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Issue 198 February - March 2022 
 
 

Just a thought but if you are not a member of “Kingston Seymour Village 
News” Facebook page yet, why not join as it does give day-to-day news 
of what is going on in the village which the Magazine cannot do. Also 
don’t forget the Village website which Steve Dixon a keeps up to date. 
 

Finally, a plea to dog owners (I know most in the village are very 
responsible) there has been a real problem with some people not bagging 
up their dog poo or just leaving the bags on the side of the road for 
someone (?) else to pick up. I know villagers will join me in asking these 
people to be just a little more caring of the community. 

 

Can I remind everyone about the Library which calls every other Tuesday 
at  11.10 to 12.40. The next visit is 8th February.  Also the Village Market 
10.00-12 on the first Saturday of the month. It would be good to support 
these two village facilities if you. 
 

Sylvia Stokes  - 01934 834461   ksmagazine@outlook.com 

 
 

Magazine Copy Date - Sunday 20th March 
 

Church Yard Tidy 
 

Anthony and I are about to start tidying up the churchyard just as we did 
last year.  We enjoyed doing this and the results seemed to please many 
of you.  So…… we would like to suggest that you might care to join in and 
help us oldies! Fran agrees with this idea and even suggests we have 
regular dates, perhaps 4 a year, on a Saturday with a coffee and cake 
break too.  The first date will be: 
                 

Saturday 26th February 
10am-1pm 

Weather permitting 
 

Do join us for a free workout, bringing along any piece of gardening 
equipment you might find helpful or just come along for an hour or so.  

 

 

See you there, Margaret Hawks 
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Christmas Post 2021 
  
May we first wish everyone in Kingston Seymour a very happy new year!   
Robin and I would like to say a huge ‘thank you’ to you all for your 
generosity again for supporting Christmas Post morning last December. 
We are very happy to announce a sum of £410.00 collected for the cards, 
an amazing achievement.  
 

We have divided the money between the Food Bank - £260.00 and the 
Village Magazine £150.00, both such good causes. 
 

We would especially like to thank John Harris for his great help sorting 
the cards into the new frame and to Jackie Harris for her help with the 
incoming cards and donations. A massive thank you to goes to our lovely 
volunteers who delivered bundles of cards around the village, without you 
all it would be a huge task! 

 

As always it is a great privilege to oversee this now traditional event in 
the village but with the increasing years we are now a little older and 
maybe not so able to cope with this event. We are wondering if we have 
any budding “postie” type volunteers to slowly take on this worthy cause. 
So – if there is anyone out there who feel they would enjoy putting a 
Christmas Postie hat on, please do get in touch and maybe we can 
introduce you to the procedures involved ready for next Christmas.  
 

Again our heartfelt thanks to you all and we hope you have a happy and 
healthy year.  

                                            Judy and Robin Seward 
     

The Friends of All Saints 
All Change for The Friends 

 

After nearly a decade at the helm, I write to advise you all I have decided 
the time is right for me to stand down from my position as Chair of The 
Friends.   
 

It has been a particularly stressful and busy year for the family and I.  With 
setting up two new businesses, supporting increasingly busy schedules 
for the Children's studies and interests, and with a few extended family 
health issues to boot, it has become obvious that there is a need to re-
focus time and energy homewards.   
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I will be standing down at the end of the current financial year and, as 
such, The Friends Committee will be looking for my replacement.  In this 
regard if you are interested in the role or simply joining the committee as 
it moves forward with its next chapter, please let me or one of the team 
know.  
 

I will be leaving The Friends with a healthy bank balance and some future 
projects. I will continue to offer my support for future events but will be 
very much behind the scenes to allow the next Chair to drive it forward 
with a renewed energy.  
 

Thank you to you all for supporting our events and for making the years 
of involvement such great fun! 
 

Mark Humphries     
Chair of The Friends    
  humphries@live.co.uk 
 

The Crib Service 2021  
 

It wouldn’t be appropriate for us to let the January magazine pass without 
a mention of our fantastic outdoor Crib Service / Nativity, held on 
Christmas Eve at Yew Tree Farm.  Whilst the venue was in part a bi-
product of working within the covid restrictions put in place by Yatton 
Moor Parish, I don't think anyone could argue that the ambiance of the 
farm, complete with hay bales, lanterns and of course the delightfully cute 
(and noisy) live animals was anything but magical. 
 

