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Well there is certainly plenty to read in this issue
of the magazine and quite a few dates for your
diary as some sort of normality returns to our lives.
We are all I am sure keeping our fingers crossed
that there will be Christmas celebrations this year.
So I hope you all have a very Happy Christmas and
Prosperous New Year.
Sylvia Stokes 01934 834461 ksmagazine@outlook.com

Magazine Copy date Saturday 22nd January 2022
Kingston Seymour Christmas Post.
I can’t believe that the time has come again to prepare for
Christmas Post morning! This year we are happy to announce
that this event will be held back in the foyer of the village
hall. Tuesday 21st December, 9.30 – 1200.
For the lovely new villagers who may not be aware of this occasion, we will
be present in the foyer to accept inter-village Christmas cards to be
delivered to your friends, for a small donation of 10p per card for our chosen
charity this year ‘The Clevedon Food Bank.’ We will sort the cards into a
letter frame in order of all houses / roads in the village. After closure time
1200 we will have a break, then return to the hall and prep and tie the cards
into easy deliverable bundles. From 3.00 – 4.00pm the cards will be available
for kind volunteers to come and pick up a bundle for delivery round the
village. If you are unable to come to the hall to pick up a bundle of cards
between 3.00 and 4.00, please let us know and we can deliver the bundle to
your house.
So - - please if anyone would be happy to volunteer to deliver a few cards,
would you kindly let me know.
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As well as the food bank we would like some of the money you donate to go
to the “village magazine,” always a very much loved form of passing on news
and information to our village. We think the food bank in Clevedon is a very
apt charity when there are many people so stretched financially at this time
of year.
Just to remind you, Tuesday 21st December, 9.30 – 1200 to bring your
cards and a donation, enjoy a glass of mulled wine and a mince pie (to be
served at the bar/ skittle alley) and enjoy a tradition the village that has
become a yearly event now for many years.
A kind request please, to add the house name and road as well as the name
of the people you are sending to on the envelopes. This ensures the card
reaches the right person. Put the date in your diaries and come and enjoy
a festive morning.
Judy and Robin Seward Tel, 832612 Mob, 07896692813
Email, robinhill2009@hotmail.co.uk

Wednesday December 15th 3.30 – 5pm All Saints’
Church
Invitation for all families with children up to 11 to call in at church to pick up a
Messy Christmas bag, be one of the first to see our village church beautifully
decorated, make a decoration to go on the tree, join in with a carol or two if you
would like and have some refreshments.
Stay for as short or long a time as you would like.

What’s in the bag this
Christmas? My favourite is
making the marshmallow and
chocolate sheep – yummy!
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Church Notes
Thank you so much for the wonderful response to the Shoe
Box Appeal. This year a total of 75 boxes have been delivered to the
collection point at Clevedon. It's a huge number, far more than expected so
thank you all so much for your amazing generosity. That's 75 more Christmas
smiles somewhere in Eastern Europe.
Look out for details of the 50 Club coming in the new year. A new year, a
new venture - don't miss out!
Since our last magazine there have been several hospitals stays - planned
and unplanned - for our village friends and neighbours, and others awaiting
surgery shortly. We send our love and our prayers to you all and share the
joy of recovery and the anxiety of the wait.
Fran's letter gives the details of all we can look forward to leading up the
celebration of Christ's birth, let's hope and pray it will be a joyful
celebration for everyone this year.

