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~ Issue 195 August – September 2021 ~ 
 
Our front cover this time shows Mark Humphries on his beloved Ferguson 
during a Churchyard tidy on 17th July.  Thanks to all the work Margaret 
and Antony Hawks did during lockdown, I thought it was easier than in 
the past.  Thank you, Mark, for getting people there and Sue for 
organising ice creams, then Hot Dogs and beer at the end of the morning. 
Also thank you to the Westwoods for the delicious ginger cake.  I think 
despite the hard work, we all had a very satisfying and enjoyable morning. 
 
As you will see from the magazine content things are beginning to open 
up in the village but who knows where we will be in a couple of months.  
Stay safe everyone and let’s hope for the best as we hopefully move into 
a new normal life. 
 
Sylvia Stokes  Editor.  ksmagazine@outlook.com  01934834461 
 

Magazine Copy Date Wednesday 22nd September. 

 

~An interesting email sent to the Magazine~ 
 

Hi Sylvia  

I currently live in South Africa, but lived in K.S. during the late 50’s 

and early 60’s. I used to be very friendly with the Griffins (Brian, 

Graham, Monica & Jannet) also Pat who used to live next to 

Summervil’s (spelling?) shop. 

I would be interested to know how everyone is getting on so if you 

get the opportunity please pass on my email address if any of them 

are still around I would be like to get in touch. 

Regards 

Tony Mason (ex Prospect Farm) 

 
For anyone who remembers Tony his email address is: 
ynot3069@gmail.com 
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Post Office News 

 
The Post office will be open for “company” on 
 

 3rd August from 10.00 - !2.00 noon. 
 

If you would like to meet up again for coffee/tea and a chat (spaced out 
of course) please come along. 
 

This is by way of a trial morning to gauge interest in returning to the 
Tuesday morning coffee and chat  so perhaps you would like to bring your 
own drink this time (or just come for the chat) so that we can see how 
many people would like to go forward and how it can all be organised in 
the future.  
 

Looking forward to seeing everyone again.      Judith B. 
 
If you can’t make the date but are interested, please email/phone the 
magazine and I will pass on your message to Judith. 



 4 

Kingston Seymour Parish Council 
 
As you read this, we will have taken “Step 4” on the roadmap.  Let’s 
hope that there doesn’t have to be a new roadmap in a couple of 
months’ time! 
 
The Parish Council held its first meeting back in the lovely Village 
Hall on the 14th, as “remote” meetings are no longer covered by 
the emergency legislation that permitted them.  There are many 
parties in the public sector who believe that remote – and  hybrid – 
meetings will allow Councils to be more accessible to the public 
and are pushing for legalisation of this.  Our parishioners are 
always welcome to any of our meetings – but I’m afraid it has to be 
in person at the moment.   
 
Tutshill Multi Access Route 
 
At our next meeting on the 8th of September, we hope to have the 
Project Manager of the Tutshill Multi Access route present to give 
us a live update and answer questions.  The current position on this 
project is that following resolution of the delays in the confirmation 
of Government funding to NSC, the contract for the new bridge has 
been signed and it is anticipated that work will start on this as early 
as August.  The impact on the village of this in the autumn months 
will be the passage of trucks bringing construction materials to the 
site.   
 
Whilst passage through the heart of the village is inevitable and 
necessary, the Parish Council is seeking the formal access 
statement and will be closely monitoring the manner in which these 
vehicles travel along Ham Lane and into Yeo Bank Lane and will 
be quick to call out inconsiderate drivers to the contractor and to 
NSC.  Parishioners will need to be wary when travelling along this 
route.   
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Work on the remainder of the route is now out to tender and NSC 
are tentatively hoping for an opening date at Easter 2022 (middle 
of April).  Road signage is likely to be erected much nearer to the 
opening. 
 
Coastal Path 
 
The other long outstanding through route the Coastal Path does 
now have a Planning Inspector working on it and I understand that 
they have visited some of the parishioners and others that lodged 
objections to the route that was originally proposed.  I understand 
that a report is being drawn up to submit to the Secretary of State 
and that nothing will happen - “on the ground” – until this is signed 
off. 
 