We were delighted to have such a strong turnout for the congregation 
despite the weather, who all took their seats within our hay 
bale amphitheatre.  The atmosphere was buzzing, children were 
chatting excitedly, lambs were bleating, and there was the odd rendition 
of a carol to warm up little voices before we commenced. 
 

The performance introduced a modern rhyming script to the traditional 
narrative with humour afoot to keep it lively and entertaining.  I'm sure it 
is not often we hear a shepherd say of an angel 'Cor blimey mate, you're 
a bit scary, What are you, A giant Fairy?' or the kings refer to their gift of 
gold as some 'well cool bling'.  However, the children did a sterling job of  
delivering their lines and reminding us of the pure wonder and importance 
of the Nativity story. 
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As always with these events, they simply would not happen without the 
help and support of many.  Of course, this year a special show of 
gratitude goes to Richard And Anita Simmons who kindly offered the 
venue, their time and many ideas to create the spectacular setting.  In 
reflection of this, this year's donation was made to the the Farming 
Community Network (FCN), and a generous £200 was raised to this 
cause. 
I would also like to take this opportunity to thank the children for all their 
hard work and energy, to the Parents who have supported with finding 
costumes, learning lines, attending rehearsals etc. and to the many 
helpers who set up the venue, provided animals / hay bales / costumes / 
props / equipment, attended the parking, sat the congregation, manned 
the PA system, ‘crowd controlled’ the children and of course for all the 
hands on deck for the massive clear up to enable us to return the venue 
to Richard and Anita appropriately.  Without all this it wouldn’t have 
happened. 

Thank you for your support!  
Susie Humphries 
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Contact Lucy Hanks on 07540275623 to book a table or for more 
information. 
 

Kingston Seymour Youth Club 
 

Well, we have finished our first term with the latest version of Kingston 
Youth Club and it has been great. Aimed at the primary age group, we 
regularly have 15 - 20+ children turn up for sports activities or craft, visits 
or games. This week they went to Clip and Climb at Weston, they have 
been invited to Roland's wildlife orchard, been on a bike ride, had a party 
and probably still one of the favourites, fishing at one of the lakes. It 
warms the heart to see the children all having such a great time together 
and the parents having time to catch up with each other. Responsibility is 
shared so no-one has to feel under pressure - except the person who has 
to keep the Tuck Shop topped up!  

 

We meet Wednesdays 6pm-7pm, usually at the Hall, just come along. 
 

Kate Esler and Sue Thomas 
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Letter from our Vicar 
Dear friends, 
 

My camelia is flowering and my daffodils are in bud and almost out as I 
write – hope springs eternal! It’s  wonderful to see signs of Spring and to 
begin to plan for lighter and, I hope, sunnier days. You will see that 
Margaret Hawks has publicised the next date for a working party in the 
churchyard that she deliberately wants to plan before the birds start to 
nest and get too disturbed. I’m sure there will be plenty to occupy us and 
I hope the weather will be kind. More hands make light work so if you are 
able to join in on Saturday February 26th that would be amazing and 
thank you. 

 

We are grateful and excited that we have permission from the Diocese to 
move three pews out of church in the first couple of weeks in February to 
clear a space at the back of church so that we can have a more versatile 
area to socialise and have refreshments before or after services, give 
more space for cream teas, workshops and displays and to allow space 
to put in some chairs that will be more comfortable for those who have 
painful backs and other mobility issues. It will allow ease of access for 
buggies, travelators, and wheelchairs. It won’t reduce seating capacity as 
we will have chairs to use in that space when we need them for big 
services. The pews will be stored safely while further paperwork is 
completed for the Diocesan Advisory Committee. 

 

There are some challenges ahead of us this year at church. Firstly, 
essential, and major repairs to the building and associated costs but a 
small group of people are working hard to action this and huge thanks to 
the Friends for their generous, and unstinting support. Regular 
worshipping members of the church have the usual pressures of digging 
deep to pay the annual Parish Share and to cover running costs but I 
never cease to be amazed by the faithful, resourceful, and determined 
way that people respond.  