Sue Thomas Churchwarden

A Fond Farewell
In 2019 it all seemed so straightforward. We were moving
from London to North Somerset where our daughter
Carol, her two children and her partner Richard lived. We
asked Carol and Richard to find us rented accommodation where we could
live until we found a property to purchase. The house they found for us was
in a village called Kingston Seymour of which neither they nor we had any
knowledge. We took up residence in November 2019 and expected to be
residents of the village for about six months.
The warmth of the welcome extended to us took us by surprise. People went
out of their way to make us feel welcome and to include us in village life. At
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that time there was at least one activity a week in which one could become
involved - and involved we became. We decided (ill-advisably it subsequently
turned out) not to search for a new home during the winter months but would
start hunting with true intent in the spring. We did not see Covid waiting in
the wings ready to make its entrance.
By late March 2020 we recognised that we would be remaining in Kingston
Seymour for the foreseeable future. There was no sadness about staying
but we were, due to both age and health, confined to barracks and we found
that difficult. Contact with others was only by telephone or e-mail. What
seemed to be the beginning of new friendships slipped silently away. Cuddles
and hugs and even handshakes became taboo. All activities in the village
came to a halt. It felt like a bereavement.
We never succeeded in obtaining a delivery slot with any supermarket and
therefore had to rely on Carol and Richard to do our shopping. When they
came to the door they stood distantly and when they left there was just the
word goodbye - no hugs. Slowly small local traders offered delivery services
- we shall always be thankful for their helping hands.
When Covid restrictions were partly lifted we tentatively began to search
for our new home. Twice we thought we had found the home we were looking
for but after having paid one and a half thousand pounds for a survey on
each occasion we were faced with very worrying reports. The first of which
advised us not to purchase the property and the second came close to the
same conclusion but did suggest that a sizable sum would need to be paid in
order to ensure the property was safe.
Searching again we toured a variety of homes. We viewed houses that had
clearly been loved and some that were waiting to be loved. The most bizarre
house was the one where the front garden had several examples of topiary
that had been shaped to resemble penises. It was a relief that the house
did not suit us because I could not have lived contentedly with those oversized symbols of masculinity.
It was in March 2021 that we found "our" house. We did not know
immediately that it was a probate sale but learned this fact some weeks
later. We were advised that probate, would inevitably suffer some delay
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because the staff were, like so many other professions, working from home.
Contacting the probate office was difficult. No telephone number was
available, or any e-mail address or other internet contact. The only way to
communicate was to send a letter. (Well, we all know where unwanted letters
end up). We did contact our MP who advised us that he had been contacted
by many people in similar situations as ours. He was sympathetic but not
able to offer us any hope. Both our solicitor and the vendor's solicitor made
similar comments. Quite unexpectedly we received the news in October
(seven months after our offer was made) from the estate agent that
probate had been granted. Just to be absolutely sure we contacted our
solicitor and checked the accuracy of the announcement. That bit of naivety
that lives inside of me believed that with this news we would serenely and
sedately head toward completion of the purchase. Not so.
It had been agreed by all parties that exchange and completion would take
place on the coming Friday. On Thursday the vendor's solicitor confessed
that she had failed to obtain a vital piece of paper. No progress could,
therefore, occur on Friday but it was suggested that Monday might "possibly
be a possibility."
Monday afternoon bought a telephone call from our solicitor saying that she
needed to ask a few questions and then we could exchange and complete on
the sale. She asked if we owned any other property and rather foolishly
