them up, many thanks. 
 
We look forward to lots of entries and a bit of friendly competition, so get 
growing, baking and creating.                                                Kate Esler 
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Church Notes 
 

The rain held off for the Good Friday Workshop, so 15 children and their 
families used the outside space for trails and egg hunting, making and 
munching. It was a really good morning. The afternoon service reflected 
the message of Good Friday in a different way, finishing with a hymn and 
prayer around the 3 crosses. On Holy Saturday, a little crowd gathered to 
light the Easter Candle from the fire of our Good Friday messages of 
'saying sorry' and Easter Sunday celebrated the hope and joy of the 
Resurrection. 
 

It seemed completely appropriate that the Easter flowers were in cream 
this year, a mixture of lilies, tulips and roses. And it was even more 
appropriate to leave them, along with a photograph, to mark the passing 
of Prince Philip. Thank you to Ian for tolling the muffled bell on the day of 
his funeral, and to everyone who helped prepare for the Easter Festival 
this year - very different, very poignant but with a real sense of gratitude 
for being together again. 
 
Since then we have continued joint services with Kenn, meeting on 
alternate Sundays in one church or the other. Fran has had a horrible 
viral infection that has laid her low for a number of days. By the time this 
goes to print, we hope very much that she will be feeling much stronger 
and ready to be out and about again soon. I know she is being well looked 
after and send her our love. In the meantime Avril has put on her robes 
again and Leonie has also taken on some of the responsibility in her role 
of Lay Worship,Assistant. We are hugely grateful to them both. 
 
At the recent Annual Meeting, John Allday and Sue Thomas were elected 
as churchwardens again for the coming year. It's a huge privilege to serve 
our Church and community in this way and we look forward to sharing 
Fran's vision for the future. 
 
Congratulations to Richard Westwood, who is part of the All Saints 
congregation, on becoming Chairman of North Somerset Council. Later 
in the year we look forward to hosting a special service for him. 
 
There have been several enquiries about Cream Teas. Let's hope 
something can get started later in the summer as we gradually enjoy 
some social activities again.                                                 Sue Thomas 
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Kingston Seymour Parish Council 
 
As I write this, we have just taken “Step 3” on the road to some kind of 
normality!  
 

The first “Pub Night” in a very long while in the beautifully refurbished 
Village Hall will hopefully soon be here!  It is a massive credit to the entire 
Village Hall team and volunteers who have worked so hard through the 
last year in bringing the “new” hall (actually built 43 years ago!) up to the 
venue it is now.  The Parish Council and the whole village wish the 
volunteer team that look after the hall every success for the hall’s future. 
 

At the beginning of May, we held our last two Council meetings on Zoom.  
The temporary law – introduced in 2020 and that permitted these 
“remote” meetings - has since expired and Parish Council meetings must 
revert to being “face to face”.  Our friends at the Village Hall have booked 
us in for the three remaining meetings (July, September and November) 
which are scheduled for this year. 
 

The first business on the Agenda of the Annual Meeting of the Parish 
Council was the election of a Chairman and Vice Chairman.  I’m pleased 
to report that Mike Sewell was re-elected as Chairman and Fred Malton 
re-elected as Vice Chairman.  Congratulations to these two and thanks 
to all of our other Councillors for continuing in their – unpaid and volunteer 
– roles.  The contact details for each of your Councillors are on the village 
website. 
 

The other major part of that meeting was agreement to the annual audit.  
I had prepared the figures and Chris Walton had kindly performed the 
Internal Audit for us.  Thank you once again Chris!  Councillors then had 
to agree that they were satisfied with the controls that we have in place 
and the overall figures that I submit to the External Auditor appointed by 
the authorities. 
 

I’m pleased to say that Councillors were satisfied with the analysis that 
had been done and authorised me to submit the details as required.  As 
required by law, there will be a formal period of “Public Examination” of 
the accounts between the 7th June and the 16th July but you don’t have 
to wait until then if you’d like to know something.  Just drop me an email 
at the address below. 
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At the subsequent “regular” Council meeting, we discussed a planning 
application and we learned that the spate of catalytic converter thefts in 
the locality continues but that there is – thankfully – little other crime in 
the area.  The Planning Inspector is now arranging meetings with those 
who objected to the Coastal Path so perhaps there will be movement on 
that front soon.  Just continued “background” preparations on the Tutshill 
Link. 
 
 

You will have received a letter from National Grid advising you of the next 
steps in their project to take power generated at Hinkley Point to 
Avonmouth and thence the rest of the country.  There will be some 
disruption as they create “build roads” to enable work next to Lampley 
Road (and when you turn left out of the village across Kenn Road), as a 
precursor to actual construction of bases for the forthcoming T pylons.  
There is a lot of information on the Village Website where I’ve set up a 
dedicated page to bring you the latest information about this project. 
 

Financially, the Parish Council is well placed and had £14k of balances 
at its disposal, including funds specifically earmarked to maintain the War 
Memorial.  The Council will be investing more in maintaining the village 
appearance this year and will continue to support other activities which 
contribute to village life. 
 