 

We are looking forward to welcoming the Parish Council into church for a 
few of their meetings this year and continue to be very grateful for the 
partnership with the Village Hall. Plans for the Queen’s Jubilee are[fb1] 
coming together and I’m sure there will be other village events as the 
restrictions of the pandemic ease. 

 

The joy of gathering in church, at the village hall, at other places around 
the village and on the Web is that we can be supportive of each other and 
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considerate of others’ needs. Meeting places and events also give the 
opportunity for others to come to the village and receive a warm welcome. 
I hope that this web of friendship will help Kingston Seymour have a 
successful 2022. 

 

Love and thanks,           Fran Binding 
 

Numbers Club 
 

Here is an invitation to join the new “Numbers Club”, in aid of maintaining 
the church within the community. £10.00 per month will offer you the 
chance to win £100.00 at the end of every month. Payments will be taken 
from the 1st March and the first prize allocated at the end of every month. 
You can pay by direct debit or cash on a monthly basis. You will receive 
a membership form with your chosen number on it when you join.  

 

Sue Lang has kindly volunteered to be in charge of the membership and 
payment forms/standing orders and cash. Initially the numbers 1 to 30 
can be chosen on a first come first served basis, or you can have your 
number chosen for you. 

 

As the membership increases we will be offering a second prize of £50.00 
and hopefully we can increase the numbers up to 100 as the membership 
rises. So the prize fund will increase accordingly. The numbers will be 
randomly chosen by an independent internet app, “the random numbers 
generator”. 

 

So how about joining this new venture one ticket for £10.00 a month 
for a chance of a £100.00 prize at the end of every month and 
support our local church and maybe win yourself some cash too! 
 

Flyer, reply form and standing order details are all included in this 
magazine. 
 

              All enquiries to       Sue Lang         835939 
                                             Judy Seward   832612 
 

A Surprise Goodbye 
 

For those of you who haven’t yet heard we will sadly be saying goodbye 
to Yatton Moor’s Rector, Rev Tim Scott in June .  Tim has been here for 
seven and half years and he says he now feels it is time to move on.  We 
wish him the best of luck. 
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Kingston Seymour Parish Council 
 

Firstly, may I wish a Happy 2022 to all our Parishioners and their families! 
 

The Parish Council met for on the 12th of January and as ever, the draft 
minutes published on the website and noticeboard carry the details, but 
the headlines are as follows. 
 

Construction in the Village 
Firstly, you may have seen articles in the press around Christmas about 
the “Pier to Pier Route” (as it is now being called) from Weston to 
Clevedon and which we are very familiar with because of the major works 
taking place at the bottom of Yeo Bank Lane.  The NSC Project Manager 
joined us at the meeting to brief us on progress. 
 

There are two contractors involved – one to build the new farm bridge 
and one to lay and to tarmac the multi-use path on either side of the River 
Yeo.  To date, the bridge parts have been delivered as a very large 
“Meccano” kit but the contractor is waiting for a key document from the 
Environment Agency before they can start construction of the parapets.  
When that approval is in hand, deliveries of the stone for these parapets 
will start to arrive and this period could last for up to six weeks.   
 

The path contractor has started laying the foundations of the path working 
south from Mud Lane and - on the other bank - north from Wick Lane. 
 

Work on the signage and routing along the village lanes will be underway 
in parallel with the bridge and path construction and the aim is still to open 
the whole route this summer.  An early meeting has been held with 
residents of Yeo Bank Lane to discuss how contractor traffic can be 
controlled. 
 

We have invited the Project Manager to attend our next meeting but, in 
the meantime, we will advise you on our website and through Facebook 
when we have any - certain - information to share. 
 

Whilst talking of construction work, we have also been advised of work 
taking place at the treatment works between February and July so there 
will be additional lorries heading up Back Lane as well.  We have asked 
Wessex Water to avoid lorry movements during school bus times. 
 