(because it was not relevant) I commented that there was another property
that was part of a trust for our children. Her reaction was to say "Why was
I not told that!" Before I could utter a single word she said she needed to
speak to a colleague and would ring back. Larry surmised that the issue was
to do with a stamp duty surcharge on second/holiday homes and not,
therefore applicable. Larry advised her of this and she responded by
suggesting that we would need to consult a tax expert. After a pause and a
wry grin Larry said "I am a tax expert."
By early evening we knew that the home we had waited so long for was ours.
So we say a very fond farewell to the villagers who made our two years in
Kingston Seymour such a happy time. We will remember you with affection.
Pat and Larry Chrisfield
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Dear friends,
It has been so heartening to have the opportunity to start to get together
with people and to have the opportunity to chat and get to know more
villagers over the last couple of months. In particular I have enjoyed having
the opportunity of meeting with folk on Tuesday mornings, those who keep
the essential post office service to our community going, the wonderful smell
and taste of real coffee, the alure of delicious home-made cake enjoyed
against the background murmur of children playing, mums chatting and
babies being mostly comfortably content. I hope I never take any of this
for granted. Thank you to everyone who makes all this possible. You will see
from this magazine just how much else goes on and what other opportunities
we are so lucky to have.
Advent, Christmas and Epiphany – a busy couple of months! Message to self
– you cannot do everything! Message to friends – likewise!! Advent, like Lent
(pre-Easter time) for some of us churchgoers should be a time of quiet
reflection as well as preparation. I hope everyone manages to enjoy the
wonderful bits of the season without some of the stress!
You will see from the services we have in church that we have our usual full
programme of services with some interesting additions. We begin our
Advent services with a Christingle all age service on Sunday 5th December
at 11am and we are looking forward to supporting the Children’s Society
again this year by raising funds for children whose lives are difficult and
who need specialist support. Lots of activities for children during the
service as well as lots of joining in.
Wednesday 15th December 3.30-5pm we are inviting young families to drop
into church on their way home from school for the first viewing of this year’s
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decorated church, to share in refreshments, carol singing, a Christmas craft
and to pick up this year’s Messy Christmas bag that contains everything you
need to make your own nativity scene including my favourite – a marshmallow
and chocolate sheep- yum!
Friday 17th December at 7.30pm we have the Carol Service involving the
Young Farmers, our excellent singing group and our soloist Beth Burdge.
December 19th at 6pm you are warmly and enthusiastically invited to Carols
on the Close for a communal sing along and warming seasonal refreshments.
Christmas Eve we have our Crib Service and this year, in order that we might
accommodate everyone safely, we shall be starting at the church at 4.45pm
and will be led to Bethlehem (Yew Tree Farm) to witness the Christmas story
in a barn among the cattle and sheep. There will be provision for those who
cannot do the journey at the farm where some can wait for the travellers
to arrive! At 10pm we then have our very special Christmas Communion by
candlelight as we prepare to celebrate the coming of the Christ child.
January 2nd at 11am at our All Together in Church service we shall be
celebrating Epiphany – the coming of the three wise men and we welcome
Beth to sing with us again. On one of the Saturday mornings later in month
we shall be holding an Epiphany and Candlemas party in church for young
families with refreshments, games, activities, story telling so please watch
out for more information. January can be a long and boring month after
Christmas so it’s good to have something to look forward to!
So action packed and exciting while always remembering that for me ‘Jesus
is the reason for the season.’ This makes it all so very special and I look
forward to welcoming you into the story.
Wishing you every blessing through Advent, Christmas, and the new Year,
Fran Binding