 

Council meetings are always open to parishioners and the next one will 
be in July.  The minutes (and draft minutes) of meetings are always 
available to view on the website.  The website also has direct links to 
some of the key Government Coronavirus documents if you need them 
and to some locally important sites like the North Somerset Council, North 
Somerset Times and the Curzon Cinema.  You really should have it as 
one of your favourites! 
. 
Please do contact one of your Councillors or me if you have any 
comments or questions about any of the above.  Keep staying safe – let’s 
hope we are nearly there! 
 

Steve Dixon, Parish Clerk 
 
Email: kingstonseymourpc@gmail.com  
Website: www.kingstonseymour.org.uk 
Phone: 07902 798 162 
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KINGSTON SEYMOUR 

 VILLAGE SHOW 
 

Saturday 21st August 2021 in the Village Hall 
EGGS 

1.   Eggs – all of one colour from your own flock 

2.   Heaviest hen egg 

 

HORTICULTURE 

VEGETABLES 

3.   Potatoes – 5 white 

4.   Potatoes – 5 coloured 

5.   Runner beans – 5 pods 

6.   Runner beans – the longest one 

7.   Tomatoes – 3 on a plate 

8.   Cherry tomatoes – 5 on a plate 

9.   Two single tomatoes to be judged on taste alone 

10.  Biggest onion 

11.  Onions – 3 

12.  Heaviest marrow 

13.  Basket or Box of vegetables – minimum 4 varieties 

14.  Herbs – collection of 4 culinary herbs in small bunches 

15.  Any other vegetable 

16.  Oddest shaped vegetable or fruit 

17.  A bucket of your home-made compost 

 

FLOWERS SUPPLY YOUR OWN VASE 

18.   Vase of mixed garden flowers (not to exceed 2ft) 

19.   One rose from your garden 

20.  One rose from your garden to be judged on scent alone 

21.  Dahlias – 3 blooms of a variety or varieties 

22.  Best flower in your garden – 1 bloom or spray 
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23.  Sweet peas – 5 stems, mixed or all of one colour                                        
POT PLANTS 
24.  Best flowering pot plant 

25.  Best foliage pot plant 

26.  Best cactus or succulent 

 
FRUIT 
27.  Eating apples – 5 any variety 

28.  Cooking apples – 3 any variety 

29.  Cider apples – 5 any variety 

30.  Plums any variety – 5 fruits 

31.  Pears any variety – 5 fruits 

32.  Any other fruit or fruits 

33.  A branch of fruit or berries in a vase 

 
COOKERY 

OPEN CLASSES 
34.  Shortbread – 5 fingers 

35.  5 identical colourful cupcakes 

36.  Quiche 

37.  Victoria sandwich 8” filling of choice (not decorated) 

38.  Soda bread 

 

SPECIAL PRIZE – MEN ONLY (16+) – THE JOHN 

VANDERPLANK CUP 
39.  Carrot cake decorated 

 
WINES 
40.  1 Bottle of home-made cider 

41.  Any other alcoholic drink e.g. red/white wine, sloe or damson gin, apple vodka etc 

42.  A bottle of home-made non-alcoholic drink e.g. ginger beer, cordial etc 

 
PRESERVES 
43.  1 Jar of jam any variety 

44.  1 Jar of lemon curd 

45.  1 Jar of chutney any variety 

46.  1 jar of marmalade any variety 

 

HANDICRAFTS 

48. Any item of knitting or crochet 
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49. Any item of needlework, clothing, patchwork etc 

SPECIAL PRIZE -  THE DAVID & SARAH HARRIS CUP  
 

51.  Any other craft – e.g. Sculpture, woodwork, metalwork etc  

(Lots of entries please) Whole entry to be your own work. 

 

PHOTOGRAPHY  
 

SPECIAL PRIZE THE PHILIP & JUDE SIMMONS CUP 

52.  A local landscape 

53.  Black & white 

54.  A close up 

55.  Bright & beautiful 

 

ART 

56.  A painting or drawing in any medium – no previous entries please 

 

WRITING 

 

SPECIAL PRIZE – THE DAVID HAMILTON POETRY CUP 

57.  A poem (typed if possible) themed ‘Freedom’ 

58.  A short story (any subject) 100 words 

59.  Limerick – any theme/subject 

 

FLOWER ARRANGING 

 

SPECIAL PRIZE – THE GILL HARRIS MEMORIAL CUP 

60.  A hand held posy 

61.  An Olympic themed arrangement (no bigger the 1ft) 

62.  An arrangement in an egg cup 

 

CHILDRENS SECTION (Parental help is not encouraged) 

 

PHOTOGRAPHY (ALL AGES) 

63.  My favourite place 

64.  An animal 
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HANDICRAFTS 

 

4 YEARS & UNDER 
65.  A painted stone 

66.  A stick picture 

67.  Hand &/or foot print 

 

5 – 8 YEARS 

68.   Picture of your favourite Super Hero 

69.  A Glitter picture 

70.  A junk animal 

 

9 – 12 YEARS 

71.  Non kit Lego model 

72.  A friendship bracelet 

73. Mosaic in any medium 

 

13 – 16 YEARS 

74.  Design or decorate a phone cover 

75.  Tie dye a T-shirt 

76.  A piece of jewellery 

 

CHILDREN’S COOKERY 
4 YEARS & UNDER 

77.  A decorated biscuit 

78.  5 Cornflake cakes 

 

5 – 8 YEARS 

79.  A face on a pizza 

80.  5 Cup cakes 

 

9 – 12 YEARS 

81.  5 Pieces of Flapjack 

82.  A beautifully presented sandwich 

 

13 – 16 YEARS 

83.  Lemon Drizzle Cake 

84.  Mini quiche/tartlet    
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PRIZES 
A cup will be awarded to the boy & girl with the highest number of points. 