Hinkley Point Connection 
 
At the other end of the village, National Grid are building the 
entrance roads into their build areas where they will eventually be 
building the T pylons to replace the old masts.  You will probably 
have seen other construction areas around the district on your 
travels. 
 
I had asked that everyone receive the letter that they sent about 
this work, but I’ve subsequently been told that that wasn’t the case, 
so my apologies.  There is, however, a lot of information on the 
dedicated page on the website to bring you the latest information 
about this huge project. 
 
Waste Management, the Airport and crime 
 
The website also has links to the Recycling and Waste Strategy 
consultation, the Airport Appeal documentation, and a really useful 
document called the “Little Book of Big Scams” which was drawn 
up by the Met Police’ Cyber Crime unit and alerts us to the various 
types of online scams that are currently being undertaken.  
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Fortunately for us, the figures for “live” crime in our area are low but 
with public order offences being the most prevalent. 
 
Roadside Railings 
 
Finally this month, we are talking to NSC about having some of the 
roadside railings replaced and Council are asking them for a 
detailed proposal to replace “like with like” which we feel is in the 
best interests of the village.  This may take a while to land, but we’ll 
keep you advised of progress. 
. 
Please do contact one of your Councillors or me if you have any 
comments or questions about any of the above.  Keep staying safe. 
 
Steve Dixon, Parish Clerk 
Email: kingstonseymourpc@gmail.com  
Website: www.kingstonseymour.org.uk 
Phone: 07902 798 162 
 

The Telephone Box 

 
The Telephone Box continues to present some problems if you are trying 
to take a book from there.  People have been so generous donating good 
books for others to read but it seems many do not realise that no one is 
in charge of sorting them out.  There are many volunteers who do go in 
and sort it usually when they wish to take a book and it is the only way to 
find one.  Other times from the goodness of their heart. So another plea: 
 

 If you have spare books, please do take them to the telephone 
box but if there is obviously no room could you wait a week or so 
and then bring them back. 

 Please, if you are leaving books could you get them onto the 
shelves and not leave them on the floor in a pile which will just fall 
out of the box when the next person opens the door. 

 It would be good to keep the children’s box for children’s books 
only. 
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 Books about cooking, gardening etc seem to disappear very fast 
but the ones instructing people on ancient computers and the like 
are piling up.  

 It is possible that it is visitors to the village that are dropping so 
many books off so if you are passing and see one throwing them 
in could you have a word. 

 
There are some really good books in there in excellent condition and if 
you don’t have any to swap no matter just enjoy a good read. 
 

John Butland 
 
Many people reading this tribute won’t have known the Butland family, 
John and Gill, their daughters, Katy and Claire, and John’s son, Matt – 
but those that do remember them will do so warmly. 
 
John built their house (The Chatters) in Middle Lane and he and Gill 
moved into the village in 1978, living there until 1998.  They were always 
active in the village community, the girls went to local schools, they all 
formed life-long friendships whilst they lived here and there was much 
mutual sadness when they left. 
 
Liz and I were incredibly fortunate, when we moved into Orchard Cottage 
in 1989, to have them as our next door neighbours.  Life-long friendship 
understates the relationship which developed between the four of us and 
that continued after they’d moved away.  Gill and Liz were the best of 
friends, as were John and me.  We did so much together and, when I 
married Salma nearly three years after losing Liz, it was easy to decide 
who to ask to be my best man. 
 
John was, without doubt, my best mate as well as my best man. 
 
Now it is with enormous sadness that we have to say goodbye to John, 
who died suddenly in his beloved woodland (where he ran a clay shooting 
ground) near Brecon on 18 June.  He was a lovely man, a true friend to 
all who were lucky enough to get to know him and he’s now very sadly 
missed.  At only 74 years old, it was far too soon to lose him. 
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Our heartfelt sympathy goes to Gill and her family, all of whom have 
always been very close.  That closeness will, I’m sure, make John’s loss 
an even bigger hole in their lives but, at the same time, help them support 
one another through their suffering. 
 
Rest in peace, my very special friend.  I was lucky to know you. 
 
Footnote:   On 24 July, more than 150 friends and family gathered in that 
lovely woodland to celebrate John’s life.  There was a shotgun salute, 
and his ashes will be interred there under a walnut tree – because walnut 
is used for the stocks on all the best shotguns and John always made a 
wonderful job of polishing them!  A very fitting tribute. 
 

