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Arthur Bailey 

THE CHURCH AND CHURCHYARD 

Church Parades on a Sunday morning were a regular feature in WW2 with all the Service personnel in 

attendance, when fund raising weeks were held, such as Wings for Victory, Warship Week, Salute the 

Soldier Week... 

At the Thanksgiving Service in Church at the end of the war the Rector, Rev. Frank Gornall said to his 

parishioners that they met to give humble and hearty thanks to God that somehow we were preserved and 

the great agony of the World was over.  

There are a number of First and Second World War associated headstones and memorials here;   

For a comprehensive trail of the Church and Churchyard please use the Churchyard quiz 

Start with HAM LANE for the foot trail 
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HAM LANE 

Rustic Farm 

Rustic Farm was the home of William and Ellen Stuckey and his family. There is a classic photograph of the 

Stuckey family standing by the front farm gate c 1914.  

Barberry Farm  

Corporal Hanham lodged at Barberry Farm during the Second World War. He was one of the many services 

personnel who were billeted in the village and was one of those who manned the Searchlight Station in 

Back Lane. He was so happy here that he stayed on for several years after the Armistice. 

The Old School 

There is extensive information about village life in both World War One and Two in the book “Kingston 

Seymour School, The Root of Village Life” 

The smaller room in the school became the A.R.P. ( Air Raid Precautions), and First Aid Post, and was 

manned every night by a rota of the local Services and at times of an air raid alert all services had to report 

to the post. A coded phone was installed, the sandbags appeared and of course, there was the general 

blackout. Kingston Seymour Home guard consisted of twenty two personnel. There were four Special 

Constables, ten National Fire Service men, seven A.R.P. Wardens and seven assistants and Red Cross 

workers, Comfort Knitters and First Aid persons. 

An entry for the school log book shows a quote of £10.00 for repairs to windows caused by the blast of a 

sea mine that exploded in Middle Lane in 1940. 

Because there was no Village Hall until 1954, social gatherings took place in the School Room for 96 years. 

Quite a few social activities went on there throughout WW2. There was Wings for Victory Week, Warship 

Week, Salute the Soldier Week with mock auctions, Whist Drives, and Beetle Drives. Also, Grand Dances. 

All money raised was put in National Savings Certificates, Defence Bonds and P O Deposits. 

When the final surrender to the Allied Forces came, Kingston Seymour celebrated, as did everybody, with 

singing, and dancing in the schoolroom with an overflow in the playground. Also a bonfire and fireworks at 

Lampley and the Thanksgiving Service in Church.  

Court House 

When in August 1941 the two G mines fell in the centre of the village the Post Office was moved to Court 

House, with all its provisions and essential services, for 8 weeks. 

The Simmons family, who lived here at the time, gave a temporary home to Kingcott relatives who were 

evacuees from London; they did not stop many days as they were scared of the narrow roads and the 

rhynes and soon returned to London where they felt safer! 
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 Court House Apple Orchard 

 25th September 1940. Ray Naish, aged 15, and his father, Mr Victor Naish, were picking up apples when 

they heard the drone of German planes coming up from the south coast of England. There were 86 and 

they learnt next day that the planes had been heading for Filton Aircraft works, which they bombed, killing 

many people. 

The Rectory (now the Old Manor) 

6 out of 24 RAF men were billeted here. Their task was to construct the decoy site simulating Avonmouth 

and Bristol on the wharf. 

Cherry Tree Farm 

There is a marvellous photograph of a Threshing scene at Cherry Tree Farm for Mr Frank Luff during the 

First World War. (See the exhibition in the Church). 

Rectory Cottage 

This was home to John known as Jack Palmer killed in the Navy in WW2. He died of his wounds on 31st May 

1941 while serving on HMS Maori. His ship was engaged in the hunting of the Bismarck. 

THE TRIANGLE 

Church House Garage (by the Church gates near the red phone box.) 

This was once a cottage called Church Cottage and during the First World War two soldiers who served are 

registered as living here. Pte Henry Lambert 13th R.F.A. and Pte Charles Albert Parsons 1st Btn. Mons. 

There is a photograph of Charles Parsons in the exhibition. 

The Old Post Office 

The (Old) Post Office Stores was where Wilfred Pope worked as a Grocery assistant to Sidney and Belle 

Griffin. He was killed in action near Ypres, Belgium, in November 1914, aged 21. Wilfred was of the North 

Somerset Yeomanry, and Cavalry of the Line Regiment.  His Regiment of 500 men arrived at Ypres with 500 

horses and finding that it was not suitable to fight with horses there, he and many others were sent 

straight to a front line trench. He died less than 48 hours afterwards, and he is commemorated on the 

Menin Gate. 

The War Memorial 

The War Memorial was erected in May 1920 by public subscription. At a Meeting held on Jan 20th 1919 a 

resolution was passed as to what form a Memorial, (then styled a Peace Memorial), should take. 
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The old Calvary stone which was incorporated in the memorial had stood from time out of mind in the 

same corner of the triangle. It was no doubt the base of the ancient village cross, of which it is the sole 

relic. The stone is of 14th or 15th century date and it can be concluded that the ancient cross stood on the 

same spot as it is now. 