Wider Matters 
We were joined at the meeting by PC James Rochford who has 25 years’ 
experience in the Force and who has become our new area constable 
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and in charge of our 3 PCSOs.  He advised that there had been a recent 
spate of burglaries in Weston and Yatton believed to have been 
undertaken by a gang from outside the immediate area.  Whilst this 
activity seems to have eased, he urged parishioners to remain vigilant 
and ensure that exterior locks and security lighting is in good condition. 
 

PC Rochford also mentioned the regular bike marking events that his 
officers run.  Not only is a marked bike a deterrent to thieves, when the 
Police do recover stolen goods – from anywhere in the country – if the 
bike is marked and registered this enables the return to the owner. 
 

Investment in the village is an ongoing strategy for the Parish Council but 
we “own” very few actual assets.  Councillors did discuss doing some 
refurbishment in the village green area – particularly the bus shelter, 
notice board and bins – and prices are to be obtained.  The railings 
around the corner and up Middle Lane are scheduled to be replaced in 
the spring.  As another form of “investment” – this time directly to villagers 
- we are exploring costs for running some courses on CPR and the use 
of our defibrillator.  We last did this in 2017. 
 

Representatives of local groups have held meetings to discuss how the 
village can best participate in June’s celebrations of the Queen’s Platinum 
Jubilee.  It has been noted that many families are considering using the 
four days to “be away” so plans will keep this factor in mind.  Information 
will appear separately in future editions of this magazine. 
 

The Parish finances are robust with £17.7k available overall – including 
specific reserves for our Grade II listed War Memorial – but costs this 
year will be increasing.  Accordingly, we have asked for a 1% increase in 
the Parish Precept which will show on your NSC bill as (representative) 
£62.28 for a Band D property.  We do not yet know by how much our full 
NSC Council Tax bills will increase. 
 

Our website carries new information as we receive it and we sometimes 
use village Facebook to signpost residents to interesting articles.  Please 
contact one of your Councillors or myself if you have any comments, 
questions or would like more information about the work of the Parish 
Council.   
 

Steve Dixon,  Parish Clerk      07902 798 162 
kingstonseymourpc@gmail.com  Website: www.kingstonseymour.org.uk      
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A recipe for January 
 

Hello, I’m in my final year of study to become a Nutritional Therapist. I 
firmly believe in the power of good food to alleviate, and in some cases 
eradicate, the symptoms and in some cases the causes of poor health.  I 
enjoy sharing my love of simple, healthy recipes with others and so I 
thought I’d see if I could spread some yummy food joy among the village 
with a regular seasonal recipe. 

 

This month I’m focusing on the humble beetroot which are perfect to eat 
in January.  Beetroot is incredibly beneficial to two of our most important 
bodily systems – the liver and the heart.  The nitrates in beetroot help our 
blood vessels stay open and strong and help increase the circulation of 
blood around our body.  This is particularly useful if you suffer from high 
blood pressure.  Beetroot is also rich in folate (vitamin B9) which helps 
limit damage to our blood vessels caused by stress and inflammation.  
They are very high in anti-oxidants which help our liver get rid of all of the 
toxins it helps us eliminate from our body 24/7 – this is also aided by the 
fact they are also rich in fibre      . 

 

The other ingredients in this dish also bring health benefits – chickpeas 
are a wonderful source of plant protein and the spices are warming and 
also good for circulation among other things.  Just one word of warning - 
while trying this recipe once or twice won’t harm, if you suffer from kidney 
stones or gout perhaps don’t make this a staple of your diet as the 
oxalates can aggravate these conditions. 

 

Beetroot & Chickpea Curry 
 

This recipe comes from one of my favourite books ‘The Green Roasting 
Tin’ by Rukmini Iyer.  It’s very simple to make and tastes delicious.  You 
can serve it with brown rice or naan but I find it filling enough on its own, 
perhaps with a sprig or two of fresh coriander if I have it. 
 