Graham Daniel  
 

Letter from Our Vicar 
 

Dear friends, 
 

I have now been to the village pub a couple of times, attended my first 
Friends of All Saints’ meeting and helped out at my first Churchyard 
Working Party. It is so good to begin to feel as if things are opening up a 
little and opportunities to meet people are increasing. I also almost always 
find myself in a queue getting my weekly bottle of milk shake from Yew 
Tree Farm. I’ve limited myself to that but in all honesty, it only lasts a day! 
My favourite so far, and I have tried most, is still banana. 
We continue to be busy at church and I as we can now meet in homes, I 
have met with four groups of regular church attenders both here four 
others from St Johns’ for what I have called ‘Way Ahead’ meetings to 
listen to where people are at and what they have a vision for. The plan is 
that I then collate the responses from each group and publish them first 
for those who have taken part and then maybe wider in the community. I 
am so grateful to those who have taken part, thank you so much. I now 
gradually hope to meet with others who are involved somehow with 
church to ask for their opinions on our village church and their thoughts 
on the future and also anyone who has an opinion that they would like to 
share! All of this will help with formulating a 5 and then a 10-year plan. If 
you are interested and I have not been in touch with you then please get 
in touch with me! 
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At the same time, we are now able to look at various projects that we can 
progress to do with the church fabric – repairs to the chancel roof, 
repointing, replacing a very old heating system and installing a toilet. A 
lot of work has already been done using funds from a Cultural Recovery 
Grant and please pop into church to see the new banner. We are always 
thinking about how best we can serve our community and continue the 
established link between church and village that is so important.  
Church is not just about Sunday, but we are looking at how we use our 
Sunday time and on Sunday October 31st we are planning a community 
breakfast at the village hall with activities for Halloween/All Souls/All 
Saints festivals which all fall on the same day! Maybe a pumpkin trail and 
craft activities as well as breakfast. Please put the date in your diary.  
The Bishop of London, who is the link person for the Church of England 
with the government and Covid restrictions recently said: 
“It is right, as the Prime Minister has said, that we all must exercise 
personal responsibility and carefully manage the risks from Covid-19. But 
as Christians, called to love our neighbour as ourselves, we must also 
exercise collective responsibility and continue to take appropriate 
precautions to protect others.” 
 
We shall continue to wear masks at church and follow social distancing 
of 1 metre, provide hand sanitiser, masks and ask people to sign in at 
services. We shall also be restricting numbers at larger gatherings for 
everyone’s safety. However, we shall now sing during services, albeit 
with masks on, and we are so pleased that we shall now be opening up 
the church every day as a place of calm, quiet, prayer and contemplation 
for anyone who would like to drop in. The dates and times of Sunday 
services are also in the magazine and everyone is always welcome.  
 
I’m now looking forward very much to the Village Show on 21st August 
and my first wedding at All Saints on 28th August. I’m a bit nervous about 
entering anything at the village show this year and thought I would just 
see what goes. It is my first year with my new garden and I’m not the best 
cake maker, however when I’ve caught a glimpse of the competition I 
may either be encouraged to give it a go next year or continue to keep a 
low profile          
 
Love and thanks,  Fran 
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Services at St. John’s Kenn and   
All Saints’ Kingston Seymour  

in August 2021 
 

August 1st    8.30am  St John’s  BCP Communion  
                      11am  All Saints’ All Together in Church  

for Songs of Praise 
 
August 8th    8.30am   All Saints’  BCP Communion 
                      11am  St John’s  All Together in Church    
      (celebrating marriage)  
 
August 15th   11am All Saints’  Holy Communion 
 
August 22nd   11am St John’s Holy Communion 
 
August 29th    9.30 am Community breakfast at Kenn Village Hall 
 

Services at St. John’s Kenn and 
All Saints’ Kingston Seymour  

in September 2021 
 
September 5th      8.30am St John’s   BCP Communion
  
                             11am All Saints’  Holy Communion  
 
September 12th   8.30am   All Saints’              BCP Communion 
                             11am St John’s         All Together in Church for   
                                                                      HARVEST  
September 19th    11am All Saints’  All Together in Church for 
                                                                       HARVEST  
September 26th     11am     St John’s  Holy Communion  
 
Weekly 
Sundays 6pm on Zoom Team Evening Worship 
Tuesdays and Wednesdays 8.15am on Zoom Morning Prayer 
Please contact franbindingkks@gmail.com for Zoom link 
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Many Congratulations to Becky and Reuben Wright on arrival of their 

new son as yet un-named as we go to press.  Also, to Grandparents Sue 
and Steve Thomas. 
 