Historical Society
Just in case you haven’t heard the meeting on Tuesday 30th November has
been postponed due to the increase in COVID cases. It is hoped that the
society will be able to meet again in the spring.
Jane Bell
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More Babies!
Congratulations to Robert and Maggie Cole on the arrival of a new daughter
Helena.
Congratulations to Jo and Sherry of Kingford house on the arrival of their
daughter Arna.
The best of luck to all of you.

Also - Our ever popular Tombola stall will be making a welcome return at
the Christmas Fayre! If you have any suitable items or gifts please take
them to Helen @ Prospect Farm on Back Lane or Kate @ Orchard End on
Ham Lane.
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Kingston Seymour Crib Service
5pm Christmas Eve
Yew Tree Farm
We are currently in the process of planning this year’s ‘special’ outdoor
Crib Service which will take place in the Cow Barn at Yew Tree Farm.
If your child is interested in joining in the fun please can you contact Susie
on 07875 166882 or Cheryl on 07968 368507 and provide your child’s
name, age and if they would be interested in a small speaking part.
We look forward to hearing from you!

Susie and Cheryl

Christingle Service at All Saints’
Church

Sunday December 5th at 11am
ALL WELCOME
Donations for the Children’s Society
12
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Kingston Seymour Parish Council
The Parish Council met for the last time this year on the
12th November and covered a wide range of topics – fully
detailed in the draft minutes which are available on the
village website and on the noticeboard.
After dealing with a planning application, the Council were updated on our
Police contingent and were pleased to learn that our local team is now back
up to strength and that, happily, there had been no reported crime in the
Parish.
The Council has pursued a strategy of keeping the village looking at its
best this year with investment in the cutting of vegetation in key areas
and our thanks go to Anthony and Steve for their work on these contracts.
We have also been talking to NSC about the railings in key locations and
have agreed with them a replacement of the ones at the Triangle/Middle
Lane corner on a like for like basis. This work should take place in the
spring.
Councillors discussed and considered what we could do to help with the
climate emergency and will support relevant NSC initiatives by promoting
them through the website. The Council will continue to look for
opportunities to support climate initiatives directly or indirectly.
We have now received confirmation for the Tutshill Multi Access route
project, that contractors are appointed will start on site on the 6 th
December. There is likely to be a two week period of setting up before
the traditional, construction industry wide Christmas break. We expect
activity will ramp up in the new year, we have already made strong
representation to the NSC team the importance of minimising disruption to
the village and maintaining safety (e.g, vehicle movements to avoid school
transport times). The Project Manager will attend the Council meeting in
January to give an update and to receive early feedback from us to how
things are progressing from a village perspective.
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Following my write up on the route in the last edition, a parishioner kindly
pointed out that Mud Lane itself is far from “vehicle free” so, when the
route does open, we will all need to take extra care along this section and,
of course, the other lanes through the parish.
Whilst we still have no new information on the Coastal Path, our own
footpaths are set to receive some significant upgrades – with wider
bridges and “kissing gates” being installed instead of stiles in many
locations. These improvements come as a result of work Councillors did to
assess our footpath network, to funding granted to NSC by National Grid
and to landowner agreement - and will make these paths more accessible
for anyone with some restricted mobility. A contractor will be appointed
shortly.
Work to use the old railway line from Kingston Bridge to Clevedon (the
Strawberry Line to Clevedon via Rust Lane) is in discussion but still in its
early stages. The link from Kingston Bridge to Yatton station however –
and if funding is secured - could be finished in the next financial year.
Talking of finance, the Parish Council has some £18.8k in its accounts
including reserves and for repairs to the War Memorial when needed. We
are in contact with the War Memorials Trust regarding the condition of
our 101 year old – Grade 2 listed - memorial and await their counsel.
There’s more information about the memorial on our website in the
Historical Society section. Incidentally, the website now enjoys around
1000 page views per month and is well worth a browse if you have a
moment. If you think it’s missing a key topic, please let me know and I’ll
add it.
Finally, I’d like to mention two items for our mutual safety.
Firstly, the Environment Agency has launched a “Check for
Flooding” service which provides us with warnings by text and email
if our parish is under threat from extreme weather conditions.
Just register for the service online and you’ll start to get relevant
alerts as soon as they are issued.
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Secondly, I’d like to remind everyone that we have a Defibrillator
in the village. This is attached to the outside of the Village Hall
and if it’s ever needed, the call made to the ambulance service will
give you the cabinet access code. The defibrillator is easy to use
and it talks you through every step as you use it. Please don’t be
afraid of it, you could save someone’s life!
There is more information about both of these topics on our website but
please phone me if you’d like to receive the information in written form.
Please do contact one of your Councillors or me if you have any comments
or questions about the work of the Parish Council.
Steve Dixon, Parish Clerk
Email: kingstonseymourpc@gmail.com
Website: www.kingstonseymour.org.uk
Phone: 07902 798 162

Flower Guild
There is a wreath making workshop on Friday 3rd
December in the Church at 7.30. The cost is £17
payable in advance and must be booked as numbers
are limited. Everything needed will be provided
along with mulled wine.
We will be making Christmas table decorations to order this year and the
order slips denoting the preferred colour scheme, will be available in The
Church Porch from the beginning of December. The finished arrangements
will be in The Porch, with name labels on, from Monday 20th December.
The cost will be £8 to be included with the order slips, which can be given
to Trudy, Sue Thomas or Cheryl.
We will be decorating The Church on Wednesday 15th December from
10.30 a m., and it will be on a woodland theme this year.
We will welcome anyone to come on any of the above occasions and look
forward to seeing you.
Sue Hyde
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In case you get bored of al that turkey over Christmas here is a recipe
from Tricia Reynolds that you might want to try as it is or adapt to use up
that Turkey.