Ingredients: 

1 onion, roughly chopped 
600g beetroot, peeled and cut into small wedges 
1 x 400g tin chickpeas, drained and rinsed 
2 cloves garlic, crushed 
5cm ginger, crushed 
1 red chilli, roughly chopped 
1 heaped teaspoon ground cumin 
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1 heaped teaspoon ground coriander 
1 heaped teaspoon ground ginger 
½ teaspoon ground turmeric 
1 tablespoon of olive oil 
1 teaspoon sea salt 
1 x 400g tin coconut milk 

 

Method 

 

1. Preheat the oven to 180°C fan/200°C/ gas 6. 

2. Mix the onion, beetroot and chickpeas in a roasting tin with the garlic,  
    ginger, chilli, spices, oil and salt, then transfer to the oven and roast 
    for 40 minutes. 
3. Give the coconut milk a good stir, then pour it over the beetroot and 
     mix well. Return the roasting tin to the oven for 10 minutes. 
4. Taste and season with more salt as needed and serve with rice or 
    naan, scattered with fresh coriander and coconut flakes, if using. 
Note:  
You might want to use gloves while you’re preparing the beetroot, to 
avoid stained hands. 

 

Ruth Seymour (Silverbirches, Middle Lane) 

Church Notes 
 

Another different Christmas with limitations affecting other village 
activities as well as the church again this year.  However, the Flower Guild 
were still able to hold the Wreath Making Workshop and gave the 
Christmas arrangements in church a woodland twist. The Christmas tree, 
given by Mike and Cheryl from their garden and very kindly felled by Sam 
and Norman, looked magnificent, and Mary and Joseph made their 
annual pilgrimage from Fairfield Farm to the Chancel.  
 

The Crib Service at the farm was absolutely the right call this year. A full 
account is elsewhere, so just to say a huge thank you to the children - 
how many others of you welled up to see Henry reading his part as 
Joseph - and to everyone involved. It was truly fabulous. 
 

We were as full as we could be for the Carol Service by Candlelight with 
the Young Farmers, and what a treat we had! Beth, thank you for your 
beautiful solo pieces and many congratulations on winning your music 
scholarship. Malcolm, who regularly joins us at All Saints, played  
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saxophone, the young farmers, as ever, helped with the readings, Rob 
Rideout stood in at the last minute to cover all the organist duties and 
everyone was in good voice! 
 

Thank you to the Friends for carols, mince pies and mulled wine - always 
a lovely pre-Christmas outside gathering around the brazier and finally 
on the evening of Christmas Eve, we gathered to welcome the Christ-
child with the Candlelit Holy Communion Service. Thank you everyone, 

who helped in so many ways throughout December and to Fran, for 

leading us through, 'the reason for the season'. 
 

March sees the launch of The Numbers Club. Judy and Sue have put in 
a full article with inserts, so all the details are there. It's a great way to 
help support our church so please do have a read and join in if you can. 
 

No Burns Night again this year, it's just too risky to commit the funds 
needed, but instead we look forward to summer activities and 
opportunities to get together again.  
 

Sunday School Outing 1988/1989. 
Anyone recognise anyone? 
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Queen Elizabeth II Platinum Jubilee 
 

The country will be celebrating the Queen’s platinum jubilee over the 
weekend of 2nd to 5th June 22.  There are a number of events planned 
of which one is the lighting of beacons across the country on the evening 
of Thurs 2nd June.  Kingston Seymour will be participating in this event 
and a beacon will be lit on that evening on the coast where we will all be 
able to come together to start our village celebrations of the jubilee. 
 

The plan for our village celebrations overall is as follows: 
 

Thurs 2nd June - Lighting of the beacon in the evening 
Sat 4th June  - Champagne afternoon tea served at the church 
Sun 5th June  - This is our key day of celebration where we will have: 
- A village picnic in the churchyard 
- A village photograph in the afternoon for which everyone will be able  
  to buy prints 
- A service of thanksgiving in the church 
- An evening drinks reception in the church where we will be able to  
   reflect on the 70 years of the Queen’s reign 
 
In addition to the above across the weekend from Thurs 2nd June to Mon 
6th June the church will be decorated in a floral tribute to the queen and 
there will be a display of village life at each of the queen’s jubilees from 
her coronation to today. 
 
We know that the jubilee weekend coincides with many school half term 
holiday plans.  We have published our jubilee celebration plans now so 
that parishioners can hopefully plan to be able to attend those events that 
are of interest to you and your families. 
 