Ladies who lunch 

Hello to all the ladies in the village. Now we are slowly coming out of 
lockdown, I am wondering if there would be an interest in re-forming a 
‘Ladies Who Lunch’ group. All are welcome!! It would be a lovely way of 
re-kindling old friendships and maybe hopefully new ones too! So just for 
now I am inviting you to phone/email me if you are interested in coming 
along, maybe monthly to enjoy getting together again.     
 
Very best wishes to you all,  Judy Seward  
Tel: 01934 832612   Email: robinhill2009@hotmail.co.uk 
 

Message from The Friends of All Saints 
 

Having experienced a period of quiet throughout the lockdowns, The 
Friends have met up to set out their agenda for the coming year and plan 
events to get the village together as we come out of this pandemic.   
 
For those who are new to the village, The Friends is a charity which raises 
money for supporting the fabric of the church building for the benefit of 
the local community.   Fundraising is through social village events such 
as a quiz, wassail, bbq and bars etc.  If anyone is interested in joining the 
committee and being involved please do not hesitate to get in touch. 
 
Dates for the Diary: 
 
Annual General Meeting - 7:30pm on Thursday 2nd September 2021 
Quiz Night - 13th November 2021 (details to follow) 
 
We looking forward to seeing you all soon! 
 
Mark (Chair of The Friends) 
humphries@live.co.uk 
07791 610 634 
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Kingston Seymour in Ancient Times  

by Gray Usher 
 
Gray Usher, a local Archaeologist wrote this article in the 1970’s and since that 
time numerous Roman sites have been discovered in the Parish. (Jane Bell)... 
Up until quite recently apart from the big Roman period building discovered well 
over a 100 years ago at Great Wemberham, Kingston Seymour appeared to hold 
little interest for archaeologists. 
But over the last few years, thanks to the co-operation of the farmers in the 
parish, the North Somerset Research Group has made a number of interesting 
discoveries which prove that, 2000 and more years ago, Kingston Seymour had 
a reasonably large Roman period population. 
Following the finding of a couple of pottery shards at Broadstone the Research 
Group began examining the area. 
This resulted in the finding of Roman period “pottery scatters” in many places 
and extending to the neighbourhood of Rust Hatch on Kenn Moor. 
Later when field drainage was going on, the Broadstone “scatter” was traced to 
within a short distance of the seawall. 
Another Roman occupation site was located due to the observation of the farmer 
concerned in a field about half a mile seaward of the end of Kingston Seymour 
street, and later another big “scatter” was revealed where the M5 crosses the 
village on the outskirts. 
These finds together with the location of at least one occupation site of medieval 
times (about the 1300’s) in a field less than a quarter of a mile of the seawall, 
rather makes us wonder if our coastline ran further into the Bristol Channel 600 
years ago? 
What it all amounts to is the fact that in Roman times the land around Kingston 
Seymour was being farmed and was supporting perhaps as many families as it 
is today! 
What did these people grow?  
Perhaps a lot of corn, a corn drier was found on the land of the late Mr M H 
Crossman along with a large occupation site taking in the village of Kenn and 
possibly linking up with the other ones in the Kingston Seymour parish. 
Some people think that all the people working on the land in the area in Roman 
times were connected with a great “manor” whose manor house was the 
Wemberham Villa, estates covering such a large area were not too uncommon 
in Roman times. 
But we have a lot to learn about Roman Kingston Seymour.  
Somewhere in the parish we think that there must be a Roman pottery-making 
site like the one we found at Congresbury, though, judging by what the old 
historian Rutter said nearly 150 years ago the Kingston potters were making 
black pottery, the Congresbury men turned out grey ware.  
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Then there is the mystery of the 600 year old sites near the seawall, what sort of 
sea defences did they have? All fascinating questions some of which we may 
answer in the next 25 years? 
 