Prize money will be awarded in the children’s section as follows: 

1st – 75p,  2nd – 50p,  3rd – 25p. 

 
Ken & Freda Stuckey Cup awarded to the person with the highest number of points 

in the adult’s section 

Rodney & Angela Veal Cup awarded to the person with the highest number of points 

in the fruit & vegetable section  

Philip & Jude Simmons Cup awarded to the winner of the best overall photograph in 

show 

Paul & Alice Cox Cup awarded to the winner of the best overall cookery 

John Vanderplank Cup awarded to the winner of the men’s cookery: class 39 

David & Sarah Harris Cup awarded to the winner of the any other craft: class 51 

David Hamilton Poetry Cup awarded to the winner of the writing: class 57 

Gill Harris Memorial Cup awarded to the winner of the best flower arrangement 

  

************** 

Classes open to villagers only: 30p adults, 20p children per entry* 

Entries to be staged by 10.30am please allow plenty of time*Judging 

will commence at 11.00am*open to the public at 2.00pm* Cake & 

refreshments available from 2.00pm*Presentation of cups & raffle draw 

4.00pm* Exhibits to be removed by 5.0pm but not before 4.30pm 

 

Entry forms to be returned by Saturday 14th August 2021. To: 

Kate Esler, The Dairy House, Yew Tree Lane. Kingston Garage, 

Back Lane or to the Village Post Office. 

 

NO ENTRIES ON THE DAY 
 

Please help yourself & the judges by reading the rules before entering 

 

Additional entry forms (a separate one for each exhibitor please) can be obtained 

from: 

Kate Esler, The Dairy House, Yew Tree Lane. 

 Kingston Garage, Back Lane 

The Village Post Office 

Or you can download a copy from the village website or Facebook page or maybe 

if you have the facility, you could copy this one yourself.                                                  
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Rules & Handy Tips for Exhibitors: 

 

As always please READ THE RULES before entering: 

 

1.   No entries can be accepted on the day. Please help us by returning your entry         

      forms by 14th August 2021 

 

2.   If a measurement is quoted in the class description, please check it as the judges      

      will 

 

3.  All items of cookery to be covered in clingfilm/ plastic bag. 

 

4.  Fill clear plain jars to the top to allow cooled jams etc to settle to ¼” from top of     

     jar. Cover with airtight tops. Lids must be new or use paper tops. Pickles – new  

     screw tops, no wax. 

 

5.  Staging of exhibits to be completed by 10.30am. 

 

6.  All garden exhibits (excluding flower arrangements) to be grown & tended by the        

     exhibitor. 

 

7.  No more than two entries per person per class. 

 

Here’s a list of handy tips for exhibitors: 

 

1.  Uniformity of size is most important when showing vegetables and fruits. 

 

2.  Fruit & vegetables should not be polished. The natural ‘bloom’ should be left on    

     all fruit, tomatoes or cucumbers. 

 

3. Tomatoes, all fruits and beans should be exhibited with their stalks. 

 

4.  Show the name of preserves and the date made. 

 

5.  Eggs should be even in size and uniform in colour You have no control over which     

     egg will be cracked open but hope that the yolk will be a perfect yellow and sit up   

    on the albumen which should be neatly surrounding. 

 

6. Photographs should be taken by the exhibitor therefore the exhibitor should not  

    appear in it.                                                                                                                            
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ENTRY FORM 
 

This can be cut out as the back is blank so nothing lost! 

Entry forms to be returned by Saturday 14th August 2021. To: 

Kate Esler, The Dairy House, Yew Tree Lane. Kingston Garage, Back Lane or the 

Village Post Office. 
 

Name: 

……………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………….. 

 

Address: 

……………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………… 
 

………………………………………………………………Tel 

No:…………………………………………. 

Age (children only) 

……………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………… 
 

Please write down all class numbers that you wish to enter and enclose the appropriate 

fees. (Please try to give the exact money as we may not be there to give change.) If you 

wish to enter more than one in a particular class, please put the class number twice (not 

x 2 as we get easily confused and may think you’re entering potatoes!) 

Open Classes 30p per entry 

Children’s Classes 20p per entry 

 

Class No:  
 

 

 

         

 

 

 

         

 
I enclose £              entry fees and agree to abide by the rules 
 

Office use:    Exhibitor No: 

 

                      Number of Entries 