More details will follow.  There is as always for these events to be 
successful a committee that is working on this with many helpers already 
drafted in to help ensure we can as a village pay tribute to the Queens 
reign.  Whilst at the same time hopefully look forward to a world where 
we are beyond the worst of covid and we can again enjoy without 
restriction the company of our friends and family. 
 
Mike Sewell 
Chairman, Kingston Seymour Parish Council 

 



 15 

Historical Society 
 
 

The current situation continues during the winter months where no 
meetings have been held but we plan to hold an AGM and possible talk 
on Tuesday 29th March. This meeting will start at 7.30 and be held at 
Mendip View Farm. More details nearer the time on the village website 
(and phone calls to members).  

 

On a different note the village is planning a series of events to celebrate 
the Platinum Jubilee and the Historical Society is arranging a Jubilee 
display in the Church throughout the events. Please if anyone has any 
memorabilia that they would be happy/ like to lend for the display then 
please  could you start digging and contact Jane on 01934 877322 or 
Anne on 01934 833888. It does not have to be village related as this is a 
National event so your memories from photographs, souvenirs etc from 
previous Jubilees, would be welcome. 

 

The next article is abbreviated. Please check the website (historical 
section) over the next few weeks for archive photographs and accounts 
of the flood events of forty years ago.  

Jane Bell 
 

“Floods of Memories” Sunday December 13th 1981 
 

Some of the people who were living in Kingston Seymour at the time will 
perhaps be surprised to remember that it is just over 40 years since a 
rare combination of weather events in this region and with the Bristol 
Channel raging, sent a torrent of water crashing over the seawall, 
bringing large scale flooding to this village and also other coastal places 
locally. 

 

Here are a few paragraphs adapted from the memoirs of Rene Kingcott 
who lived in Ham Farm: 
 
“A terrible day of snow and driving wind from the South West. In the afternoon 
the wind got up so strong that some gusts were just too much to stand against 
and took you along too. By lunch time all electricity in the area was cut off. At 
9.0pm Pete had gone to bed early with a cold and Ken was in the kitchen, still 
no electric. Frank and Gran were dozing by the lounge fire. Some time later Mrs 
Bush rang to say that Mrs Blake had phoned in a panic as they had 2 feet of 
water inside the house. Mr Bush and Margaret had gone down and could Frank 
go too. 
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So off set Ken and Frank on the tractor not knowing what to expect. They met 
the tide coming towards them by the time they reached the track to Wharf Farm. 
Making sure that things were as under control as they could be in the 
circumstances, leaving the Blakes (who refused to leave their home), in the 
capable hands of Mr Bush and Margaret, they beat it back quickly to warn others 
of what was happening. By the time they got to the Ox houses the water was 
very high and they only just got through. It was difficult to keep on the road, as 
there was no telling what was road and what was verges and ditches. They came 
in to tell me to start to get what furniture I could upstairs and went over to 
Laburnum Cottage to warn the family there. We got most of the vulnerable stuff 
upstairs quickly, but could not completely manage the heavier pieces and 
carpets. At 2pm the water had steadied and we had 4 to 6 inches (of 
contaminated salty water) over the ground floor.  

 

 Outside they rescued the young calves, fortunately the milking cows were just 
out of the water as was the silage heap. The yard itself was well over the top of 
their wellington boots and the milking parlour completely flooded. We went very 
cold to bed and had just warmed up when the phone went at 3.45 am. Frank 
paddled down to it having to climb over all the furniture on the landing; It stopped! 
However, before he got back to bed it rang again. Ken Stuckey  to access the 
situation!! 
We didn’t know it until the next day but they went around waking people up and 
telling them to put the furniture upstairs and then evacuated them by bus at 
7.0am, some to Portishead and some to Locking camp. They say Kingston 
Bridge was a sight to see with over 40 cars parked on it.  

 

 On Monday we had a right day. They tried to milk the cows.  All day they tried 
to get some form of milking machine and at last Mr Triggle of Tickenham arrived 
with his old bail and 3 buckets, 2 of which worked. By 5pm they started but the 
cows were in a terrible state and had to be forced through the bail. They  had 
missed their morning milking and their afternoon one was late so they were very 
agitated and it took several months before they settled down again into a normal 
routine. 