Sweet and sour chicken. An easy recipe and verging on the
authentic - maybe! Here it is in case you want to make it:
2 chicken thighs, skinned boned and diced
2T cornflour
3 T oil
2 garlic cloves- diced finely
1 onion - large dice
1 red pepper - large dice
4" cucumber - large dice
1/2 small tin of diced pineapple
2T sugar
1/4 cup of white wine
1/4 cup of wine vinegar
2T tomato ketchup
Further heaped t of cornflour
1/2 cup basmati rice
1. Dice chicken and put in bowl with 2T cornflour, mix well till chicken is
coated.
2. Put rice on 9 mins
3. Heat half oil and fry chicken pieces
4. Add 1 t more cornflour to the bowl and add a little white wine, mix well,
set aside.
5. Sweat onion in rest of oil, add pepper, garlic + cucumber
6. Stir about 1 min.
7. Add pineapple and half juice in tin, wine, sugar, vinegar and ketchup.
8. When bubbling add cornflour mixed with wine, stir well.
9. Stir in cooked chicken pieces
Serve over strained rice
I used rice wine only because it was in the pantry already but I think it
added to the flavours. I've tried several recipes but this is the one I like
best.
Bonne appetite
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Clevedon Food Bank
Thank you as well for the ongoing support for the Food Bank throughout the
year, both in goods and financial donations. This year has been another
difficult one and they are so very grateful for all the contributions. At
Christmas they make up hampers and are particularly short of packets of
tea bags (80 size), Christmas puddings and Christmas cake/ chocolate logs
to go with the usual weekly needs. 420 hampers were given last year, double
the previous Christmas, and the expectation is for that number to be
increased again. Anything we can help with will be greatly appreciated.
Sue Thomas

Kingston Seymour Flower Guild
Wreath Making Workshop
When: Friday 3rd September
Where, All saints Church
Time: 7.30 pm
Cost: £17.00
The cost includes all materials, tuition, a glass of
mulled wine and a mince pie
Please bring your own secateurs if you have them
This is a fun evening where you will be taught how to make a wreath
using a wire base, foliage, and decorations of your choice from the
selection provided.

To book please contact one of the following:
Trudy 07904988109
Cheryl 07968368507

Sue 07763674395
Ange 07935896523
18

Services at St. John’s Kenn and
All Saints’ Kingston Seymour
December 2021 and January 2022
December 5th
8.30am St John’s
11am All Saints’

BCP Communion
All Together in Church for CHRISTINGLE

December 12th
8.30am All Saints’
11 am St John’s

BCP Communion
All Together in Church for Advent

Friday December 17th
7.30pm All Saints’

Carol Service

th

December 19
11am All Saints’
6pm St John’s
Service

Holy Communion
Carol

Christmas Eve
3pm St John’s
Crib Service
5pm All Saints’
Crib Service
(Churchyard then Yew Tree Farm)
10pm All Saints’
Christmas Eve Communion
Christmas Day
10am St John’s

All Age Celebration Christmas Communion

nd

January 2
8.30am St John’s
11am All Saints

BCP Communion
All Together for Epiphany

January 9th
8.30am All Saints’
11am St John’s

BCP Communion
All Together in

January 16th
11am All Saints’

Holy Communion

January 23rd
11am St John’s

All Together in Church (all-age service)

January 30th
10am St Mary’s

Yatton Moor Team service For Candlemas
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The Village Christmas Post

Please bring your local village cards to the Village
Hall on
st
Tuesday 21 December between 9.00am – 12.00
No later please
Donations of 10p per card or more if you wish
Proceeds will go to the Clevedon Food Bank
and The Village Magazine
Thank you to Judy and Robin Who will be over seeing this activity
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