Church Notes 
 

A big thank you for all the help received to give the inside of the church a deep 
clean following some window repairs. Broken panes have all been replaced 
and rusting metal bars treated. Next came an outside tidy and another 
wonderful response saw a group of 14 or 15 tackle the difficult areas and 
hedges. It all looks smart and tidy again ready for being open daily from 
morning to late afternoon. Please do use this space whenever you need to or 
would like to and want somewhere quiet just to be. 
 
Cream Teas    We are really hoping that Harvest Sunday will be the afternoon 
to get back together for Cream Teas again. This is the second summer of not 
being able to offer these afternoons and I know they have been missed. Look 
out for the sign boards and we will make sure we can be as safe as possible for 
everyone. 
 
Flower Guild    A self-drive afternoon garden visit is being arranged for late 
summer. If you would like to be contacted with all the details when we have 
them, please let me know. It is open to friends as well as Flower Guild 
members.  Sue Thomas (833593) 
 
 
 

Kingston Baby and Toddler Group 
 

To my knowledge we have at least 5 village babies due to arrive over the next 
few weeks - such good news and our very best wishes to each of you. The 
group has started meeting in gardens during the summer weather,  but we are 
now looking forward to getting back to the Hall again on Tuesday mornings. 
Check our Facebook page for confirmation and come along, friends are 
welcome too. We are not a scary group and we are not a large group. We have 
toys and activities to encourage the little ones to socialise, we share ideas and 
learn from each other, have a giggle and enjoy childcare in a safe place for an 
hour and a half. Please bring your own drinks for the children, tea or coffee we 
can provide ourselves. 
 
If you would like more information contact Kate Esler, Cheryl Sewell or Sue 
Thomas.  
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Rules & Handy Tips for Exhibitors: 

 

As always please READ THE RULES before entering: 

 

1.   No entries can be accepted on the day. Please help us by returning your entry         

      forms by 14th August 2021 

 

2.   If a measurement is quoted in the class description, please check it as the judges      

      will 

 

3.  All items of cookery to be covered in clingfilm/ plastic bag. 

 

4.  Fill clear plain jars to the top to allow cooled jams etc to settle to ¼” from top of     

     jar. Cover with airtight tops. Lids must be new or use paper tops. Pickles – new  

     screw tops, no wax. 

 

5.  Staging of exhibits to be completed by 10.30am. 

 

6.  All garden exhibits (excluding flower arrangements) to be grown & tended by the        

     exhibitor. 

 

7.  No more than two entries per person per class. 

 

Here’s a list of handy tips for exhibitors: 

 

1.  Uniformity of size is most important when showing vegetables and fruits. 

 

2.  Fruit & vegetables should not be polished. The natural ‘bloom’ should be left on    

     all fruit, tomatoes or cucumbers. 

 

3. Tomatoes, all fruits and beans should be exhibited with their stalks. 

 

4.  Show the name of preserves and the date made. 

 

5.  Eggs should be even in size and uniform in colour You have no control over which     

     egg will be cracked open but hope that the yolk will be a perfect yellow and sit up   

    on the albumen which should be neatly surrounding. 

 

6. Photographs should be taken by the exhibitor therefore the exhibitor should not  

    appear in it.                                                                                                                            
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ENTRY FORM 
 

This can be cut out as the back is blank so nothing lost! 

Entry forms to be returned by Saturday 14th August 2021. To: 

Kate Esler, The Dairy House, Yew Tree Lane. Kingston Garage, Back Lane or the 

Village Post Office. 
 

Name: 

……………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………….. 

 

Address: 

……………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………… 
 

………………………………………………………………Tel 

No:…………………………………………. 

Age (children only) 

……………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………… 
 

Please write down all class numbers that you wish to enter and enclose the appropriate 

fees. (Please try to give the exact money as we may not be there to give change.) If you 

wish to enter more than one in a particular class, please put the class number twice (not 

x 2 as we get easily confused and may think you’re entering potatoes!) 

Open Classes 30p per entry 

Children’s Classes 20p per entry 
 

 

Class No:  
 

 

 

         

 

 

 

         

 
I enclose £              entry fees and agree to abide by the rules 
 

Office use:    Exhibitor No: 

 

                      Number of Entries 
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