The four carved figures represent, Victory, Peace, St George and St Michael. The cross bears the following 

inscription, “In glorious memory of those from this parish who gave their lives for their country, and in 

honour of those who fought and suffered with them in the Great War, 1914 -1919.” 

Two men from the village – Wilfred Pope and Reginald Holley were killed out of 27 who served. Their 

names are not inscribed on the memorial. 

The Old Village Shop and Off Licence (now Woodview) 

In World War One, this was the home of Henry James White, (Harry), only son of the shop owner, who was 

a widow, Mrs White, nee Kingcott. He went to fight and is listed on the absent voters list as 13420  Pte, 

626th Agr. L. Co. 

His mum’s youngest brother, his Uncle, Harold Kingcott, is commemorated at Yatton on the War memorial, 

and on the Menin Gate at Ypres. Mrs White must have been so relieved when Harry returned home safely, 

and not to have lost her only son as well as her little brother.  

In August 1941 two G mines fell in the centre of the village and one did not explode but buried itself deep 

in the muddy ground. Those people living in the Triangle area were evacuated for 8 weeks, finding 

temporary accommodation in houses and farms at a safe distance. A “Suicide Gang” eventually made it 

harmless. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 LAMPLEY ROAD 

Lampley Road, like Middle Lane, was used as access for Tanks to which went to the Seawall for practice 

during World War Two.  Therefore the road has very good stone foundations as it was reinforced especially 

for this. 

The Old Chapel 
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The Old Chapel was opened in 1863 and there are a few photographs of First World War Soldiers who were 

associated with the Chapel in Jane Bell’s collection. There was also a Chapel Sunday school, which was 

quite active during the Second World War, and there is a photograph of many village children who 

attended dated about 1936.  Jim Ruston’s book, “A Cockney in Green Wellies” written by Jim whose family 

were war time evacuees from London who lived at Rose Cottage mentions his experiences whilst living in 

the village and the Chapel features in this. 

Jim wrote in a letter...“One of the highlights of our week was when Mrs Kingcott called at our cottage on 

Sundays to take us to Chapel. There were quite a number of evacuees from London and some from Bristol 

who attended this lovely little place of worship every Sunday. It brought a sense of stability to our worn 

torn lives, a place of peace where we knew we would be welcome. One cannot underestimate the part the 

Chapel played in not only our young lives but that of our elders. With the world in turmoil, when the door 

was closed and the service began, we were able to sing and pray in our own little haven”. 

Whistlers 

This is the site of an earlier cottage where Tom Waygood, a farm labourer lived. He is listed on the absent 

voters list of 1918 as Thos.  Henry 162738 Dvr.17th R.E. (Royal Engineers). He is also in the World War Two 

photograph of the Members of No 6 Company Home guard Yatton Platoon.  

Brick Cottage  

One of these was the home of the Holley family when Corporal Reginald Holley went to serve in the First 

World War. He did not return as he died of wounds in Salonica in February 1918. 

Later after the Second World War Mrs Notter and her son Albert were the only London evacuees who 

remained living in the village in cottage, number One, (nearest to the M5).  

 

 

 

MIDDLE LANE 

In 1943 Middle Lane was used as an access route for Tanks to reach the Seawall in World War Two to test 

different types of tracks on the foreshore and providing vital information before the invasion of Normandy. 

(As previously mentioned). 

In the summer of 1941 two land mines straddled Middle Lane, one opening a crater about 100 feet in 

diameter and killing six cows belonging to Mr Wallace Jones. This was in the field behind the 1980s houses 

just at the village end of middle lane. 
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The second across the road failed to detonate. It took the Bomb Disposal Unit eight weeks to dig down and 

defuse it. This one was where the present ex council houses now stand. 

 

BACK LANE 

Rookery Farm 

Mr Edward Griffin and wife farmed here during the First World War and they had two sons and a daughter, 

Hartley, Frank and Winifred. 

During the WW1, about the middle of the war, the Boy Scouts was formed, under the leadership of Hartley 

Griffin (Scout Master). Unfortunately he died in 1919 from the Spanish Influenza pandemic. The troop was 

disbanded. A hymn board was given by his fellow scouts in his memory, and is in the Church. It was later 

reformed in 1926 under the leadership of Wilfred Griffin, a cousin.  

During the special weeks that the village held to fund raise for the war effort, such as Warships Week and 

Wings for Victory and so on, on each occasion, the Church Parade on the Sunday morning was followed 

during the weekdays by sports for the children in Mr E  Griffins “Rookery” field. The tradition of the village 

sports was held here until recent years as his son Frank carried on the public spirited work. 

This ends the tour 

Thank you for your interest and participation 

There is accompanying information, photographs, and memorabilia at the Historical Society Display in the 

Church 

 

 