 

 We still had 3 inches of water over the ground floor but fortunately the Rayburn 
kept going. The men used to come in, tip the cold water out of their wellingtons 
and fill them with warm water to sit down to meals like that to warm up. Then 
they drained the wet from their boots, put on dry socks and started all over again. 
By Wednesday all the water was finally out of the house except under the floor 
boards. Tony came and lifted some and now, January 16th we are still drying the 
earth floors out underneath. The Woodspring men brought large industrial 
heaters in to dry us out. Hazel Coles and Ann Rideout were awfully good to help 
clear the house up a bit for Xmas.” 

Rene Kingcott, Ham Farm 
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Flood water on Ham Lane outside Pool Farm and on 
Middle Lane where it meets Broadstone Lane. 
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And finally - a Villager has suggested that as a rural community we 

might like to know a little more about the environment around us. He has 
suggested that if anyone has any articles concerning this it might be good 
to have them in the magazine.  He is therefore kicking off with on about 
Soil based on advice from an article by a NFU advisor, Dr Alison Taylor. 
 

Soil, Glorious Soil. 
Soil quality is critical for all plant growth, be it the flowers and vegetables 
we grow in our gardens and agricultural food production so plays a pivotal 
role in our gardening success. It is important in controlling water 
management and improving environmental conditions.  Just ask a farmer 
how important good soil is to his productivity. 
 

Soil forms over millennia; physical and chemical weathering of rocks 
combine with biological growth and decay, taking up to 1,000 years to 
develop 1cm depth of soil. As a growing media, structure and biological 
activity are two of the most influential properties of the soil working 
together to make it very productive. 
 

Soil is, quite literally, crawling with life, from earth worms, ants and 
beetles through to microorganisms such as fungi, viruses and bacteria.  
In fact, just one gram of soil contains one billion bacteria across 
thousands of different species. 
 

Crucially, soil organisms provide a valuable source of nutrients, that 
promote plant growth.  Soil life can be responsible for 30-40% of net plant-
available nitrogen in the soil. The root zone is a hot spot for feeding, as 
roots release nutrients that support bacteria and other microbes low down 
in the soil food chain.  A range of organisms feed on these, as well as 
organic matter from dead plants and go on to excrete waste organic 
compounds into the root zone that are particularly beneficial as they store 
water and nutrients. For example, the tiny protozoa which live in the water 
that surrounds soil particles feed on soil bacteria and release readily 
available nitrogen into the root zone benefiting plant growth.  
 

Large invertebrates mix layers as they move through the soil.  Arthropods 
such as beetles, mites and centipedes introduce air as they burrow and 
consume smaller organisms so helping control population levels. Finally, 
there is the earthworm which incorporates organic material into the soil.  
and form channels that allow for soil aeration and good drainage. These 
benefit root growth and create habitats for a range of useful organisms to 
thrive.  
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Sunday Services at 
 St. John’s Kenn and  

All Saints’ Kingston Seymour 
 

February 2022  
 

Sunday February 6th  
8.30am St John’s   BCP Communion  
11am All Saints’  All Together in Church  
 

Sunday February 13th  
8.30am All Saints’               BCP Communion  
11am St John’s               Holy Communion  
 

Sunday February 20th  
11am  All Saints’               Holy Communion 
 

Sunday February 27th  
11am St John’s               All Together in Church for a baptism 
 

March 2022 
 

Wednesday March 2nd 
7.30 pm All Saints’          Team service for Ash Wednesday  
 

Sunday March 6th   
8.30am St John’s           BCP Communion  
11am All Saints’          All Together in Church  
 

Sunday March 13th  
8.30am All Saints’           BCP Communion  
11am St John’s           Holy Communion 
 

Sunday March 20th  
11am  All Saints’           Holy Communion 
 

Sunday March 27th  
11am St John’                       Holy Communion (Mothering Sunday) 

 

Every Sunday 6pm         Team Evening Worship on Zoom 
(March services not yet finalised) 
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Kingston Seymour Village Hall 
 

 


	Method

